U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE: INTERNATIONAL BUYER PROGRAM

INTERNATIONAL FRANCHISE EXPO 2011 

Washington, D.C., April 1-3, 2011

http://www.ifeinfo.com
1.  Event Description
The International Franchise Expo is the largest and most important annual trade show in the world for the franchising industry, featuring more than 184 franchise exhibitors, with investments ranging from US $5,000 to US $ 1 million.  Attendees have the opportunity to meet face-to-face with executives of the exhibiting franchisors and to attend free seminars as well as other symposia sessions from the world’s leading franchise experts.  To check out the full conference program at IFE 2011 see: http://www.ifeinfo.com/OverviewGrid_IFE.cfm as we approach the event.  The IFE 2010 event attracted 21 total IBP delegations with 304 delegates (15 escorted).   Total international attendance for the 2010 event was 1,370 attendees from 66 countries. Total attendance was 7,612.      

2. Seminars, Demonstrations and Tours
IFE 2011 will offer numerous educational programs, workshops and seminars focusing on the franchising business.  Many of these sessions will focus directly on international franchising opportunities.  Arrangements will be made for corporate and site visits to local franchisors and franchisees for interested delegations. 

3.  Product Categories:

Product listings at IFE 2011 include, but are not limited to those listed below.  

3a. General Product Categories
      Accounting/Tax Services

      Advertising/Marketing

      Automotive Products and Services
Beauty Products & Skin Care

      Beverages

      Business Products and Services
Children’s Products and Services

      Coffee
Computer/Electronics Products and Services

      Cosmetics
Construction:  Materials and Services
Educational Products and Services
Employment Services

      Entertainment Services

      Fast Food

      Financial Services

      Fitness
Food: Baked Goods

      Food: Ice Cream/Fruit Smoothies/Yogurt

      Food: Pizza

      Hair Salons and Services
Health Care Services

      Hotels and Motels

      Janitorial Services
Laundry and Dry Cleaning

      Lawn, Garden and Agricultural Supplies/Services

      Maid and Personal Services
Maintenance, Cleaning and Sanitation

      Package Preparation/Mail Services

      Pet Supplies & Services

      Printing/Photocopying Services

      Real Estate Services

      Recreation Services

      Retail Stores
Restaurants/Catering

      Senior Care/Assisted Living

      Sign Products and Services

      Travel and Leisure Services
4.
Target Audience:

The target audience is individual entrepreneurs or small and medium sized enterprises interested in acquiring a franchise business as a master licensee, area developer, or sub-franchisee.   At IFE 2011, international investors will have the opportunity to meet with the decision makers from hundreds of franchising companies from the U.S. and other countries. 
5.
On-site programs

5a. The International Business Center (IBC) will offer a variety of services to assist delegation leaders and their members.  These services include:

-Private conference meeting rooms

-Translator services for language assistance

-Lounge area

-USDOC staff to provide export counseling

-On-site computer product locator

-Refreshments
5b.   IBC Location, Days and Hours of Operation  

The IBC is located on the lower level of the Washington Convention Center, directly by the main registration area.  The IBC will be open during the following days and hours:

Thursday, March 31, 2011



       12:00  PM – 6:00 PM

Friday, April 1, 2011




        8:00  AM – 5:00 PM

Saturday, April 2, 2011
            


        9:00  AM – 5:00 PM

Sunday, April 3, 2011



                   10:30 AM – 4:00 PM
5c. Reception

There will be a complementary invitation to a cocktail reception at IFE 2011.  The reception is free for all international delegates, IBP delegation leaders and USDOC members.  The reception provides an excellent opportunity to network with franchising executives from overseas countries, meet new business partners, and renew old acquaintances.
5d. Export Interest Directory

The show organizer will distribute to all international attendees an export interest directory of exhibiting companies that are interested in exporting to specific geographical regions.  The information will include booth number, point of contact, geographic area of interest and products offered.

