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ÀÍÓ-ûí Òºðèéí Äåïàðòàìåíòûí Îëîí Óëñûí 
Ìýäýýëëèéí Õºòºëáºðèéí Òîâ÷îî ejournal 
USA ãýõ ëîãî á¿õèé öàõèì ñýòã¿¿ëèéã 
ñàð òóòàì õýâëýí ãàðãàäàã. Ýäãýýð ñýòã¿¿ë 
íü Àìåðèêèéí Íýãäñýí Óëñ áîëîí îëîí 
óëñûí õýìæýýíä òóëãàðààä áàéãàà òîìîîõîí 
àñóóäëóóä, ìºí ÀÍÓ-ûí íèéãýì, ¿íýò ç¿éëñ, 
èðãýäèéí ñýòãýë ñàíàà áîëîí áàéãóóëàìæ 
òîãòîëöîî çýðýãò ä¿í øèíæèëãýý õèéäýã.

Ñýòã¿¿ëèéí ýõíèé øèíý äóãààð ñàð òóòàì 
àíõëàí Àíãëè õýëýýð, äàðàà íü Ôðàíö, 
Ïîðòóãàëü, Îðîñ, Èñïàíè õýë äýýð ãàðäàã. 
Ñîíãîí àâñàí çàðèì äóãààðûã Àðàá, Õÿòàä, Ïåðñ 
õýëýýð íèéòëýõ íü áàñ áèé. Ñýòã¿¿ë á¿ðèéã 
áîòü áîëãîí äóãààðëàæ, êàòàëîãò îðóóëäàã. 

Ñýòã¿¿ë¿¿äýä íèéòëýãäñýí ç¿éë¿¿ä íü ÀÍÓ-
ûí çàñãèéí ãàçðûí áàéð ñóóðü, áîäëîãûã 
òóñãàñàí áàéõ àëáàã¿é. ÀÍÓ-ûí Òºðèéí 
Äåïàðòàìåíò ñýòã¿¿ëä íèéòëýãäñýí íèéòëýëèéí 
òàëààð áîëîí ýíýõ¿¿ ñýòã¿¿ëòýé õîëáîãäîõ 
Èíòåðíåòèéí õóóäàñ ðóó íýâòðýõ áîëîìæ 
îëãîõ àñóóäëààð ÿìàð íýã ¿¿ðýã õàðèóöëàãà 
õ¿ëýýäýãã¿é. Ýíýõ¿¿ õàðèóöëàãà íü á¿õýëäýý 
ýäãýýð öàõèì ñýòã¿¿ëèéã ýðõëýí ãàðãàã÷äàä 
íîãäîíî. Ñýòã¿¿ëä ãàðñàí íèéòëýë¿¿ä, 
ãýðýë çóðàã, ¿ç¿¿ëýõ õóóäàñ çýðãèéã ÀÍÓ-
ûí íóòàã äýâñãýðýýñ ãàäíà äàõèí õýâëýí 
îð÷óóëæ õýðýãëýæ áîëîõ áîëîâ÷ ñýòã¿¿ë äýýð 
çîõèîã÷èéí ýðõ ýäëýã÷äýýñ çîõèõ çºâøººðëèéã 

àâñàí áàéõ øààðäëàãàòàéã òýìäýãëýí áè÷ñýí 
áîë çºâøººðºë àâñàí áàéâàë çîõèíî. 

Îëîí Óëñûí Ìýäýýëëèéí Õºòºëáºðèéí 
Òîâ÷îî ñýòã¿¿ëèéí ºíãºðñºí áîëîí ýä¿ãýýãèéí 
äóãààðóóäàà öàõèì ñàíàìæäàà õàäãàëñàí 
áàéäàã áºãººä øèíýýð ãàðàõ äóãààðóóäûí 
æàãñààëòûã http://www.america.gov/
publications/ejournals.html/ õàÿãààð îðæ õàðæ 
áîëíî. Ñàíàë ñýòãýãäëýý ñóóãàà îðíûõîî ÀÍÓ-
ûí Ýë÷èí ñàéäûí ßàì áóþó óã Ñýòã¿¿ëèéí 
áàéðàíä äàðààõ õàÿãààð ºã÷ áîëíî. ¯¿íä:  

Editor, ejournal USA, 
IIP/PUBJ 
U. S. Department of State 
301 4th St. SW. 
Washington, DC 20547
United States of America..
E-mail: ejournalUSA@state.gov         



About This Issue

M
ore than 100 million voters are likely to cast ballots in nationwide U.S. elections 
November 4. But only 538 men and women will elect the next president of the 
United States, and those elections will take place in 50 state capitals and in 

Washington, D.C., December 15. This indirect election system, called the Electoral 
College and devised in 1787 by the framers of the U.S. Constitution, puzzles Americans 
and non-Americans alike. It reflects the federal governing system of allocating powers 
not only to a national government and to the people, but also to the states. 

As John C. Fortier, author of After the People Vote, writes in this issue of eJournal 
USA, the Electoral College requires a presidential candidate to have national stature as well 
as broad appeal to different regions: “One consequence of the Electoral College has been to 
make it hard for third parties, regional factions, or lesser figures to gain the presidency.” 

The presidential electors nearly always vote the same way in December as 
the voters in their states did in November. The Electoral College winner has 
nearly always captured the most popular votes nationwide. But because all but 
two states have winner-take-all rules, occasionally the Electoral College winner 
trails another candidate in nationwide popular votes, as happened in 2000. 

Political reporter David Mark describes the strategic game that flows from the 
Electoral College system. Presidential candidates pay less attention to reliably 
Democratic and Republican states in the campaign. Instead they focus their 

ÝÍÝ ÄÓÃÀÀÐÛÍ ÒÓÕÀÉÄ

Ý
íý îíû 11 ä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 4-íä ÀÍÓ-ä áîëîõ åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä 100 ãàðóé 
ñàÿ ñîíãîã÷èä îðîëöîí ñàíàëàà ºãºõ áàéäàëòàé áàéíà. Õàðèí 12 äóãààð ñàðûí 15-íä 
ÀÍÓ-ûí äàðàà÷èéí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ýðýãòýé, ýìýãòýé 538 õ¿í ñîíãîõ áºãººä ýíýõ¿¿ 

ñîíãóóëü íü 50 ìóæ óëñûí íèéñëýë áîëîí ÀÍÓ-ûí íèéñëýë Âàøèíãòîí õîòîä áîëîõ þì. 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè ãýæ íýðëýãääýã ýíýõ¿¿ øóóä áóñ ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåìèéã 

1787 îíä ÀÍÓ-ûí ¯íäñýí Õóóëèéí ¿íäýñ ñóóðèéã òàâèã÷èä ñàíàà÷èëñàí áºãººä 
ýíý íü àìåðèê÷óóä òºäèéã¿é ãàäààäûõíû ÷ òîëãîéã ýðã¿¿ëäýã. Ñîíãóóëèéí ýíýõ¿¿ 
ñèñòåì íü õîëáîîíû çàñàãëàëûí òîãòîëöîîãîîð ýðõ ìýäëèéã ¿íäýñíèé çàñãèéí 
ãàçàð, íèéò àðä ò¿ìýí òºäèéã¿é ìóæ óëñóóäàä õóâààðèëñàíû èëýðõèéëýë þì. 

“Àðä ò¿ìíèé ñîíãóóëèéí äàðàà” íîìûã çîõèîã÷ Æîí Ê. Ôîðòèå ÀÍÓ-ûí öàõèì 
ñýòã¿¿ëèéí ýíý äóãààðò “Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìýýð çîðüñîí ç¿éë¿¿äèéí 
íýã íü ãóðàâäàã÷ òàëóóä, á¿ñ íóòãèéí á¿ëýãëýë¿¿ä, íýð íºëºº áàãàòàé íýð 
äýâøèã÷äèéí õóâüä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä ÿëàõ íü õÿëáàð áóñ áàéëãàõàä 
îðøèíî” ãýýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä íýðýý äýâø¿¿ëýã÷ íü ¿íäýñíèé õýìæýýíä 
íýð íºëºº á¿õèé õ¿í áàéõûí ñàöóó áóñàä á¿ñ íóòãèéí ÷ ºðãºí äýìæëýãèéã õ¿ëýýñýí 
õ¿í áàéõûã Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì øààðääàã áîëîõûã áè÷æýý. 

Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîã÷èä íü 11 ä¿ãýýð ñàðä ººðñäèéí ìóæ óëñóóäàä æèðèéí 
ñîíãîã÷èä ñàíàëàà ºãñºíòýé áàðàã àäèë ìàÿãààð 12 äóãààð ñàðä ñàíàëàà ºãäºã. 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèîñ ÿëæ ãàðñàí íýð äýâøèã÷ îëîíõè òîõèîëäîëä á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñàíàëûí äèéëýíõèéã àâñàí áàéäàã. Õî¸ð ìóæ óëñààñ áóñàä á¿õ ìóæèä ÿëàã÷ á¿ãäèéã 
àâíà ãýñýí ä¿ðýì ¿éë÷èëäýã òóë Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè ÿëàã÷èéã òîäðóóëàõäàà, 
2000 îíû æèøýýãýýð çàðèì ¿åä á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð îëîíõèéí ñàíàë àâñàí 
íýð äýâøèã÷èéã áóñ õàðèí óäààëñàí õ¿íèéã ãàðãàæ èðýõ ÿâäàë òîõèîëääîã. 

Óëñ òºðèéí ñóðâàëæëàã÷ Äýâèä Ìàðê Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìýýñ áîëæ 
¿¿ñ÷ áàéãàà ñòðàòåãèéí òîãëîëòûã òîäîðõîéëîí áè÷ñýí áàéäàã. Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 



attention and scarce resources on a relatively small number of narrowly divided 
states — Florida and Ohio are well-known examples — that decide the elections. 

A lot of Americans want to change the election of the president to direct popular vote, 
but no such change is imminent. Amending the Constitution requires enormous political will; 
only 27 amendments have passed in more than 220 years. And such change faces resistance 
from small states, which have disproportionate representation in the Electoral College, from 
supporters of a two-party system, and from supporters of a federal system of government. 

Whatever its merits, the Electoral College at least offers decisiveness. The House of 
Representatives has had to decide only two presidential elections because no candidate 
achieved an Electoral College majority, and that happened most recently in 1824. 

We hope that this issue of eJournal USA will improve your understanding of 
the historical reasons for the Electoral College system and how it functions. 

— The Editors 

ñîíãóóëüä Àðä÷èëñàí áîëîí Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ õî¸ð íàìûí íýð äýâøèã÷èä àëü 
àëü íü íàìûíõàí õóâüä èë¿¿ äýìæëýã ¿ç¿¿ëýõ íü òîäîðõîé áàéãàà ìóæóóäàä 
òºäèé ë àíõààðàë òàâüäàãã¿é þì. Õàðèí íàìóóäûí õàðüöàà áàðàã òýíö¿¿ 
ìóæóóä, òóõàéëáàë, Ôëîðèäà, Îõàéî çýðýã ñîíãóóëèéí õóâü çàÿàã øèéäâýðëýäýã 
ìóæóóäàä àíõààðëàà îíèëæ, õºðºíãº ìºíãºº äàé÷èëæ àæèëëàäàã. 

Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã á¿õ íèéòèéí øóóä ñàíàë õóðààëòààð ñîíãîäîã áîëîõûã îëîí 
àìåðèê÷óóä õ¿ñäýã áîëîâ÷ òèéì òºëºâ èðýýä¿é îäîîãîîð õàðààõàí õàðàãäàõã¿é áàéíà. 
¯íäñýí Õóóëüä ººð÷ëºëò øèíý÷ëýë îðóóëàõ íü óëñ òºðèéí àñàð èõ õ¿ñýë çîðèã 
øààðääàã áà 220 ãàðóé æèëèéí òóðøèä åðäºº ë 27 óäàà íýìýëò ººð÷ëºëò îðóóëñàí 
þì. Íºãºº òàëààñ ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåìä ººð÷ëºëò õèéõèéã Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä ººðèéí 
õ¿í àìä íîãäîõ õýìæýýíýýñ èë¿¿ îëîí òºëººëºã÷òýé æèæèã ìóæóóä, ìºí õî¸ð íàìûí 
ñèñòåì áîëîí çàñãèéí ãàçðûí õîëáîîíû ñèñòåìèéã äýìæèã÷èä õ¿÷òýé ýñýðã¿¿öäýã.

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè, ñàéí ìóó òàë íü ÿìàð ÷ áàéëàà ÿìàãò øèéäìýã áàéäëûã ñàíàë 
áîëãîäîã þì. Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí õýí íü ÷ Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñèñòåìýýð îëîíõèéí ñàíàëûã àâ÷ ÷àäààã¿éãýýñ Òºëººëºã÷äèéí Òàíõèìààð øèéäâýðë¿¿ëýõ 
òîõèîëäîë õî¸ðõîí óäàà ãàð÷ áàéñàí áà ñ¿¿ë÷èéíõ íü 1824 îíä áîëñîí áàéíà.

ÀÍÓ-ûí öàõèì ñýòã¿¿ëèéí ýíý äóãààð Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñèñòåìèéí ò¿¿õýí ó÷èð øàëòãààí áîëîí õýðõýí õýðýãæäýã òàëààð Òàíä 
èë¿¿ äýëãýðýíã¿é îéëãîëò ºãíº ãýäýãò áèä èòãýëòýé áàéíà.

— Ýðõëýã÷èä



How It Works 

Broad Appeal, National Stature
John C. Fortier, Research Fellow, 
American Enterprise Institute 

The U.S. presidential election 
system was established by the 

country’s Founding Fathers more 
than 220 years ago. This system 
has not only withstood the test 
of time, but has also shaped U.S. 
politics throughout history. 

U.S. Department of State / September 2008 / Volume 13 / Number 9 
http://usinfo.state.gov/pub/ejournalusa.htm

The Electoral College
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ÀÍÓ-ûí Òºðèéí Äåïàðòàìåíò, 2008 îíû 9 ä¿ãýýð ñàð, Áîòü 13, Äóãààð 9.
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ÑÎÍÃÎÃ×ÄÛÍ ÊÎËËÅÃÈ 

ÑÎÍÃÎÃ×ÄÛÍ ÊÎËËÅÃÈ 
ÃÝÆ ÞÓ ÂÝ?

ªðãºí îëíû äóóäëàãà, 
¿íäýñíèé íýð íºëºº
Áè÷ñýí Æîí Ê. Ôîðòèå, Ýðäýì 
øèíæèëãýýíèé àæèëòàí, 
Àìåðèêýí Ýíòåðïðàéç Èíñòèòóò

ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåìèéã 220 ãàðóé 
æèëèéí òýðòýý óëñ îðíûã ¿íäýñëýí 

áàéãóóëàã÷èä çîõèîñîí þì. Ýë 
ñèñòåì öàã õóãàöààíû øàëãóóðûã 
äàâàí òóóëñàí òºäèéã¿é ò¿¿õèéí 
òóðøèä ÀÍÓ-ûí óëñ òºðèéã 
õýëáýðø¿¿ëýí òîãòîîñîîð èðñýí þì.
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How the Electoral College Functions 

Winning an Electoral 
College Majority 
David Mark, Senior Editor, 
Politico and politico.com 

The Electoral College system makes 
electing the president of the United 
States much more complicated 
than simply counting all of the 
popular votes. The major political 
parties have to craft strategies for 
winning the few “swing states” 
that can determine the election. 

A Day in the Life of an Elector 
Bruce Odessey, Managing 
Editor, eJournal USA 

Timothy Willard, one of the 
538 presidential electors from 
2004, recounts his experience. 
His candidate lost. 

How It Stirs Controversy 

When the Electoral Vote and 
the Popular Vote Differ 
Thomas H. Neale, Specialist in 
American National Government, 
Congressional Research Service 

Four times in U.S. history, the 
Electoral College system resulted in 
election of a candidate for president 
who had received fewer popular votes 
nationwide than another candidate. 

Electoral College Reform? 
Not So Easy 
David Lublin, Professor of 
Government, American University 

Reforming the Electoral College 
system for electing the U.S. president 
would require enormous effort and a 
consensus that does not now exist. 
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Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì 
õýðõýí õýðýãæäýã âý?

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí äèéëýíõ 
îëîíõèéí ñàíàëûã àâàõ íü
Áè÷ñýí Äýâèä Ìàðê, Àõëàõ Ýðõëýã÷, 
Ïîëèòèêî ýíä Ïîëèòèêî.êîì.

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì 
íü ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
ñîíãîõîä á¿õ íèéòèéí ñàíàëûã 
òîîëîîä ºíãºðºõººñ èë¿¿ íàðèéí 
òºâºãòýé áîëãîäîã þì. Óëñ òºðèéí 
òîìîîõîí íàìóóä ñîíãóóëèéí 
¿ð ä¿íã øèéäâýðëýäýã öººí õýä 
”ñàâëàãààòàé ìóæóóäàä” ÿëàëò 
áàéãóóëàõ ñòðàòåãè áîäëîãîî 
ñèéëæ òºëºâëºõ õýðýãòýé áîëäîã. 

Ñîíãîã÷èéí àìüäðàëûí 
íýãýí ºäºð
Áè÷ñýí Áðþñ Îäèññè, Çàõèðãààíû 
Ýðõëýã÷, ÀÍÓ-ûí Öàõèì ñýòã¿¿ë

Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîäîã 538 
ñîíãîã÷èéí íýã áîëîõ Òèìîòè 
Óèëëàðä ººðèéí àæèë òóðøëàãûã 
ýðãýí äóðñàæ áàéíà. Ò¿¿íèé 
íýð äýâøèã÷ ÿëàãäñàí þì.

ÌÀÐÃÀÀÍ ÕÝÐÕÝÍ ¯¯ÑÄÝÃ ÂÝ?

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè áîëîí á¿õ 
íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèéí ñàíàëûí 
òîî çºðºõºä õýðõýõ âý?
Áè÷ñýí Òîìàñ Õ.Íèéë, Àìåðèêèéí 
¯íäýñíèé çàñãèéí ãàçàð, Êîíãðåññûí 
ñóäàëãààíû Àëáàíû ìýðãýæèëòýí

ÀÍÓ-ûí ò¿¿õýíä 4 óäàà á¿õ 
íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëüä ººðèéí 
ºðñºëäºã÷ººñ öººí ñàíàë àâñàí íýð 
äýâøèã÷ Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñèñòåìèéí ¿ð ä¿íä åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð 
ñîíãîãäîæ áàéñàí þì. 

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñèñòåìèéã ººð÷ëºõ ¿¿? Ýíý 
áîë õÿëáàð ç¿éë áèø.
Áè÷ñýí Äýâèä Ëàáëèí, 
Çàñãèéí ãàçðûí ïðîôåññîð, 
Àìåðèêèéí Èõ Ñóðãóóëü

ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
ñîíãîäîã Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñèñòåìèéã ººð÷ëºõèéí òóëä àñàð 
èõ õ¿÷ ÷àðìàéëò áîëîí îäîîãîîð 
èëò äóòàãäàæ áàéãàà õàìòûí 
çºâøèëäººí õýðýãòýé áàéãàà þì.
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How the World Views It 

Electoral Systems in 
International Perspective 
Andrew Ellis, Director of 
Operations, International Institute 
for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance (International IDEA) 

The U.S. Electoral College has 
features common to other election 
systems around the world but 
combined in a unique way. 

The Electoral College: 
A French View 
André Kaspi, Professor of History, 
University Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne 

The U.S. system for electing the 
president remains mysterious to 
the French, but some elements of 
the two countries’ political systems 
actually seem to be converging. 

Across the Atlantic, Some 
Surprising Similarities 
Philip Davies, Professor of American 
Studies, De Montfort University 

The U.S. and British election 
systems are quite different, 
but they sometimes produce 
oddly similar outcomes. 

Additional Resources 
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ÄÝËÕÈÉÍ ÁÓÑÀÄ ÎÐÎÍ 
ÕÝÐÕÝÍ ÀÂ× ¯ÇÄÝÃ ÂÝ?

Ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåìèéí òàëààðõ 
îëîí óëñûí õýòèéí òºëºâ 

Áè÷ñýí Ýíäðþ Ýëëèñ, ¯éë 
àæèëëàãààíû õýëòñèéí 
Çàõèðàë, Àðä÷èëàë, Ñîíãóóëèéí 
äýìæëýã òóñëàëöààíû òºëºº 
Îëîí óëñûí õ¿ðýýëýí

ÀÍÓ-ûí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè áîëîí 
äýëõèéí îëîí óëñ îðíû ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåì õîîðîíä íèéòëýã ç¿éë áàéäàã, 
òýõäýý òýð íü òóí ºâºðìºö áàéäëààð 
õàâñàðñàí øèíæòýé áàéãàà þì. 

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí òàëààðõ 
Ôðàíö÷óóäûí ¿çýë áîäîë
Áè÷ñýí Àíäðå Êàñïè, Ò¿¿õèéí 
ïðîôåññîð, Ïàðèñûí Èõ Ñóðãóóëü

Ôðàíö÷óóäûí õóâüä ÀÍÓ-ûí 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåì íü ¿ë îéëãîãäîì õýâýýð 
áàéãàà ÷ õî¸ð îðíû óëñ òºðèéí 
ñèñòåìèéí çàðèì ç¿éëñ èæèëñýí 
îéðòîæ áàéõ øèã áàéäàã.

Àòëàíòèéí äàëàéí ÷àíàä 
äàõü ãàéõàë òºð¿¿ëýì 
èæèë òºñòýé ç¿éëñ
Áè÷ñýí Ôèëèï Æ.Äýâèñ, 
Àìåðèê ñóäëàëûí ïðîôåññîð, 
ÄåÌîíôîðò Èõ Ñóðãóóëü

ÀÍÓ áîëîí Àíãëèéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåì ººð õîîðîíäîî ýðñ ÿëãààòàé 
õèð íü çàðèì ¿åä ¿ð ä¿í íü 
õà÷èðõàëòàé òºñòýé áàéäàã.
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Broad Appeal, National Stature 
John C. Fortier 

The U.S. presidential election system was 
established by the country’s Founding Fathers 
more than 220 years ago. This system has 
not only withstood the test of time, but has 
also shaped U.S. politics throughout history. 

John C. Fortier is a research fellow at the 
American Enterprise Institute in Washington, 
D.C., and the author of a book about the 
Electoral College, After the People Vote. 

M
any Americans do not understand 
every nuance about their presidential 
selection system, and particularly 

about what is known as the Electoral 
College, which determines which individuals 
become their country’s president and vice 
president. But they do understand the big 

picture. Namely, each U.S. state is assigned 
a number of electors, with the most heavily 
populated states having the most electors 
and the least populated states the fewest. 
Each citizen votes in his or her home state, 
and the winner of the popular vote in all but 
two of the states receives all the votes of its 
state’s electors. The presidential candidate 
who receives a majority of the electoral votes 
becomes the president of the United States, 
and his running mate the vice president. 

Of course, there are some additional 
complexities of the presidential selection 
system. If the electoral votes are split 
among many candidates or if two candidates 
end up with the same number of electoral 
votes, the House of Representatives 
selects the president. It is also possible 

ªÐÃªÍ ÎËÍÛ ÄÓÓÄËÀÃÀ, 

¯ÍÄÝÑÍÈÉ ÍÝÐ ÍªËªª
Æîí Ê. Ôîðòèå

ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåìèéã 220 ãàðóé æèëèéí òýðòýý 
óëñ îðíûã ¿íäýñëýí áàéãóóëàã÷èä 
çîõèîñîí þì. Ýë ñèñòåì öàã õóãàöààíû 
øàëãóóðûã äàâàí òóóëñàí òºäèéã¿é 
ò¿¿õèéí òóðøèä ÀÍÓ-ûí óëñ òºðèéã 
õýëáýðø¿¿ëýí òîãòîîñîîð èðæýý. 

Æîí Ê. Ôîðòèå áîë Âàøèíãòîí õîò 
äàõü Àìåðèêýí Ýíòåðïðàéç Èíñòèòóòûí 
ýðäýì øèíæèëãýýíèé àæèëòàí þì. Òýðáýýð 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí òóõàé “Àðä ò¿ìýí 
ñàíàëàà ºãñíèé äàðàà” ãýäýã íîì áè÷æýý.

Î
ëîí Àìåðèê õ¿í ººðèéí îðíû 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåìèéí íàðèéí øèðèéíèéã òýð 

á¿ð îéëãîäîãã¿é áà òýð òóñìàà õýí ãýäýã 
õ¿í åðºíõèéëºã÷, äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð 
ñîíãîãäîõûã øèéäâýðëýäýã Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì ãýæ þó áîëîõûã 
ìýääýãã¿é àæýý. Ãýõäýý òýäýíä åðºíõèé 

îéëãîëò áèé. Òóõàéëáàë, ÀÍÓ-ûí ìóæ 
óëñ á¿ð Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä ººðèéí 
ãýñýí õýä õýäýí ñîíãîã÷òîé áàéäàã áà 
òóõàéí ìóæ óëñûí õ¿í àìààñ õàìààðààä 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä áàéõ ñîíãîã÷äûíõ 
íü òîî èõ áóþó áàãà áàéäàã. Èðãýí á¿ð 
ººðèéí õàðüÿàëàãääàã ìóæäàà ñàíàëàà 
ºã÷ ñîíãóóëüä îðîëöäîã. Õî¸ðîîñ áóñàä 
á¿õ ìóæóóäàä ¿éë÷ëýõ çàð÷ìààð á¿õ 
íèéòèéí ñàíàëûí îëîíõèéã àâñàí ÿëàã÷ 
òóõàéí ìóæèéí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè 
äàõü ñîíãîã÷äûí á¿õ ñàíàëûã àâäàã. 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñîíãîã÷äûí 
îëîíõèéí ñàíàëûã àâ÷ ÷àäñàí íýð äýâøèã÷ 
ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð, ò¿¿íòýé õàìò äýä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñóóäàëä ºðñºëäñºí íýã íü 
äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð ñîíãîãääîã ó÷èðòàé. 

Ìýäýýæ åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõ 
ñèñòåìä áàñ ººð õýä õýäýí ýýäðýýòýé ç¿éë 
áèé. Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñîíãîã÷äûí 
ñàíàë îëîí íýð äýâøèã÷äýä õóâààãäàõ 
áóþó ýñâýë õî¸ð íýð äýâøèã÷èéí 
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that the national popular vote could favor 
one candidate and the Electoral College 
another. But these scenarios are very 
unlikely. In almost every recent election, 
the winning candidate has won the popular 
vote, a majority of states, and the required 
majority in the Electoral College. 

The Electoral College is unpopular with 
a majority of Americans. Polls show that 
most Americans would prefer a direct 
national popular vote because they believe 
that system would be more democratic. 

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè ºðãºí îëíû äýìæëýãèéã õ¿ëýýñýí íýð äýâøèã÷èéã 
óðàìøóóëàí äýìæäýã õèðíýý óëñ òºðèéí ãóðàâäàã÷ íàìóóäûã ¿ë äýìæäýã. 

àâñàí ñàíàë òýíöýõ òîõèîëäîëä õýí íü 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëîõûã Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
Òàíõèì øèéääýã. Ìºí á¿õ íèéòèéí ñàíàë 
õóðààëòààð íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí íýã íü ÿëñàí 
áàéõàä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñàíàë 
õóðààëòààð íºãººõ íü ÿëñàí òîõèîëäîë 
áàéæ áîëîõ þì. Ãýõäýý èéì òîõèîëäîë 
ãàðàõ íü áàðàã ë ¿ã¿é áàéäàã. Ñ¿¿ëèéí 
áàðàã á¿õ ñîíãóóëüä ÿëæ åðºíõèéëºã÷ 
áîëñîí íýð äýâøèã÷èä îëîíõè ìóæèä 
á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëüä ÿëàõûí çýðýãöýý 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä øààðäàãäàõ äèéëýíõ 
îëîíõèéí ñàíàëûã ìºí àâñàí áàéíà.

Àìåðèê÷óóäûí äèéëýíõ íü Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìèéã òààøààäàãã¿é 
áà ñóäàëãààíû ¿ð ä¿íãýýñ õàðàõàä òýä 
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The Electoral College encourages presidential candidates with broad national appeal 
and discourages third political parties.

However, the framers of the U.S. 
Constitution, who established the 
Electoral College, did not view it as 
an elite institution designed to skirt 
public opinion. They believed that their 
system of choosing a president rested 
on the sentiments of the people. 

In designing a presidential selection 
system based on the will of the people, the 
framers also addressed two other concerns. 
First, they intended to keep the presidency 
independent of the legislature and of the 
states. Second, they sought to ensure the 

election of 
a national 
figure to the 
presidency. 

In addition 
to these two 
intended 
consequences, 
the Electoral 
College today 
has taken 

åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñàíàë 
õóðààëòààð 
øóóä ñîíãîäîã 
áàéõûã èë¿¿ä 
¿çýæ, èíãýõ 
íü èë¿¿ 
àðä÷èëñàí àðãà 
çàì õýìýýäýã.

ÀÍÓ-ûí 
¯íäñýí Õóóëèéí 
¿íäýñ ñóóðèéã 
òàâèã÷èä 

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéã ñàíàà÷ëàõäàà ýíý 
íü îëîí íèéòèéí ñàíàà áîäëûã äàãàõàä 
÷èãëýãäñýí äýýä çèíäààíûõíû òîãòîëöîî 
áîëíî ãýäãèéã îëæ õàðààã¿é þì. Òýä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõ ýíý ñèñòåìýý 
àðä îëíû ñàíàà ñýòãýëä òóëãóóðëàñàí 
áàéõ áîëíî ãýäýãò èòãýæ áàéñàí þì. 

Òýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõ àðä îëíû 
õ¿ñýë çîðèãò òóëãóóðëàñàí ýíý ñèñòåìýý 
çîõèîõäîî õî¸ð àñóóäëûã øèéäâýðëýõèéã 
çîðüñîí þì. Íýãä¿ãýýðò, åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãà, ìóæóóäààñ 
õàìààðàëã¿é áàéëãàõ; õî¸ðäóãààðò, 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã óëñ ¿íäýñòíèé õýìæýýíä 
íºëºº á¿õèé õóâü õ¿í áàéõûã ÷óõàë÷èëæýý.
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on another role not envisioned by the 
framers — as a bulwark supporting the 
two-party system in the United States. 

Promoting an Independent President 

At the Constitutional Convention in 1787, 
America’s Founding Fathers debated many 
alternative ways to elect a president. They 
settled on the Electoral College system only 
near the end of their deliberations. Their 
choice of a system for presidential selection 
was related to the powers and composition 
of the legislative branch of government, the 
Congress. Only after the founders agreed on 
the shape of Congress did they begin serious 
consideration of how to choose a president. 

A compromise as to the form of the 
Congress very much affected the look of the 
Electoral College. The great issue of the day 
was a debate between small states and large 
states as to how each would be represented 
in the legislature. The compromise was to 
have two houses in the legislature — the 
House of Representatives and the Senate. In 

Ñîíãóóëüä ÿìàð÷ ºðñºëäººíã¿é ãàð÷ èðñýí 
öîðûí ãàíö ìºí àíõíû åðºíõèéëºã÷ Æîðæ 
Âàøèíãòîí òàíãàðàã ºðãºæ áàéãàà íü. 

Àíõëàí òºëºâëºæ áàéñàí äýýðõ õî¸ð 
çîðèëãîîñ õàëüæ, ºíººäºð Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãè íü ÀÍÓ-ä õî¸ð íàìûí ñèñòåìèéã 
õàìãààëàí áîññîí öàéç áîëîí õóâèðñàíûã 
óã ñèñòåìèéã ¿íäýñëýã÷èä òýð ¿åä 
óðüä÷èëàí òîîöîîëæ ÷àäààã¿é þì.   

Áóñäààñ õàìààðàëã¿é åðºíõèéëºã÷ 
áàéõûã äýìæèõ íü

1787 îíä ¯íäñýí Õóóëèéã õýëýëöýõ Èõ 
Õóðàëäààíû ¿åýð Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõ 
îëîí õóâèëáàðóóäûí òàëààð ìýòãýëöýýí 
¿¿ñ÷ýý. Õóðàëäààíä îðîëöîã÷èä á¿ð òºãñãºë 
õàâüä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì äýýð 
òîãòñîí áàéíà. Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
ýíý ñèñòåìèéã ñîíãîõ íü þóíû ºìíº òºðèéí 
õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãà Êîíãðåññûí ýðõ 
ìýäýë, á¿òýö á¿ðýëäýõ¿¿íèéã òîãòîîõîîñ 
õàìààð÷ áàéæýý. ¯íäýñëýã÷èä Êîíãðåññûí 
á¿òöèéí òàëààð òîõèðîëöîîíä õ¿ðñíèéõýý 
äàðàà åðºíõèéëºã÷ºº õýðõýí ñîíãîæ áàéõ 
òàëààð íóõàöòàé õýëýëöýæ ýõýëñýí þì.

Õàðèëöàí áóóëò õèéæ áàéæ Êîíãðåññûí 
á¿òöèéã øèéäâýðëýñýí íü Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì ÿìàð áàéõûã òîãòîîõîä 
÷óõàë áàéëàà. Òýð ºäðèéí îíö ÷óõàë 
àñóóäàë áîë õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãàä 
æèæèã òîì ìóæóóä ÿìàð òºëººëºëòýé áàéõ 
òàëààð ¿¿ññýí ìýòãýëöýýí áàéâ. Èéíõ¿¿ 
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George Washington, depicted taking oath of 
office as the first U.S. president, was the only 
president who faced no election opposition.

õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãûã Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
Òàíõèì, Ñåíàòûí Òàíõèì ãýñýí õî¸ð 
òàíõèìòàé áàéõààð òîõèðîëöæýý. 
Òºëººëºã÷äèéí Òàíõèìä ìóæóóä ººðñäèéí 
õ¿í àìûí òîîíä òóëãóóðëàñàí òºëººëºëòýé 
áàéõààð ìºí ìóæ á¿ðèéí òºëººëºã÷äèéã 
ñîíãîã÷èä øóóä ãýõäýý ºíººãèéíõòýé 
õàðüöóóëàõàä èë¿¿ õÿçãààðëàãäìàë 
áàéäàëòàéãààð ñîíãîõ ýðõòýé áîëãîæýý. 

the House of Representatives, states would 
receive representation based on population, 
and each state’s representatives would be 
elected directly by the people, albeit with 
a significantly more limited franchise 
than we have today. In the Senate, each 
state would have equal representation. 
The small state of Delaware and the large 
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state of Virginia would each have two 
senators, and these senators would be 
elected by each state’s legislature. Under 
a later constitutional amendment, senators 
are now elected directly by the people. 

Once a compromise over Congress 
had been brokered, the framers of the 
Constitution sought to ensure that the 
president would have sufficient powers and 
stature to be independent of Congress. The 
framers’ ideas were directly opposite to 
the thinking that informs parliamentary 
systems. In the American system, the 
president would not come out of Congress 
or be the leader of a congressional party. 
The framers believed in a separation of 
powers. If Congress were to select the 
president, the president would be beholden 
to Congress, especially if the president had 
to seek re-election before the Congress. 
The framers worried that a president 
elected by Congress would so curry favor 
with the electing institution that he 
would be a mere puppet of the legislature 
rather than an independent voice. 

Similarly, the framers did not allow 
the states to choose the president directly. 
Instead, they devised a system — the 
Electoral College — in which electors 
would be appointed from each state. The 
state legislatures would have a say in how 
the electors were chosen. In the earliest 
presidential elections, some states provided 
that the people would elect the electors; some 
prescribed popular elections in districts, 
which could result in a state splitting its 
electors among several candidates; and some 
state legislatures appointed the electors 
directly, without a popular election. In 
the first 40 years of the republic, most 
states moved to give the people the right 
to elect their electors, and they moved 
to a system whereby the winner of the 
popular vote in each state would win all 
of the electoral votes from the state. 

One other feature of the electors bears 
noting. The electors from each state 
meet to cast their votes for president, 
but all the state electors never meet 
together as one single national body. 

Ìóæ á¿ð Ñåíàòàä àäèë òîîíû òºëººëºã÷òýé 
áàéíà. Äåëàâýéð õýìýýõ æèæèã ìóæ 
áîëîí Âèðæèíèà ãýõ òîì ìóæ àëü àëü íü 
õî¸ð ñåíàò÷òàé áàéõ, ñåíàò÷äûã òóõàéí 
ìóæèéí õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãà ñîíãîæ 
áàéõààð òîãòæýý. Õàðèí ¯íäñýí Õóóëüä 
ñ¿¿ëä îðóóëñàí ººð÷ëºëòººð ñåíàò÷äûã 
àðä îëîí øóóä ñîíãîäîã áîëæýý.  

Èéíõ¿¿ Êîíãðåññûí àñóóäëààð 
òîõèðîëöîîíä õ¿ðñíèéõýý äàðàà ¯íäñýí 
Õóóëèéí ýðõ áàðèã÷èä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
Êîíãðåññîîñ àëü áîëîõ õàðààò áóñ, 
õàíãàëòòàé íýð íºëºº, ýðõ ìýäýë á¿õèé 
áàéëãàõààð õýëýëöýæ ýõýëñýí áàéíà. 
×èíãýõäýý òýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí òîãòîëöîîã 
ïàðëàìåíòûí ñèñòåìýýñ òýñ îíäîî áàéõ 
¸ñòîé ãýæ ¿çýæ áàéâ. Ýíýõ¿¿ Àìåðèê 
ñèñòåìýýð áîë åðºíõèéëºã÷ Êîíðåññîîñ 
ñîíãîãäîõ ó÷èðã¿é òºäèéã¿é Êîíãðåññûí 
àëü íýã íàìûí äàðãà ÷ áàéõ ¸ñã¿é àæ. 
Ýíý á¿õíèéã ¿íäýñëýã÷èä ýðõ ìýäëèéí 
õóâààðèëàëòûã çºâ õèéñýí ãýæ èòãýæ 
áàéâ. Êîíãðåññ åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîäîã 
áàéõ òîõèîëäîëä åðºíõèéëºã÷ íü 
Êîíãðåññò áàðüöààëàãäàæ, íýí ÿëàíãóÿà 
äàõèí ñîíãîãäîõ ¿åýð Êîíãðåññûí ìýäýëä 
îðîõîîð áàéâ. Êîíãðåññîîñ ñîíãîãäñîí 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ ñîíãîã÷ áàéãóóëëàãûíõàà 
äýìæëýã òóñëàëöààã ãîðèëîã÷ áîëæ, áèå 
äààñàí áàéäàëòàé áàéõûí îðîíä ò¿¿íèé 

óòñàí õ¿¿õýëäýé áîëîí õóâèð÷ ìýäíý 
õýìýýí ýðõ áàðèã÷èä áîëãîîìæèëñîí àæýý.

Íºãººòýéã¿¿ð, ìóæ óëñóóä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã øóóä ñîíãîäîã áàéõûã 
òýä áàñ çºâøººðººã¿é þì. Õàðèí ¿¿íèé 
îðîíä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè ãýã÷èéã 
áàéãóóëæ ò¿¿íä íü ìóæóóä ººðñäèéí 
ñîíãîã÷äûã òîìèëäîã áàéõààð øèéäæýý. 
Ìóæèéí õóóëü òîãòîîã÷ áàéãóóëëàãóóä 
íü Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä îðîõ ñîíãîã÷äîî 
õýðõýí ñîíãîõîî ººðñäºº ìýääýã áàéíà. 
Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ýõýí ¿åèéí ñîíãóóëèóäàä 
çàðèì ìóæ Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä îðîõ 
ñîíãîã÷äîî àðä îëíîîðîî ñîíãóóëäàã áàéñàí 
áºãººä ¿¿íèéã íü ìóæèéí îëîí íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëü õýìýýí òîäîðõîéëäîã ÷ áàéæýý. 
Õàðèí ¿ð ä¿íä íü ìóæèéí ñîíãîã÷äûí 
ñàíàë õýä õýäýí íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí äóíä 
õóâààãäàõàä õ¿ðäýã áàéâ. Çàðèì ìóæèéí 
õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãà òóõàéí 
ñîíãîã÷äûã ñîíãóóëüã¿éãýýð øóóä òîìèëäîã 
áàéñàí áàéíà. ÀÍÓ áàéãóóëàãäñàíû 
äàðààõ 40 æèëèéí õóãàöààíä îëîíõè 
ìóæ ñîíãîã÷äûã ñîíãîõ ýðõèéã àðä 
ò¿ìýíäîî îëãîñîí áºãººä èíãýñíýýðýý 
òóõàéí ìóæèéí á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëüä 
ÿëñàí íýð äýâøèã÷ ººðèéí ìóæèéí á¿õ 
ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûã àâàõ áîëîìæòîé 
áîëäîã èéì ñèñòåìä øèëæñýí áàéíà.  

Òóõàéí ìóæèéí ñîíãîã÷èä 
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The allocation of electors to the states 
mirrored the compromise in Congress, 
with each state assigned a number of 
electors based on the number of members 
in the House of Representatives and the 
number of senators. Thus, each of the 
smallest states would have three electors, 
one for its representative in the House 
of Representatives plus two for its two 
senators. Today, the most populous U.S. 
state, California, has 55 electors — 53 
for its representatives in the House of 
Representatives and two for its two senators. 
The final allocation is broadly proportional 
to population, with the largest states having 
more electors than the smallest, although 
small states are somewhat overrepresented 
in the Electoral College due to the 
principle of state equality in the Senate. 

Electing a National Figure 

The worst-kept secret among the framers 
of the Constitution was that George 
Washington would be the first president 

of the United States. He was a consensus 
national hero, and he ran successfully 
for president twice with no opposition. 

But the framers worried that after 
Washington there were few men of national 
stature who would attract the votes of states 
that were isolated by poor transportation 
systems and parochial attachments. The 
original Electoral College was designed 
to encourage the selection of a national 
figure. Under the original Electoral College, 
electors could each cast two votes, but only 
one of these votes could go to a candidate 
from their home state. The candidate with 
the most votes would become president, 
and the candidate with the second greatest 
number would become vice president. 

The framers believed that electors 
might cast one vote for a “favorite 
son” from their state, but that they 
would have to consider a widely known 
national candidate for the other vote. 

In addition to this feature, the original 
Electoral College presumed that there 

åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõîîð ººð õîîðîíäîî 
óóëçàëääàã áîëîâ÷ ìóæóóäûí ñîíãîã÷èä 
íýã äîð öóãëàð÷ óóëçàæ áàéñàí óäààã¿é. 
Ìóæ á¿ð Òºëººëºã÷äèéí Òàíõèì äàõü 
ãèø¿¿ä áîëîí Ñåíàò äàõü ñåíàò÷äûíõàà 
òîîíä íîãäîõ òîîãîîð Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèä ñîíãîã÷äîî òîìèëäîã áºãººä 
ñîíãîã÷äûí òîîíû õóâààðèëàëò íü íýã 
¸ñîíäîî Êîíãðåññûí òóñãàë áîëäîã áàéíà. 
Èéíõ¿¿ æèæèã ìóæ õ¿ðòýë Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
Òàíõèìä áàéõ íýã òºëººëºã÷, Ñåíàò äàõü 
õî¸ð ñåíàò÷äûíõàà íèéëáýð ä¿íãýýð 
íèéò ãóðâàí ñîíãîã÷òîé áàéäàã. Ýä¿ãýý 
õàìãèéí èõ õ¿í àìòàé ìóæ Êàëèôîðíè íü 
Òºëººëºã÷äèéí Òàíõèìä äàõü 53 òºëººëºã÷, 
Ñåíàò äàõü 2 ñåíàò÷èéí òîîãîîð Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèä íèéò 55 ñîíãîã÷òîé þì. 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìýýð ýöñèéí 
ñàíàë ºãºõ ñîíãîã÷äûí òîî ìóæ á¿ðèéí 
õ¿í àìûí òîîòîé õóâü îéðîëöîî áàéíà. 
Õàðèí Ñåíàòàä á¿õ ìóæ àäèë ýðõ ýäëýõ 
òóõàé çàð÷ìûã äàãààä æèæèã ìóæóóäàä 
íîãäîõ òºëººëëèéí õóâü ºíäºð áàéäàã.

¯íäýñíèé õýìæýýíèé íýð íºëºº 
á¿õèé õ¿íèéã ñîíãîõ íü

¯íäñýí Õóóëèéí ¿íäýñ ñóóðèéã 
òàâèã÷äûí äóíä õàìãèéí áàãààð íóóöëàæ 
áàéñàí ç¿éë áîë Æîðæ Âàøèíãòîíûã 

ÀÍÓ-ûí àíõíû åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëîõ òóõàé 
àñóóäàë áàéëàà. Òýðáýýð îëîíä õ¿ëýýí 
çºâøººðºãäñºí ¿íäýñíèé áààòàð áàéñàí 
áºãººä õî¸ð ÷ óäàà ºðñºëäºã÷ã¿éãýýð 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëæ áàéñàí þì. 

Õàðèí Æîðæ Âàøèíãòîíû äàðàà 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ýýð ñîíãîãäîõ, òýãýõäýý çàì 
õàðãóé ìóóòàé àëñëàãäñàí ìóæ, øàøèí 
ø¿òëýãýý äàãààä õààãäìàë ãàçðóóäûí õ¿í 
àìä òàíèë áîëæ, òýäíèé ñàíàëûã àâàõ 
õ¿í òóí õîâîð áàéãààä ¿íäýñëýã÷èä ñýòãýë 
íü çîâæ áàéæýý. Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè 
íü àíõíààñàà ¿íäýñíèé õýìæýýíèé íýð 
íºëººòýé õ¿íèéã ñîíãîõûã äýìæñýí 
ñèñòåì áàéñàí. Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñèñòåìèéí àíõíû õóâèëáàðààð ñîíãîã÷ 
á¿ð õî¸ð ñàíàëûí ýðõòýé áàéõ áºãººä 
ººðèéí ìóæààñ íýð äýâøñýí õ¿íä ýäãýýð 
ñàíàëûí çºâõºí íýãèéã ºã÷ áàéõààð 
òîãòñîí áèëýý. Õàìãèéí îëîí ñàíàë 
àâñàí íýð äýâøèã÷ åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð 
ñîíãîãäîæ, ñàíàëûí òîîãîîð óäààëñàí íýð 
äýâøèã÷ äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëäîã áàéâ. 

Ñîíãîã÷èä íýã ñàíàëàà ººðèéí ìóæèéí 
“ºìíºº áàðüäàã õ¿¿äýý” ºã÷ íºãºº ¿ëäñýí 
ñàíàëàà îëíû òàíèë ¿íäýñíèé õýìæýýíèé 
íýð äýâøèã÷èä ºãíº áèç õýìýýí ¯íäñýí 
Õóóëûí ýðõ áàðèã÷èä òîîöîîëæýý. 

¯¿íýýñ ãàäíà ¿íäýñëýã÷èä àíõàíäàà 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä åðºíõèéëºã÷, äýä 
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would be no political parties or political 
tickets of a president and vice president. 
The person with the second-highest number 
of votes might come from a different 
region or faction than the president. In 
today’s terms, it would be the equivalent 
of electing Republican George W. Bush 
president in 2004 and making the runner-up, 
Democrat John Kerry, the vice president. 

The system did work to encourage 
presidential electors to vote for national 
figures. John Adams and Thomas Jefferson 
emerged as nationally known rivals within 
George Washington’s administration. 

But the framers’ conception of a 
government without political parties 
broke down quickly. John Adams and 
Alexander Hamilton became identified as 
Federalists, and Thomas Jefferson and 
James Madison as Democratic Republicans 
(the forerunner of today’s Democratic 
Party). The original Electoral College, in 
which each elector cast two votes, did not 
work well with such a party system. 

In the election of 1800, Thomas Jefferson 
ran as president for the Democratic 
Republican Party, and Aaron Burr ran as 
his vice president. This political ticket beat 
the Federalist incumbent president, John 
Adams, and his running mate, Charles 
Pinckney. But all of the electors who voted 
once for Jefferson also voted for Burr. 
While the intention of everyone was for 
Jefferson to be president and Burr vice 
president, the two ended up in a tie. The 
House of Representatives, still in the control 
of the Federalists, then had to decide the 
election. This led to machinations by the 
Federalist Party in Congress and by Burr, 
and there was a period of uncertainty as to 
who would become president. Ultimately, 
cooler heads prevailed, and Jefferson was 
elected president by the House. But the 
experience led to the 12th Amendment 
to the Constitution, which provides that 
each elector casts one vote for president 
and the other for vice president. 

åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí õàðüÿàëàãäàõ óëñ òºðèéí 
íàì áóþó óëñ òºðèéí òºëººëºë áàéõ 
¸ñã¿é ãýæ ¿çýæ áàéæýý. Òýä ñîíãóóëüä 
ÿëàã÷èéí óäààõ îëîí ñàíàë àâñàí íýð 
äýâøèã÷ íü òóõàéí ÿëàã÷ààñ ººð ìóæ 
óëñ áóþó á¿ëýãëýëýýñ íýð äýâøñýí 
õ¿í áàéæ áîëíî ãýæ òºñººëæ áàéæýý. 
ªíººãèéí áàéäàëòàé õàðüöóóëàí ¿çâýë 
2004 îíû ñîíãóóëèàð Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìûí Æîðæ Ó. Áóøèéã åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð 
ñîíãîõîä, ñàíàëûí òîîãîîð ò¿¿íèé äàðàà 
îðñîí Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí Æîí Êåððèã 
äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëãîõ áàéñàí àæýý.

Ýíýõ¿¿ ñèñòåì Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñîíãîã÷äîä óëñ ¿íäýñòíèé õýìæýýíèé 
íýð íºëººòýé õ¿íèéã ñîíãîõ ÿâäëûã 
äýìæèõ áîëîìæ îëãîæ áàéñàí þì. 
Æîí Àäàìñ, Òîìàñ Æåôôåðñîí õî¸ð 
õî¸óë Æîðæ Âàøèíãòîíû çàñàã 
çàõèðãààí äîòðîî ¿íäýñíèé õýìæýýíä 
òàíèë áîëñîí õ¿ì¿¿ñ áàéëàà.

Ãýòýë óëñ òºðèéí íàìààñ àíãèä òºð 
áàéõ òóõàé ¿íäýñëýã÷äèéí ¿çýë áàðèìòëàë 
òóí óäàëã¿é ìºõñºí þì. Æîí Àäàìñ, 
Àëåêñàíäåð Õàìèëòîí íàð Õîëáîîòíû íàì, 
Òîìàñ Æåôôåðñîí, Æýéìñ Ìýäèñîí íàð 
ºíººãèéí Àðä÷èëñàí Íàìûí àíõäàã÷èä 
áîëîõ Àðä÷èëñàí Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ íàìûã 
òóñ òóñ òºëººëºõ áîëîâ. Èéíõ¿¿ íàìóóäûí 
îðîëöîî áèé áîëñîí òóë ñîíãîã÷ á¿ð 

õî¸ð ñàíàë ºãäºã Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
àíõíû ñèñòåì òîõèðîõã¿é áîëæýý.

1800 îíû åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä 
Òîìàñ Æåôôåðñîí Àðä÷èëñàí Á¿ãä 
Íàéðàìäàõ Íàìûã òºëººëºí íýð äýâøèæ, 
Ààðîí Á¿ðð äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð íýð 
äýâøæýý. Óëñ òºðèéí ýíý òºëººëºë 
Õîëáîîòíû òàëààñ íýð äýâøñýí Æîí Àäàìñ, 
ò¿¿íèé õàìò äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èä ºðñºëäñºí 
×àðëüç Ïèíêíè íàðûã äàâæ ÿëæýý. 
Íýãýíò Æåôôåðñîíä ñàíàëàà ºãñºí áàéñàí 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñîíãîã÷èä ìºí 
Á¿ððò ñàíàëàà ºãñºí áàéíà. Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
òºñººëæ áàéñíààð Æåôôåðñºí åðºíõèéëºã÷ 
áîëæ Á¿ðð äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëîõ ¸ñòîé 
áàéòàë ýíý õî¸ðûí àâñàí ñàíàë òýíöñýí 
áàéíà. Õîëáîîòíû òàëûíõíû ýðõ ìýäýë 
äàâàìãàéëæ áàéñàí Òºëººëºã÷äèéí Òàíõèì 
óã àñóóäëûã øèéäâýðëýõ ¸ñòîé áîëîâ. 
Ýíý áàéäàë Êîíãðåññ äàõü Õîëáîîòíû 
õ¿÷íèéõýí áîëîí Á¿ððò àðãà çàëü ÿâóóëàõ 
áîëîìæ îëãîí óëìààð õýí åðºíõèéëºã÷ 
áîëîõ íü òîäîðõîé áóñ áîëñîí áàéíà. 
Ýöñèéí á¿ëýãò àñóóäàë íýãýí òèéø áîëæ 
Òºëººëºã÷äèéí Òàíõèì Æåôôåðñîíûã 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð ñîíãîæýý. ¯¿íýýñ áîëæ 
¯íäñýí Õóóëüä 12 äàõü Íýìýëò ººð÷ëºëò 
îðóóëæ ñîíãîã÷ á¿ð åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí òºëºº 
íýã ë ñàíàë ºãºõ áà íºãºº ñàíàëàà äýä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èä ºã÷ áàéõààð áîëñîí áàéíà.
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Two-Party System 

The framers did not conceive of a 
political party system and certainly 
did not design the Electoral College to 
promote one. But over time, the Electoral 
College has strengthened the two-party 
system of Democrats and Republicans. 

First, states moved to make their 
elections winnertake- all. In a winner-
take-all system, a party must be strong 
enough to win the popular vote in a state, 
not just get a noticeable percentage. 

Second, the Electoral College makes 
it necessary for parties to win states 
in multiple regions of the country. One 
could not gain a majority by just winning 
the South or the Northeast. And in fact, 
almost every recent successful presidential 
candidate has won a majority of the states. 

After the 1800 election when the 
Electoral College was changed, only once 
has the presidential election failed to 
produce a winner with a majority of the 
electors, thereby sending the election 

to the House of Representatives for a 
decision. That was in 1824, when the 
early party system was evolving. 

In 1860, Republican Abraham Lincoln 
won election with a plurality of the 
popular vote, less than 40 percent, 
benefiting from a Democratic Party split 
and multiple candidates, but he still 
received a majority of the electors. 

From time to time, third-party candidates, 
such as former President Theodore Roosevelt 
in 1912 running against his protégé, 
President William Howard Taft, won states 
and electoral votes. But those third-party 
candidates have never won the presidency, 
and the parties tended to die out quickly as 
they were not able to sustain the national 
effort needed to win the presidency or 
to win significant seats in Congress. 

Since 1972, no third-party candidate 
has won a majority in a single state. 
Even candidate Ross Perot, who won 

Õî¸ð íàìûí ñèñòåì 

¯íäýñ ñóóðèéã òàâèã÷èä íü óëñ 
òºðèéí íàì á¿õèé ñèñòåìòýé áàéõûã 
îãò áîäîîã¿é þì, èéìäýý ÷ Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéã àëü íýãýí óëñ òºðèéí íàìûã 
äýìæèõèéí òºëºº áàéãóóëààã¿é íü ëàâòàé. 
Õàðèí ÿâààíäàà Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè íü 
Àðä÷èëñàí íàì, Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ íàì 
îðñîí õî¸ð íàìûí ñèñòåìèéã áýõæ¿¿ëñýí.

Þóíû ºìíº ìóæóóä “ÿëàã÷ á¿ãäèéã 
àâíà” ãýñýí çàð÷ìààð ñîíãóóëèà ÿâóóëæ 
ýõëýñýí. Ñîíãóóëèéí ýíý ñèñòåìýýð 
áîë óëñ òºðèéí íàì íü ººðèéí ìóæèä 
òîäîðõîé òîîíû ñàíàë àâàõ áóñ á¿ðýí 
ÿëàëò áàéãóóëàõ ó÷èðòàé þì.

Äàðàà íü, óëñ îðíû ºíöºã áóëàí 
á¿ðò áàéãàà ìóæóóäàä çàéëøã¿é ÿëàëò 
áàéãóóëàõûã óëñ òºðèéí íàìóóäààñ 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè øààðääàã. Àëü íýã 
íàì íóòãèéí çºâõºí ºìíºä þìóó ç¿¿í 
õîéä õýñýãò ÿëàëò áàéãóóëñíààð óëñûí 
õýìæýýíä îëîíõèéí ñàíàë àâíà ãýæ 
áàéõã¿é. Ñ¿¿ëèéí ¿åèéí ñîíãóóëèóäûí 
áàéäëààñ õàðàõàä åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëñîí 
íýð äýâøèã÷èä ìóæóóäûí äèéëýíõ 
îëîíõèä ÿëàëò áàéãóóëñàí áàéãàà þì. 

1800 îíû ñîíãóóëèéí äàðàà Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéã ººð÷èëñíººñ õîéø Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñîíãîã÷äûí äèéëýíõ îëîíõèéí 

ñàíàëûã àâ÷ ÷àäààã¿éãýýñ åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëü á¿òýëã¿éòýæ Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
Òàíõèìààð àñóóäëûã øèéäâýðë¿¿ëñýí 
òîõèîëäîë ãàíöõàí óäàà ãàðñàí áàéíà. Ýíý 
áîë 1824 îíä áîëñîí áºãººä íàìûí ñèñòåì 
äºíãºæ á¿ðýëäýí òîãòîæ áàéñàí ¿å þì. 

1860 îíä Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ Íàìûí 
Àáðàõàì Ëèíêîëüí á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëüä äº÷õºí õóâèéí ñàíàë àâñàí 
õèðíýý åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëñîí þì. Ýíý íü 
Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí õàãàðàë ìºí ñîíãóóëüä 
õýä õýäýí íýð äýâøèã÷ ºðñºëäñºíòýé 
õîëáîîòîé þì. Ãýñýí õýäèé ÷ òýðáýýð 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñîíãîã÷äûí 
ñàíàëûí îëîíõèéã àâ÷ ÷àäñàí áàéíà.

¯å ¿åõýí ãóðàâäàã÷ íàìààñ íýð äýâøèã÷ 
ÿëæ åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëîõ íü áèé. Òóõàéëáàë, 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ àñàí Òåîäåð Ðóçüâåëò 1912 
îíä ººðèéí èâýýë õàìãààëàëòàí äîð áàéäàã 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ Óèëëüÿì Õîóàðä Òàôòòàé 
ºðñºëäºí ìóæóóäàä áîëîí Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèä ÿëæ åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëæ áàéñàí 
áàéíà. Õàðèí ãóðàâäàã÷ ººð íàìóóäûí íýð 
äýâøèã÷èä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä õýçýý 
÷ ÿëæ áàéãààã¿é áºãººä ñîíãóóëüä ÿëàõàä 
øààðäàãäàõ ¿íäýñíèé õýìæýýíèé äýìæëýã 
òóñëàëöàà, ìºí Êîíãðåññò õàíãàëòòàé 
òîîíû ñóóäàë îëæ àâ÷ ÷àäààã¿éãýýñ òºäèé 
ë óðò íàñëàëã¿é àëãà áîëäîã áàéíà.
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nearly 20 percent of the popular vote in 
1992, was not strong enough to win a 
plurality of votes in any single state. 

The Test of Time 

There have been many movements to 
change the Electoral College and to adopt 
a straight national popular vote. Since 
its creation, the Electoral College has 
been changed formally by constitutional 
amendment and informally as various 
party systems that interact with it have 
come and gone. The framers of the 
Constitution would recognize today’s 
Electoral College as an institution 
that is consistent with the separation 
of powers, with the president elected 
independently of Congress and the states. 

The framers did not foresee the rise 
of political parties, but they wanted 
national figures in the office of president, 
and one consequence of the Electoral 
College has been to make it hard for 
third parties, regional factions, or 
lesser figures to gain the presidency. 

All in all, the basic thrust of the 
Electoral College to elect a president 
with broad popular appeal, not 
dependent on Congress, and with 
national stature still operates today. 

The opinions expressed in this article do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. 
government. 

1972 îíîîñ õîéø ãóðàâäàã÷ íàìààñ íýð 
äýâøèã÷ íýã ÷ õ¿í àëü íýã ìóæèä îëîíõèéí 
ñàíàë àâ÷ ÷àäààã¿é áàéíà. Òýð áàéòóãàé 
íýð äýâøèã÷ Ðîññ Ïåðîò õ¿ðòýë 1992 îíû 
á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëüä îéðîëöîîãîîð 20 
õóâèéí ñàíàë àâñàí õèðíýý íýã ÷ ìóæèä 
îëîíõèéí ñàíàëûã àâ÷ ÷àäààã¿é þì. 

Öàã õóãàöààíû øàëãóóð

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéã ººð÷ëºí á¿õ 
íèéòèéí øóóä ñîíãóóëü ÿâóóëäàã áîëãîõ 
õºäºëãººí îëîí óäàà ãàð÷ áàéñàí þì. 
Àíõ áèé áîëñîí öàãààñ õîéø Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèä õýä õýäýí óäàà ººð÷ëºëò îðñîí 
áà èíãýõäýý ¯íäñýí Õóóëüä íýìýëò 
ººð÷ëºëò îðóóëàõ çàìààð àëáàí ¸ñîîð, 
ìºí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèòîé õàðèëöàí 
óÿëäàà õîëáîîòîé áàéäàã íàìóóäûí ñèñòåì 
íü øèíýýð ãàð÷ èðýõ, òàðæ ¿ã¿é áîëîõ 
íàìóóäûí õºäºëãººíèé óëìààñ àëáàí áóñààð 
ººð÷ëºëò îðóóëæ áàéæýý. ¯íäñýí Õóóëèéí 
ýðõ áàðèã÷èä ìààíü ºíººãèéí Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéã ýðõ ìýäëèéí õóâààðèëàëòûí 
õóâüä, ìºí Êîíðåññ áîëîí ìóæ óëñóóäàñ 
õàìààðàëã¿éãýýð  åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
ñîíãîäîã çºâ çîõèöñîí áàéãóóëëàãà 
áîëæýý ãýäãèéã õ¿ëýýí çºâøººðºõ áèç. 

Òýä óëñ òºðèéí íàìóóä ¿¿ñýí áèé 
áîëíî ãýäãèéã óðüäààñ õàðæ ÷àäààã¿é 

÷ åðºíõèéëºã÷èä ¿íäýñíèé õýìæýýíèé 
íýð íºëºº á¿õèé õ¿íèéã îëæ òàâèõûã 
÷óõàë÷èëæ áàéñàí. Õàðèí Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì íýâòð¿¿ëñíýýð àëñäàà 
ãóðàâäàã÷ íàì, îðîí íóòãèéí á¿ëýãëýë 
áóþó íýð íºëºº áàãàòàé íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí 
õóâüä åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð ñîíãîãäîõ íü 
èõýýõýí õ¿íäðýëòýé áîëñîí þìàà. 

Ãýõäýý ë á¿õýëäýý ºðãºí îëíû 
äýìæëýãèéã õ¿ëýýñýí, Êîíãðåññîîñ 
õàìààðàëã¿é, óëñ ¿íäýñòíèé õýìæýýíèé íýð 
íºëººòýé õ¿íèéã åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð ñîíãîõ 
ãýñýí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ¿íäñýí øóãàì 
ýä¿ãýý ÷ õ¿÷èí òºãºëäºð õýâýýð áàéíà. 
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How the Electoral 
College Functions 

The Constitutional Basis 
Excerpt from Article II, Section 1, of the U.S. Constitution 

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of 
America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together 
with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows: 
Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may 
direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators 
and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: 
but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust 
or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

ÑÎÍÃÎÃ×ÈÉÍ ÊÎËËÅÃÈ 

ÕÝÐÕÝÍ ÀÆÈËËÀÄÀÃ ÂÝ?

¯íäñýí Õóóëèéí ¿íäýñ
ÀÍÓ-ûí ¯íäñýí Õóóëèéí 1 ä¿ãýýð Õýñãèéí 2 äóãààð ç¿éë àíãèàñ

ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷ ã¿éöýòãýõ ýðõ ìýäëèéã ýäëýíý. Åðºíõèéëºã÷ 
ººðòýé íü íýãýí çýðýã ñîíãîãäñîí äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí õàìò 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí àëáûã äºðâºí æèëèéí õóãàöààòàéãààð 
õàøèõ áà äàðààõ æóðìààð ñîíãîãäîíî. ¯¿íä:
Ìóæ á¿ð ººðèéí õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãûí òîãòîîñîí æóðìûí 
äàãóó ººðèéí ìóæààñ Êîíãðåññò áàéãàà Ñåíàò÷ áîëîí Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
Òàíõèì äàõü Òºëººëºã÷äèéí òîîíä àäèë òýãøýýð íîîãäîõ òîîíû 
Ñîíãîã÷äûã òîìèëíî, ãýõäýý Ñåíàò÷ ýñâýë Òºëººëºã÷, ýñâýë ÀÍÓ-ûí 
òºð çàõèðãààíä àëáà õàøäàã ýòãýýäèéã ñîíãîã÷îîð òîìèëæ áîëîõã¿é.
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2000 îíû 12 äóãààð ñàðä Áîñòîí äàõü Ìàññà÷óñåòñ ìóæèéí Òàíõèìä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõ ñîíãîã÷èä ¿¿ðýãò àæèëäàà îðîõ òàíãàðàã ºðãºæ áàéãàà 
íü.  
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Presidential electors take the oath of office in December 2000 at the Massachusetts 
State House in Boston.

• Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè íü áàéãóóëëàãà 
áèø þì. Ýíý áîë ÀÍÓ-ûí ¯íäñýí Õóóëèéí 
àíõíû á¿òöèéã õýëýëöýõ ÿâöàä äàãàëäàí 
ãàð÷ èðñýí ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåì þì. ÀÍÓ-
ûã ¿íäýñëýí áàéãóóëàã÷èä Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéã ñàíàà÷ëàí áàéãóóëàõäàà 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã Êîíãðåññ ñîíãîõ áóþó á¿õ 
íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð ñîíãîõ õî¸ð çàìûí 
äóíäûí øèéäâýð áàéõààð áàéãóóëæýý. 
ÀÍÓ-ûí àðä ò¿ìýí ýõëýýä Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèä îðîõ ñîíãîã÷äûã ñîíãîíî, 
òýä äàðàà íü åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîíî. 
ÀÍÓ-ûí ¯íäýñíèé Àðõèâûí Ãàçàð íü 
õîëáîîíû çàñãèéí ãàçðûí íýãýí àãåíòëàã 
áà ñîíãîã÷èéã ñîíãîõ ÿâöûã õÿíàäàã þì. 

• Ìóæ á¿ðò îíîãäîõ ñîíãîã÷äûí òîî íü 
òóõàéí ìóæààñ Ñåíàòàä ñóóãàà ñåíàò÷äûí 

òîî (ìóæ á¿ð 
õî¸ð ñåíàò÷òàé 
áàéäàã) áîëîí 
10 æèë òóòàì 
ÿâàãääàã õ¿í 
àìûí òîîëëîãûí 
ä¿íä ¿íäýñëýí 
òîãòîîäîã ìóæ 
á¿ðýýñ ÀÍÓ-ûí 
Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
Òàíõèìä ñóóõ 
Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
òîîíû 

íèéëáýðòýé ýí òýíö¿¿ áàéäàã. Îäîîãîîð 
õàìãèéí îëîí õ¿í àìòàé ìóæ áîëîõ 
Êàëèôîðíè 55 ñîíãîã÷òîé áàéõàä õ¿í àì 
öººíòýé Óìàðä Äàêîòà ìóæ ãóðàâ áóþó 
äºðºâõºí ñîíãîã÷òîé áàéõ æèøýýòýé. 

• Ýä¿ãýý Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè íü 
Òºëººëºã÷äèéí Òàíõèìä ñóóãàà ìóæóóäûí 
òºëººëºã÷ 435 ñîíãîã÷, Ñåíàòàä ñóóãàà 
100 ñåíàò÷äûí òîîòîé òýíöýõ¿éö 535 
ñîíãîã÷ áà íèéñëýë õîò Âàøèíãòîí áóþó 
Êîëóìá ìóæààñ 3 ñîíãîã÷ íèéëñýí á¿ãä 
538 ñîíãîã÷òîé áàéõ òóë åðºíõèéëºã÷, 
äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð ñîíãîãäîõîä 
ýäãýýðèéí îëîíõè áóþó 270 ñîíãîã÷èéí 
ñàíàëûã àâñàí áàéõ øààðäëàãàòàé. 

• ÀÍÓ-ûí ¯íäñýí Õóóëüä ñîíãîã÷äîä 
òàâèãäàõ øààðäëàãûí òàëààð çààëò 

• The Electoral College is not a place. 
It is a process that began as part of the 
original design of the U.S. Constitution. 
The Electoral College was established by the 
Founding Fathers of the United States as a 
compromise between election of the president 
by Congress and election by direct popular 
vote. The people of the United States vote 
for electors, who then vote for the president. 
The National Archives is the federal 
government agency that oversees the process. 

• Each state is allocated a number of 
electors equal to the number of its U.S. 

senators (always two) plus the number of 
its U.S. representatives, which is based 
on the census of population conducted 
every 10 years. Currently, the populous 
state of California has 55 electors, while a 
state with fewer residents, such as North 
Dakota, might have only three or four. 

• The Electoral College now consists 
of 538 electors (one for each of the 435 
members of the House of Representatives 
and the 100 senators, plus three for the 
District of Columbia, the national capital, 
Washington). A majority of 270 electoral 

votes is required 
to elect the 
president and 
vice president. 

• The U.S. 
Constitution 
contains very 
few provisions 
relating to the 
qualifications 
of electors. 
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¯íäñýí Õóóëüä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè õýðõýí àæèëëàõûã çààæ, 
ñîíãîã÷ íü ÷óõàì ÿìàð õ¿í áàéõ òàëààð òîâ÷ äóðäñàí áàéäàã. 
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The Constitution sets out the way the Electoral College works, with 
little direction about who can serve as electors.

Article II provides that no member of 
Congress “or Person holding an Office 
of Trust or Profit under the United 
States” shall be appointed an elector. 

• The process for selecting electors 
varies state by state. Generally, state 
political party leaders nominate electors at 
their state party conventions or by a vote 
of the state party’s central committee. 
Electors are often selected to recognize their 

service and dedication to their political 
party. They may be state-elected officials, 
party leaders, or persons who have an 
affiliation with the presidential candidate. 

• The voters in each state choose the 
electors pledged to a presidential candidate 
on the day of the general election — 
the Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November (November 4 in 2008). The 
electors’ names may or may not appear on 

the ballot below the name of 
the candidates running for 
president, depending on the 
procedure in each state. 

• The electors in each state 
meet on the first Monday 
after the second Wednesday 
in December (December 
15 in 2008) to select the 
president and vice president 
of the United States. 

• No constitutional provision 
or federal law requires electors 
to vote in accordance with the 

òóí öººí áàéäàã. Õî¸ðäóãààð ç¿éë 
àíãèä çààõäàà ñîíãîã÷ íü ÀÍÓ-ûí 
Êîíãðåññûí ãèø¿¿í áóþó òºðèéí 
àëáàí õààã÷ áàéæ ¿ë áîëíî ãýæýý.

• Ñîíãîã÷èéã ñîíãîõ æóðàì ìóæ ìóæèä 
ººð ººð áàéäàã. Åðºíõèéäºº òóõàéí ìóæèéí 
óëñ òºðèéí íàìûí óäèðäàã÷èä íàìûíõàà èõ 

õóðàë äýýð ñîíãîã÷äîî òîìèëîí 
çàðëàäàã ýñâýë ìóæèéí 
íàìûí òºâ õîðîî íü ñîíãîäîã. 
Ñîíãîã÷äûã ñîíãîõäîî òýäíèé 
íàìäàà õèéæ á¿òýýñýí 
ç¿éëñ, áàéãóóëñàí ãàâúÿàíä 
òóëãóóðëàõ íü îëîíòàà áàéäàã. 
Ñîíãîã÷èä ººðèéí ìóæèä 
õàðèóöëàãàòàé àëáà õàøäàã 
ýñâýë íàìûí óäèðäàã÷äûí 
íýã, ýñâýë åðºíõèéëºã÷èä 
íýð äýâøèã÷òýé ÿìàð íýã 
õîëáîîòîé õ¿í áàéõ íü îëîí. 

• Ìóæ á¿ð åðºíõèéëºã÷èä 
íýð äýâøñýí ýòãýýäýä ¿íýí÷ 
áàéõàà àìëàñàí ñîíãîã÷äûã 
á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèéí ºäºð 
áóþó 11 ä¿ãýýð ñàðûí ýõíèé 
Ìÿãìàð ãàðàãò /2008 îíû 
õóâüä 11 ä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 4-íèé 
ºäºð/ ñîíãîäîã. Ñîíãîã÷èéí 
íýð íü åðºíõèéëºã÷èä 
íýð äýâøèã÷èéí íýðèéí 

äîð ñàíàëûí õóóäñàí äýýð áè÷èãäñýí 
áóþó áè÷èãäýýã¿é ÷ áàéæ áîëíî. 

• Ìóæ ìóæèéí ñîíãîã÷èä 12 äóãààð 
ñàðûí õî¸ð äàõü Ëõàãâà ãàðàãûí 
äàðààõ ýõíèé Äàâàà ãàðàãò /2008 
îíû õóâüä 12 äóãààð ñàðûí 15-íû 
ºäºð/ óóëçàæ, ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷, 
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popular vote in their state. But some state 
laws provide that so-called faithless electors 
be subject to fines or be disqualified for 
casting an invalid vote and be replaced by a 
substitute elector. The U.S. Supreme Court 
has not specifically ruled on the question 
of whether pledges and penalties for failure 
to vote as pledged may be enforced under 
the Constitution. No elector has ever been 
prosecuted for failing to vote as pledged. 

• Today it is rare for electors to 
disregard the popular vote by casting 
their electoral vote for someone other 
than their party’s candidate. Electors 
generally hold a leadership position in 
their party or were chosen to recognize 
years of loyal service to the party. 
Throughout U.S. history, more than 99 
percent of electors have voted as pledged. 

• The Electoral College vote totals 
determine the president and vice president, 
not the statistical plurality or majority 
a candidate may have in the nationwide 
popular vote totals. Four times in U.S. 

history — 1824, 1876, 1888, and 2000 
— the candidate who collected the most 
popular votes nationwide failed to win 
the majority of electoral votes. 

• In 2008, 48 out of the 50 states and the 
District of Columbia award electoral votes 
on a winner-take-all basis. For example, all 
55 of California’s electoral votes go to the 
winner of that state’s popular vote, even if 
the margin of victory is only 50.1 percent 
to 49.9 percent. Only two states, Nebraska 
and Maine, do not follow the winnertake- 
all rule. In those states, there could be a 
split of electoral votes among candidates 
through a proportional allocation of votes. 

• Congress meets in joint 
session in January of the year 
following the presidential election 
to count the electoral votes. 

• If no presidential candidate wins 
a majority of electoral votes, the 12th 
Amendment to the Constitution provides 
for the presidential election to be decided 
by the House of Representatives. The House 

äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ íàðûã ñîíãîäîã.
• Ñîíãîã÷èä ñàíàëàà ººðèéí ìóæèéí 

àðä ò¿ìíèé ñàíàëòàé íèéö¿¿ëýí ºãºõèéã 
çààñàí çààëò ¯íäñýí Õóóëü áîëîí Õîëáîîíû 
Õóóëüä áàéäàãã¿é. Ãýõäýý çàðèì ìóæèéí 
õóóëüä ¿íýí÷ áóñ ñîíãîã÷ õýìýýãäýã÷èä 
òîðãóóëü õ¿ëýýíý áóþó õ¿÷èíã¿é ñàíàë 
ºãñíèéõºº òºëºº ñîíãîã÷èéíõ íü ýðõèéã 
õàñíà ýñâýë ººð ñîíãîã÷îîð ñîëèíî ãýõ çýðýã 
çààëò áàéäàã. ÀÍÓ-ûí Äýýä Ø¿¿õ ñîíãîã÷ 
íýð äýâøèã÷èä ¿íýí÷ áàéõàà àìëàñàí ýñâýë 
àìëàëòûíõàà äàãóó ñàíàëàà ºãººã¿éãýýñ 
òîðãóóëü çýì õ¿ðòñýí çýðýã àñóóäëààð ÿìàð 
íýã øèéäâýð ãàðãàäàãã¿é áàéíà. Àìëàñàí 
¸ñîîð ñàíàëàà ºãººã¿é ãýæ øèéòãýë 
õ¿ëýýæ áàéñàí íýã ÷ ñîíãîã÷ áàéãààã¿é. 

• ªíººäºð á¿õ íèéòèéí ñàíàëûã 
¿ë îéøîîí, ººðèéí áóñ íàìûí íýð 
äýâøèã÷ õ¿íä ñàíàëàà ºãäºã ñîíãîã÷ 
áàðàã áàéäàãã¿é. Ñîíãîã÷èä ãîë÷ëîí 
ººðñäèéí íàìä óäèðäàõ áàéð ñóóðüòàé 
áàéäàã áà íàìäàà ¿íýí÷ýýð óðò óäààí 
õóãàöààíû òóðø ç¿òãýñýí ó÷èð ñîíãîã÷îîð 
ñîíãîãääîã áàéíà. ÀÍÓ-ûí ò¿¿õèéí 
òóðø ñîíãîã÷äûí 99 õóâü íü ºãñºí 
àìëàëò ¸ñîîðîî ñàíàëàà ºãñºí áàéäàã. 

• Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñàíàë íü 
åðºíõèéëºã÷, äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ íàðûã 
ñîíãîõ àñóóäëûã øèéäýõ ¿¿ðýãòýéãýýñ áóñ 
ñàíàëûí ñòàòèñòèê ä¿í ýñâýë á¿õ íèéòèéí 

ñîíãóóëèàð íýð äýâøèã÷èéí àâñàí ñàíàëûí 
ä¿íä îãò õàìààðàëã¿é þì. ÀÍÓ-ûí ò¿¿õýíä 
4 óäàà, òóõàéëáàë 1824, 1876, 1888, 2000 
îíóóäàä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä íýð 
äýâøèã÷ á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëüä îëîíõèéí 
ñàíàë àâñàí õèðíýý Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
îëîíõèéí ñàíàëûã àâ÷ ÷àäààã¿é þì. 

• 2008 îíû ñîíãóóëüä ÀÍÓ-ûí 50-èàñ 
48 ìóæ óëñ áîëîí Êîëóìá ìóæèä“ÿëàã÷ 
á¿ãäèéã àâíà” ãýñýí çàð÷ìààð ñîíãîã÷äûí 
ñàíàë ºãºãäºõ áîëíî. ªºðººð õýëáýë, 
Êàëèôîðíè ìóæààð æèøýý àâáàë òóñ 
ìóæèéí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè äýõ 55 
ñîíãîã÷ íü òóñ ìóæèéí á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëüä 50,1 õóâèéí ñàíàëààð ÷ 
áîëòóãàé ÿëñàí íýð äýâøèã÷èä á¿ãä 
ñàíàëàà ºãíº ãýñýí ¿ã þì. Õàðèí Íåáðàñêà, 
Ìýéí ãýñýí õî¸ð ìóæ “ÿëàã÷ á¿ãäèéã 
àâíà” çàð÷ìûã ìºðääºãã¿é þì. Èéìýýñ 
ýíý õî¸ð ìóæèä íýð äýâøèã÷äýä ºãºõ 
ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàë õóâààãäàæ ìýäýõ þì. 

• Êîíãðåññûí íýãäñýí õóðàëäààí 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
äàðààõ îíû 1 ä¿ãýýð ñàðä õóðàëäàæ 
ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûã òîîëäîã. 

• Õýðýâ íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí õýí íü ÷ 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí îëîíõè áîëîõ 270 
ñàíàëûã àâ÷ ÷àäààã¿é áîë ¯íäñýí Õóóëèéí 
12 äóãààð íýìýëò ¸ñîîð Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
Òàíõèì àñóóäëûã ýöýñëýí øèéäâýðëýíý. 
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would select the president by majority vote, 
choosing from the three candidates who 
received the greatest number of electoral 
votes. The vote would be taken by state, 
with each state delegation having one 
vote. If no vice presidential candidate 
wins a majority of electoral votes, the 
Senate would select the vice president by 
majority vote, with each senator choosing 
from the two candidates who received 
the greatest number of electoral votes. 

• The House has selected the president 
twice, in 1800 and 1824. The Senate has 
selected the vice president once, in 1836. 

• Reference sources indicate that over 
the past 200 years, more than 700 proposals 
have been introduced in Congress to reform 
or eliminate the Electoral College. There 
have been more proposals for constitutional 
amendments on changing the Electoral 
College than on any other subject. 

• Opinions on the viability of the 
Electoral College system may be affected by 
attitudes toward third parties — ones other 

Õàìãèéí îëîí ñàíàë àâñàí ýõíèé 3 íýð 
äýâøèã÷èéã ñîíãîí àâààä îëîíõè ñàíàë 
àâñàí õ¿íèéã Òºëººëºã÷äèéí Òàíõèì 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð ñîíãîæ áîëíî. Ñàíàë 
õóðààëòûã ìóæ á¿ðèéí Òºëººëºã÷ íýã 
ñàíàë ºãºõ çàìààð ÿâóóëíà. Õýðýâ äýä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èä ºðñºëäºã÷äèéí àëü íü 
÷ ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûí îëîíõèéã àâ÷ 
÷àäààã¿é áàéâàë õàìãèéí îëîí ñîíãîã÷äûí 
ñàíàë àâñàí õî¸ð íýð äýâøèã÷èéã 
ñîíãîí àâ÷ ñåíàò÷ á¿ð íýã ñàíàë ºãºõ 
çàìààð Ñåíàò àñóóäëûã øèéäâýðëýíý.

• 1800, 1824 îíóóäàä Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
Òàíõèì åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîæ áàéæýý. 
Õàðèí Ñåíàò ãàíöõàí óäàà áóþó 1836 îíä 
äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîæ áàéæýý. 

• Ýõ ñóðâàëæóóäààñ ¿çâýë ºíãºðñºí 200 
ãàðóé æèëä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéã ººð÷ëºõ 
áóþó òàðààõ òàëààð Êîíãðåññò 700 ãàðóé 
ñàíàë èðæ áàéæýý. Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñèñòåìèéã ººð÷ëºõ òóõàé ¯íäñýí Õóóëüä 
íýìýëò ººð÷ëºëò îðóóëàõ òàëààð èð¿¿ëñýí 
ñàíàë èë¿¿ îëîí áàéäàã áàéíà. 

• Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí öààøäûí õóâü 
çàÿàíä Àðä÷èëñàí íàì, Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìààñ ãàäíà ººð ãóðàâäàã÷ íàìóóäàä 
õàíäàõ õàíäëàãà èõýýõýí íºëººëæ áîëîõ 
þì. Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì íü 
ãóðàâäàã÷ íàìóóäûí õóâüä òºäèé ë 
àøèãòàé ñèñòåì áèø þì. 1948, 1968 

îíóóäàä ãóðàâäàã÷ íàìààñ íýð äýâøñýí õ¿í 
á¿ñ íóòãèéí õóâüä íýð íºëººòýé áàéñàí 
õýäèé ÷ ºìíºä íóòãèéí ñîíãîã÷äûí íýã 
õýñãèéí ñàíàëûã àâ÷ ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿íä 
íºëººëæ áîëîõóéö áîëñîí ÷ ãîë íàìûí íýð 
äýâøèã÷ õ¿íä äîðâèòîé ýñýðã¿¿öýë ¿ç¿¿ëæ 
÷àäààã¿é þì. Óðüä íü Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìä áàéñàí åðºíõèéëºã÷ Òåîäîð Ðóçüâåëüò 
1912 îíä ãóðàâäàã÷ íàìààñ íýð äýâøèí 
ºðñºëäñºí íü ãóðàâäàã÷ íàìûí íýð 
äýâøèã÷ õàìãèéí àìæèëòòàé ºðñºëäñºí 
ñ¿¿ë÷èéí òîõèîëäîë áàéâ. Òýðáýýð ÿëàëò 
áàéãóóëàõàä øààðäàãäàõ 266 ñîíãîã÷èéí 
ñàíàëûí 88-ûã àâ÷ Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè 
áîëîí á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëüä õî¸ðò îðæ 
áàéæýý. Òýð÷ëýí Ðîññ Ïåðîò 1992 îíû 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñàíàëûí 19 õóâèéã àâñàí áîëîâ÷ àëü 
÷ ìóæèä íºëººòýé áàéæ ÷àäààã¿é òóë 
ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàë àâ÷ ÷àäààã¿é þì. 

Ýõ ñóðâàëæ: ÀÍÓ-ûí ¯íäýñíèé Àðõèâ

than the Democratic and Republican parties. 
Third parties have not fared well in the 
Electoral College system. In 1948 and 1968, 
third-party candidates with regional appeal 
won blocs of electoral votes in the South, 
which may have affected the outcome but 
did not come close to seriously challenging 
the major party winner. The last third-
party candidate to make a strong showing 
was former Republican President Theodore 
Roosevelt in 1912. He finished a distant 
second in electoral and popular votes (taking 
88 of the 266 electoral votes then needed to 
win). Although Ross Perot won 19 percent 
of the popular vote nationwide in 1992, 
he did not win any electoral votes since he 
was not particularly strong in any state.

Source: The National Archives. 
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The Electoral College system makes electing 
the president of the United States much more 
complicated than simply counting all of the 
popular votes. The major political parties have 
to craft strategies for winning the few “swing 
states” that can determine the election. 

David Mark is senior editor at Politico 
and politico. com, print and online 
publications covering national U.S. politics. 

A
mericans cast ballots for president of 
the United States every four years, 
but, strange as it may sound, there are 

no national elections. Rather, Americans vote 
for national office in 51 individual elections 

in the 50 states and the District of Columbia 
(the capital city, Washington). Added 
together, these tallies comprise the Electoral 
College and decide presidential campaigns.

 Piecing together an Electoral College 
majority is a complex task. Presidential 
campaigns spend countless hours devising 
strategies to reach the magic number 
of 270 electoral votes, a majority of the 
538 total. Building an Electoral College 
majority inevitably means the expenditure 
of precious time and resources in one state 
at the expense of another. In the final 
weeks before election day, campaigns must 
make difficult decisions daily about the 
states that should be seriously targeted 

Winning an Electoral 
College Majority 

David Mark

ÑÎÍÃÎÃ×ÄÛÍ ÊÎËËÅÃÈÄ ÎËÎÍÕÈÉÍ 

ÑÀÍÀË ÀÂ× ßËÀÕ ÍÜ
Äýâèä Ìàðê

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì íü ÀÍÓ-
ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿íã á¿õ 
íèéòèéí ñàíàëûã òîîëæ ãàðãàõààñ èë¿¿ 
òºâºãòýé áîëãîæ áàéãàà þì. Óëñ òºðèéí 
ãîë íàìóóä ñîíãóóëèéí õóâü çàÿàã øèéääýã 
õýäõýí “ñàâëàãààòàé ìóæ”-ä ÿëàëò 
áàéãóóëàõ ñòðàòåãè áîëîâñðóóëäàã. 

Äýâèä Ìàðê áîë ÀÍÓ-ûí óëñ 
òºðèéí áîäëîãûí òàëààð áè÷äýã 
Ïîëèòèêî ñýòã¿¿ë áîëîí politico.
com, print and online publications ãýäýã 
öàõèì ñýòã¿¿ëèéí ýðõëýã÷ þì.

À
ìåðèêèéí àðä ò¿ìýí 4 æèë òóòàì 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ºº ñîíãîæ ñàíàëàà ºãäºã. 
Ãýõäýý ýíý íü ¿íäýñíèé ñîíãóóëü 

áîëäîãã¿é ó÷èð ñîíèí ñîíñîãäîæ áàéæ 
áîëîõ þì. Õàðèí àìåðèê÷óóä 50 ìóæ 
óëñ áîëîí Êîëóìá ìóæèä ÿâàãääàã áèå 
äààñàí 51 ñîíãóóëèàð ¿íäýñíèé õýìæýýíèé 

á¿ðýëäýõ¿¿íèéã ñîíãîäîã. Ñîíãîãäñîí 
õ¿ì¿¿ñ íèéëýýä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéã 
á¿ðä¿¿ëäýã õèéãýýä òýð íü åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëèéí àñóóäëûã øèéäâýðëýäýã. 

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä îëîíõèéí 
ñàíàëûã àâíà ãýäýã áîë àìàðã¿é ç¿éë þì. 
Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñóóäëûí òºëºº ñóíãààíä 
íèéò 538 ñîíãîã÷äûí îëîíõè áîëîõ 
270 ñîíãîã÷èéí ñàíàëûã àâàõûí òóëä 
ñîíãóóëèéí êàìïàíèò àæëûí ñòðàòåãè 
áîäëîãûã áîëîâñðóóëàõàä ìàø èõ öàã 
õóãàöàà çàðöóóëäàã. Ìºí ¿¿íèé òºëºº 
íýã ìóæ óëñàä çàðàõ ¸ñòîé áàéñàí ¿íýò 
öàã, õºðºíãº ìºíãèéã òóõàéí ìóæèéã 
á¿ð õàÿæ øàë îíäîî ìóæ óëñàä çàðàõàä 
õ¿ðäýã. Ñîíãóóëèéí ñ¿¿ëèéí õýäýí äîëîî 
õîíîãò êàìïàíèò àæèë ýðõëýã÷èä àëü 
ìóæ óëñûã îíèëîí á¿õ õ¿÷ýý ãàðãàæ 
àæèëëàõ, àëèíä íü òºäèé ë õ¿÷ õºðºíãº 
õàÿõã¿é áàéõûã øèéäýõ òóí àìàðã¿é 
àñóóäàëòàé òóëãàðäàã. ×èíãýõäýý ìóæ 
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Àðä÷èëñàí íàìààñ íýð äýâøñýí Áàðàê Îáàìà 
Îõàéî ìóæ óëñàä ñóðòàë÷èëãààãàà õèéæ áàéãàà 
íü. Òýðáýýð ýíä àíõàí øàòíû ñîíãóóëèà Õèëëàðè 
Êëèíòîíä àëäñàí þì.
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Democratic nominee Barack Obama campaigns 
in Ohio, where he lost the Democratic primary 
election to Hillary Clinton.

and those to be abandoned. Picking the 
wrong states in which to campaign means 
the difference between winning the White 
House and being out in the political cold 
on Inauguration Day, January 20. 

Still, political realities mean that the 
majority of states, up to 30 or so, are 
probably safely Democratic or Republican 
and not in serious contention. Spending 
time and money in these safe states would 
be a serious waste for either campaign. 

Static Playing Field 

The first decade of the 21st century 
has shown there to be fewer and fewer 
obvious targets than in past presidential 
elections. Remarkably little turnover 
occurred in the electoral map between 
the 2000 and 2004 presidential elections. 
In fact, only three states switched sides: 
Iowa and New Mexico, which went from 
supporting Democratic nominee Al Gore 
in 2000 to Republican President George 
W. Bush in 2004; and New Hampshire, 
which backed Bush in 2000 but went for 
Democratic nominee John Kerry four years 
later. That makes for one of the most static 
presidential maps in recent memory. 

Yet in 2004, 13 states were decided by 
seven or fewer percentage points: Colorado, 
Florida, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
and Wisconsin. So in 2008, campaign 
strategists for Republican nominee John 
McCain and Democratic standard-bearer 

óëñàà áóðóó ñîíãîõ íü Öàãààí Îðäîíä 
ÿëàëò áàéãóóëàõ ýñâýë ÀÍÓ-ûí øèíý 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ºðãºìæëºõ ºäºð áîëîõ 
øèíý îíû 1 ä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 20-íä óëñ òºðèéí 
õóâüä ýíý á¿õíèé ãàäíà ¿ëäýæ “öàðöàæ 
ñóóõ” õî¸ðûí ÿëãààã ìýäð¿¿ëýýä ºãíº. 

Ãýõäýý óëñ òºðèéí õóâüä áîäèò 
áàéäëûã àæâààñ ìóæ óëñóóäûí äèéëýíõ 
íü, áàðàã 30 îð÷èì íü õî¸ð íàìûí àëü 
íýãèéã íü äýìæèæ áàéãàà íü òîäîðõîé 
áîëæ èðäýã. Ýäãýýð àþóë áàãàòàé ìóæ 
óëñóóäàä öàã, õºðºíãº ìºíãº çàðöóóëàõ 
íü äýíä¿¿ ¿ðýëãýí áîäëîãî áîëîõ áèçýý.

Õºäºëãººíã¿é òîãëîëòûí òàëáàð

ªíãºðñºí õóãàöààíä áîëñîí 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèóäòàé 
õàðüöóóëâàë áàéð ñóóðü íü òîäîðõîé 
ìóæ óëñóóäûí òîî XXI çóóíû ýõíèé 
10 æèëä óëàì á¿ð öººðñººð áàéãàà íü 
àæèãëàãäàæ áàéíà. 2000, 2004 îíä áîëñîí 

åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèóäûí õîîðîíäîõ 
õóãàöààíä ñîíãóóëèéí ãàçðûí çóðàãò 
áàãàõàí ººð÷ëºëò ãàðñàí áàéíà. Õýðýã 
äýýðýý ãóðàâõàí ìóæ óëñ ë ººð÷ëºãäæýý. 
Òóõàéëáàë, 2000 îíä Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí 
íýð äýâøèã÷ Àë Ãîðûã äýìæèæ áàéñàí 
Àéîâà, Íüþ Ìåêñèêî ìóæ óëñóóä 2004 îíä 
Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ íàìûí Æîðæ Áóøèéã, 
2000 îíä Áóøèéã äýìæèæ áàéñàí Íüþ 
Õýìïøèð ìóæ óëñ äºðâºí æèëèéí äàðàà 
ãýõýä Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí Æîí Êåððèã 
äýìææýý. Ýíý íü åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëèéí õàìãèéí áàãà õºäºëãººíòýé 
ãàçðûí çóðàãò òîîöîãäîæ áàéíà. 

Á¿ð 2004 îíä Êîëîðàäî, Ôëîðèäà, 
Àéîâà, Ìè÷èãàí, Ìèííåñîòà, Íåâàäà, Íüþ 
Õýìïøèð, Íüþ Æåðñè, Íüþ Ìåêñèêî, 
Îõàéî, Îðåãîí, Ïåííñèëüâàíè, Âèñêîíñèí 
çýðýã 13 ìóæ óëñàä ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿í 7 áóþó 
òýðíýýñ ÷ áàãà õóâèàð øèéäâýðëýãäýæ 
áàéñàí áàéíà. Õàðèí ýíý 2008 îíä Á¿ãä 
Íàéðàìäàõ íàìààñ íýð äýâøèã÷ Æîí 
ÌàêÊýéí áîëîí Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí òóã 
áàðèã÷ Áàðàê Îáàìà íàðûí àëü àëèíûõ íü 
ñîíãóóëèéí êàìïàíèé ñòðàòåãè áîäëîãûã 
òîäîðõîéëîã÷èä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñàíàëûí òºëºº ÿâóóëàõ “òîãëîëòûíõîî” 
õ¿ðýýã òýëæ, ºìíºõººñ èë¿¿ îëîí ìóæèä 
àç òóðøèí ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûã îëíîîð 
àâàõûí òºëºº øàðãóó àæèëëàæ áàéíà. 
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Barack Obama are looking for ways to 
expand the playing field and to put more 
states’ Electoral College votes in play. 

Obama’s plan, for instance, calls for 
broadening the electoral map by challenging 
McCain in typically Republican states, 
including North Carolina, Missouri, and 
Montana. McCain’s strategy, meanwhile, 
aims to compete for states that have recently 
voted Democratic, such as Pennsylvania 
— where Obama was soundly beaten in 
the primary election for the Democratic 
nomination by Senator Hillary Clinton 
— and Michigan, where Obama did not 
compete in the primary. Officials from 
both campaigns confidently predict that 
they will steal states that have been in the 
other party’s column in recent elections. 

Electoral College Strategies 

Obama’s route to the necessary 270 
electoral votes starts with holding every 
state won by John Kerry in 2004 and 
focusing on a handful of states that Obama 

Æèøýý íü, Îáàìàãèéí òºëºâëºãººãººð, 
Óìàðä Êàðîëèíà, Ìèññóðè, Ìîíòàíà çýðýã 
¿íäñýíäýý Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ÷óóäûí òàëûí 
ìóæóóäàä ÌàêÊýéíòýé èë¿¿ ºðñºëäºõººð 
ñîíãóóëèéí ãàçðûí çóðãàà òýëýõýýð 
áàéãàà àæ. Õàðèí ÌàêÊýéíû ñòðàòåãè áîë 
ñ¿¿ëèéí ¿åä ñàíàëàà Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí 
òàëä èë¿¿ ºãººä áàéãàà, àíõàí øàòíû 
ñîíãóóëèéí ¿åýð Àðä÷èëñàí íàìààñ 
íýð äýâøèã÷ Õèëëàðè Êëèíòîíä õ¿íä 
öîõèóëñàí Ïåííñèëüâàíè ìºí àíõàí øàòíû 
ñîíãóóëèàð Îáàìà ºðñºëäºæ ÷àäààã¿é 
Ìè÷èãàí çýðýã ìóæóóäûã îíöãîéëîí 
îíèëîîä áàéãàà àæýý. Õî¸ð òàëûí êàìïàíèò 
àæëûã õàðèóöàã÷èä ºìíºõ ñîíãóóëèàð 
ºðñºëäºã÷èéíõ íü íàìä ñàíàë ºã÷ áàéñàí 
ìóæ óëñóóäûã ÿòãàæ ººðèéí òàëä òàòàæ 
÷àäíà ãýäýãò èòãýë òºãñ áàéíà ãýæýý.

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñòðàòåãè áîäëîãî

Ñîíãîã÷äîîñ ÿëàëòûí 270 ñàíàëûã 
àâàõûí òóëä Îáàìà þóíû ºìíº 2004 
îíä Æîí Êåððèãèéí ÿëàëò áàéãóóëæ 
áàéñàí á¿õ ìóæèéã õÿíàëòäàà áàðüæ 
áàéõààñ ãàäíà ò¿¿íèé çºâëºõ¿¿äèéí ¿çýæ 
áàéãààãààð àëü íýã òàë ðóó õºðâºõºä 
áýëýí áàéãàà öººí õýäýí ìóæèä àíõààðëàà 
òºâëºð¿¿ëýõýýñ ýõëýõ àæýý. Êåððè òóõàéí 

advisers think are ripe for conversion. 
Kerry won 252 electoral votes. To pick up 
18 more electoral votes, Obama will target 
Iowa, Virginia, North Carolina, New Mexico, 
Nevada, and Colorado, among others. His 
list also includes Ohio, where he lost the 
primary to Clinton but which, in 2006 
midterm elections, shifted dramatically 
toward the Democrats. For his part, McCain 
hopes voters will help him hold on to Ohio, 
which has been critical to Republican success 
in the past two presidential elections, 
and convert Michigan, Pennsylvania, and 
Wisconsin to the Republican column. 

¿åä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 252 ñîíãîã÷èéí 
ñàíàëûã àâ÷ áàéñàí òóë Îáàìàãèéí õóâüä 
áóñàä 18 ñîíãîã÷èéí ñàíàëûã àâàõûí 
òóëä Àéîâà, Âèðæèíèà, Óìàðä Êàðîëèíà, 
Íüþ Ìåêñèêî, Íåâàäà áîëîí Êîëîðàäî 
ìóæóóäûã îíèëîîä áàéíà. Îáàìà îíöëîõ 
ìóæ óëñóóäûíõàà æàãñààëòàä àíõàí 
øàòíû ñîíãóóëèéí ¿åýð Õèëëàðè Êëèíòîíä 
ÿëàãäñàí Îõàéîã îðóóëààä áàéãàà. Ýíý 
ìóæ óëñ 2006 îíû äóíä øàòíû ñîíãóóëèàð 
Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûíõíû òàëä îãöîì øèëæèæ 
îðñîí þì. Õàðèí ÌàêÊýéíû õóâüä òýðáýýð 
ñ¿¿ëèéí õî¸ð ñîíãóóëèéí òóðø Á¿ãä 
Íàéðàìäàõ÷óóäàä ÿëàëò áàéãóóëàõàä 
íü ÷óõàë ¿¿ðýã ã¿éöýòãýñýí Îõàéî 
ìóæèéã õÿíàëòäàà áàéëãàæ, Ìè÷èãàí, 
Ïåííñèëüâàíè, Âèñêîíñèí ìóæóóäûã 
Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ÷óóäûí òàëä òàòàæ 
îðóóëàõàä íü ýäãýýð ìóæèéí ñîíãîã÷èä 
ò¿¿íä òóñàëíà õýìýýí íàéäàæ áàéãàà þì. 

Republican 
nominee 
John McCain 
campaigns 
in Ohio, one 
of the closely 
divided states.

Á¿ãä 
Íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìààñ íýð 
äýâøèã÷ Æîí 
ÌàêÊåéí 
õºðø 
îéðîëöîî 
Îõàéî ìóæèä 
áîëæ áàéãàà 
ñîíãóóëèéí 
êàìïàíèò 
àæëûí ¿åýð. ©
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But sometimes campaigns’ Electoral 
College state-targeting strategies are not 
everything they seem. Campaigns often 
engage in elaborate ruses to make it appear 
as if they are spending serious amounts 
of money to win a state, when in reality 
they have no such intentions. The idea 
is to force the rival campaigns to spend 
precious time and money in states they 
would have ordinarily considered safe — 
to play defense in their home territory. 

A classic example of this “head fake” 
strategy came during the heated closing 
days of the 2000 presidential campaign, 
when Democratic Vice President Al Gore 
ran to succeed his boss, President Bill 
Clinton, while the Republican nominee 
was Texas Governor George W. Bush. 
In October 2000, just weeks before 
election day, the Bush campaign made the 
questionable decision to run expensive 
television and radio ads in California, 
which, with 54 electoral votes (it now has 
55), is the mother lode of presidential 
politics. The Bush team spent more than 

$1 million advertising in California’s 
expensive media markets — Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and San Diego — and 
Republican vice presidential nominee Dick 
Cheney spent a precious day barnstorming 
the state in the campaign’s closing days 

The Gore campaign, however, did not take 
the bait. Confident of strong Democratic 
support in California, the Democratic team 
focused its finite resources elsewhere. 
That turned out to be a smart strategy, 
as Gore won California handily, with 53 
percent of the vote to Bush’s 42 percent. 

But in Ohio, the Gore campaign pulled 
out far too early and denied itself the 
potential opportunity to win the state’s 
21 electoral votes. While Gore’s campaign 
had expected a large Republican victory in 
Ohio, it turned out that Bush won by only 
3.5 percentage points. With more attention, 
the statewide result might very well have 
been different, and a victory would have 
more than ensured the presidency for Gore. 

Òýãýõäýý ìóæ óëñóóäûã îíèëñîí ñòðàòåãè 
íü çàðèì ¿åä ºðñºëäºã÷èéã òººðºãä¿¿ëýõ 
ñàíàà àãóóëäàã. Êàìïàíèò àæëûã ýðõëýã÷èä 
ºíãºí äýýðýý àëü íýã ìóæèä ÿëàëò 
áàéãóóëàõûí òºëºº èõýýõýí õºðºíãº õàÿæ 
õ¿÷ ãàðãàæ áàéãàà ìýò àÿãëàõ õèðíýý 
öààãóóðàà íàðèéí çàëü ìýõ õýðýãëýæ 
ñóóäàã. Èíãýõèéí ó÷èð ãýâýë ºðñºëäºã÷èéã 
áàòàëãààòàé ãýæ ¿çýæ áàéñàí ìóæ óëñäàà 
àþóëààñ áîëãîîìæëîõ ¿¿äíýýñ òºëºâëººã¿é 
áàéñàí ¿íýò öàã, õºðºíãº ìºíãº çàðàõààñ 
ººð ñîíãîëòã¿é áîëãîæ, ººðèéí òàëä 
áàéãàà ìóæ óëñóóäààñ àíõààðëûã íü 
õºíäèéð¿¿ëýõèéã çîðüäîã þì. 

Èéíõ¿¿ ºðñºëäºã÷èéí “òîëãîéã 
ýðã¿¿ëýõ” çàëüò ñòðàòåãèéí ñîíãîäîã 
æèøýýã 2000 îíû åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëèéí õàëóó áóöàëñàí õààëòûí 
ºäð¿¿äýä Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ íàìààñ íýð 
äýâøñýí Òåõàñ ìóæèéí àìáàí çàõèðàã÷ 
Æîðæ Áóø, ººðèéí äàðãà, åðºíõèéëºã÷ 
Áèëë Êëèíòîíûã çàëãàìæëàõààð Àðä÷èëñàí 
íàìààñ íýð äýâøñýí äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ Àë 
Ãîð íàðûí ºðñºëäñºí áàéäëààñ õàðæ áîëíî. 
Áóøèéí ñîíãóóëèéí áàãèéíõàí 2000 îíû 
10 äóãààð ñàðä ñîíãóóëèàñ õýäõýí äîëîî 
õîíîãèéí ºìíº 54 ñîíãîã÷òîé (ýä¿ãýý 55), 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí áîäëîãûí öºì õýìýýãääýã 
Êàëèôîðíè ìóæèä õýâëýë ìýäýýëëèéí 
õýðýãñëýýð äàìæóóëàí èõýýõýí ºíäºð 

¿íýýð ñîíãóóëèéíõàà ñóðòàë÷èëãààã 
ÿâóóëàõààð ñýæèã á¿õèé øèéäâýð ãàðãàñàí 
áèëýý. Òýðýýð õýâëýë ìýäýýëëèéí àñàð 
¿íýòýé çàõ çýýë áîëîõ Êàëèôîðíè ìóæèéí 
Ëîñ Àíæåëîñ, Ñàí Ôðàíöèñêî, Ñàí 
Äèåãî õîòóóäàä Áóøèéí áàãèéíõàí ñàÿ 
ãàðóé äîëëàð çàðöóóëñàí þì. Ìºí Á¿ãä 
Íàéðàìäàõ íàìààñ äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èä 
íýð äýâøñýí Äèêê ×åííè êàìïàíèò 
àæëûí ñ¿¿ëèéí ºäð¿¿äýä óã ìóæààð 
õºíäëºí ãóëä àÿëàí, ñóðòàë÷èëãààãàà 
õèéí ¿íýò öàãàà çàðñàí àæ. 

Ãýõäýý Ãîðûí áàãèéíõàí òýð õàâõàíä íü 
îðîîã¿é þì. Êàëèôîðíè÷óóä Àðä÷èëñàí 
íàìûã äýìæèíý ãýäýãò èòãýëòýé áàéñàí 
òýä ººðñäèéí õÿçãààðëàãäìàë õºðºíãº 
ìºíãèéã ººð ìóæèä çàðöóóëàõààð 
òºëºâëºñºí àæýý. ×èíãýõ íü çºâ áàéñàí 
íü íîòëîãäîæ, Ãîð Êàëèôîðíèà ìóæèä 
53 õóâèéí ñàíàë àâ÷, 42 õóâèéí ñàíàëòàé 
Áóøèéã õÿëáàðõàí ÿëñàí þì. 

Õàðèí Îõàéî ìóæèä Ãîðûí áàãèéíõàí 
ñóðòàë÷èëãààãàà äýíä¿¿ ýðò çîãñîîñíîîñ 
áîëæ óã ìóæèéí 21 ñîíãîã÷èéí 
ñàíàëûã àâ÷ ÿëàëò áàéãóóëàõ á¿ðýí 
áîëîìæîî àëäñàí þì. Îõàéî ìóæèä 
òîìîîõîí ÿëàëò áàéãóóëíà õýìýýí 
íàéäàæ áàéñàí Ãîð Áóøèä åðäºº ë 3,5 
õóâèàð ÿëàãäñàí. Ãîðûí õóâüä àðàé ë 
äóòóó òîîöîîëñîí áàéíà, òýãýýã¿éñýí 
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Supreme Court decision stopping a statewide 
recount, was enough to give the Republican 
ticket all of the state’s electoral votes. 

In 1988, Republican nominee George 
H.W. Bush won 426 Electoral College 
votes to 112 for Massachusetts Governor 
Michael Dukakis, the Democratic nominee, 
making it appear as a lopsided victory. But 
Bush’s margins of victory in many states 
were relatively slim, making for a broad 
but shallow victory (California, 51 to 48 
percent; Connecticut, 52 to 47 percent; 
Illinois, 51 to 49 percent; Maryland, 
51 to 48 percent; Missouri, 52 to 48 
percent; New Mexico, 52 to 47 percent; 
Pennsylvania 51 to 48 percent; Vermont, 
51 to 48 percent). The vote differentials 
in other Electoral College-rich states were 
not considerably larger. With a campaign 
more responsive to attacks against them 
and being more aggressive in setting the 
issues agenda, Democrats might have won. 

And in 2000, Gore lost New Hampshire 
48.1 percent to 46.8 percent. That proved 

The 2008 nominees have similarly 
mentioned several states as possibilities to 
be competitive; in reality, though, they will 
likely not be so. Obama’s aides have said 
some states where they intend to campaign 
— such as Georgia, Missouri, Montana, 
and North Carolina — might ultimately 
not turn from Republican to Democratic. 
But the result of making an effort there 
could force McCain to spend money or send 
him to campaign in what should be safe 
ground, rather than using those resources 
in crucial battleground states such as Ohio. 
Winner Take All For presidential campaign 
strategists, one of the most frustrating 
aspects of the Electoral College is the rule 
in almost every state that the winner of 
the statewide vote gets all of that state’s 
electoral votes, no matter how close the 
margin. George W. Bush in 2000 famously 
won Florida — and the presidency — by 
537 votes out of more than 6 million cast 
in the Sunshine State. Still, even that 
narrowest of margins, made official only 
after 36 days of legal wrangling and a 

áîë óëñûí õýìæýýíä ñîíãóóëèéí 
ä¿í ººðººð ãàð÷ ò¿¿íä åðºíõèéëºã÷ 
áîëîõ áîëîìæ ãàðàõ áàéñàí áàéõ. 

2008 îíû ñîíãóóëüä íýð äýâøèã÷èä 
õýä õýäýí ìóæèä øèð¿¿õýí ºðñºëäºíº 
ãýæ áàéãàà áîëîâ÷ õýðýã äýýðýý òèéì áèø 
÷ áàéæ ìýäíý. Îáàìàãèéí òóñëàõóóäûí 
õýëæ áàéãààãààð, òýäíèé êàìïàíèò àæèë 
òºëºâëººä áàéãàà Æîðæèà, Ìèçóðè, 
Ìîíòàíà, Óìàðä Êàðîëèíà ãýõ çàðèì 
ìóæ óëñ Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ÷óóäààñ óðâàæ 
Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí òàëä îðîõ íàéäâàð 
òóí áàãà þì. Òýãýõäýý ÌàêÊýéíûã 
ºðãºíººð äýìæäýã ýäãýýð ìóæèä ò¿¿íèé 
ºðñºëäºã÷èéã ýð÷èìòýé ñóðòàë÷èëâàë 
ÌàêÊåéí ººðèéí ýðõã¿é ýíä áàéð ñóóðèà 
õàìãààëàõûí òóëä õºðºíãº ìºíãº, 
öàãàà çàðàõ áà èíãýñýí òîõèîëäîëä àëü 
÷ òàëðóó ñàâëàæ ìýäýõ Îõàéî çýðýã 
÷óõàë ìóæ óëñàä çàðàõ öàã, õºðºíãº 
ìºíãºíººñ íü õîðîãäîíî ãýñýí ¿ã þì.

ßëàã÷ á¿ãäèéã àâíà

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí “ÿëàã÷ á¿ãäèéã 
àâíà” ãýñýí ä¿ðýì æóðìûí äàãóó ìóæ 
óëñóóäûí ñîíãîã÷èä ººðñäèéí ñàíàëàà á¿ãä 
ñàíàëûí òîî ÿëèõã¿é çºð¿¿òýé áàéñàí ÷ 
òóõàéí ìóæ óëñàä á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëüä 
ÿëñàíä òîîöîãäîõ íýð äýâøèã÷èä ºãäºã áà 

èíãýäýã íü åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
êàìïàíèò àæëûí áîäëîãî áîëîâñðóóëàã÷äûí 
õóâüä õàìãèéí èõ äóðã¿éöäýã ç¿éë áîëäîã 
þì. 2000 îíä Æîðæ Áóø 6 ñàÿ ãàðóé 
ñîíãîã÷òîé íàðëàã ìóæ Ôëîðèäàä 537-
õîí ñàíàëûí çºð¿¿ãýýð ÿëàëò áàéãóóëñàí 
áèëýý. 36 ºäðèéí òóðø ¿ðãýëæèëñýí ýðõ 
ç¿éí øèð¿¿í ìàðãààí, Äýýä Ø¿¿õýýñ 
ãàðãàñàí äàõèí òîîëëîãûã çîãñîîõ øèéäâýð 
çýðýã ¿éë ÿâäëóóäûí äàðàà ë öººí 
ñàíàëûí äàâóóòàéãààð áàéãóóëñàí òýðõ¿¿ 
ÿëàëòûã àëáàí ¸ñîîð õ¿ëýýí çºâøººð÷, 
òóõàéí ìóæèéí á¿õ ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûã 
Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ íàìä ºã÷ áàéñàí þì.   

1988 îíä Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ íàìààñ íýð 
äýâøèæ áàéñàí ýöýã Áóø Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí 426 ñàíàëûã àâ÷ ººðèéí 
ºðñºëäºã÷ Àðä÷èëñàí Íàìààñ íýð 
äýâøèã÷ Ìàññà÷¿ñåòñ ìóæèéí àìáàí 
çàõèðàã÷ Ìàéêë Äóêàêèñò åðäºº 112 
ñàíàë ¿ëäýýí èëò äàâóó ÿëæ áàéñàí 
áàéíà. Ãýõäýý Áóø áóñàä îëîí ìóæ óëñàä 
òóí ÿëèìã¿é õóâèàð ÿëàëò áàéãóóëñàí 
þì. Òóõàéëáàë, Êàëèôîðíèä 51:48, 
Êîííåêòèêóòàä 52:47, Èëëèíîèñò 51:49, 
Ìýðèëàíäàä 51:48, Ìèññóðèä 52:48, Íüþ 
Ìåêñèêîä 52:47, Ïåííñèëüâàíèä 51:48, 
Âåðìîíòîä 51:48 ãýõ ìýò. Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí õàðüöàíãóé îëîí ñîíãîã÷òîé 
ìóæ óëñóóäàä ÷ ãýñýí ÿëàëòàä õ¿ðãýñýí 
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to be a crucial margin because New 
Hampshire’s four electoral votes would have 
given Gore an Electoral College majority of 
271 — making the disputed Florida results 
irrelevant. Also, a victory for Gore in his 
home state of Tennessee in 2000 would have 
locked up the election. Instead, Tennessee’s 
11 electoral votes went to Bush, by about 
4 percentage points, making Gore the first 
presidential nominee to lose his home state 
since Democrat George McGovern in 1972, 
and helping to cost him the presidency. 

Electability in the General Election 

When Democratic and Republican primary 
election voters cast ballots for their party’s 
nominee, they often take into consideration 
not only which candidate they prefer based 
on issues and personal qualities, but also 
which one has the best chance for winning 
the general election in November. 

That’s a big reason why John Kerry 
won the 2004 Democratic presidential 
nomination over former Vermont Governor 

Howard Dean. Early in the election cycle, 
Dean’s furious criticism of the Iraq war 
and Bush administration policies generally 
propelled him from obscurity to front-
runner in the Democratic presidential 
primary pack. His fiery rhetoric struck 
a chord with Democratic primary voters, 
who felt frustrated that many of their 
party’s own leaders in Congress had been 
unwilling to challenge Bush aggressively. 

But Dean’s uneven performance on 
the campaign trail and his inexperience 
in national politics led Democratic 
primary voters eventually to choose 
Kerry, a senator for nearly 20 years. 
Kerry was a known quantity and a 
serviceable, if uninspiring, speaker 
whom they figured would be a tougher 
opponent against Bush. In the aftermath 
of the primaries, a quipster said many 
Democrats “dated Dean, married Kerry.” 

The Electoral College map became a major 
issue in the 2008 Democratic presidential 
nomination fight. In a race that lasted 

ñàíàëûí õàðüöàà òºäèé èõ áàéãààã¿é. 
Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûíõàí ñîíãóóëèéí 
êàìïàíèò àæëûí ÿâöàä ºðñºëäºã÷èéíõºº 
ýñðýã õèéõ äàéðàëòàä èë¿¿ àíõààð÷, 
èë¿¿ äàâøèíãóé áàéñàí áîë ÿëàëò 
áàéãóóëàõ á¿ðýí áîëîìæòîé áàéñàí þì. 

2000 îíû ñîíãóóëüä íýð äýøèã÷ Ãîð 
Íüþ Õýìïøèð ìóæ óëñàä òóí ÿëèìã¿é 
áóþó 48.1 õóâèàð ÿëàãäñàí. Ýíý íü 
ñîíãóóëèéã øèéäâýðëýõ õóâü áîëæ òààðñàí. 
Õýðâýý Íüþ Õýìïøèðèéí Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí äºðâºí ñîíãîã÷èéí ñàíàëûã 
àâñàíñàí áîë íèéò 271 ñîíãîã÷èéí 
ñàíàëààð ÿëàëò áàéãóóëæ ÷àäàõ áàéñàí. 
Òýãñýí òîõèîëäîëä ìàðãààíòàé áàéñàí 
Ôëîðèäàãèéí ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿í ÿìàð 
÷ øèéäâýðëýõ ¿¿ðýãã¿é áàéõ áàéñàí 
þì. Ìºí Ãîð ººðèéí òºðºëõ ìóæ 
Òåííåññèä ÿëàëò áàéãóóë÷èõñàí áîë 
ñîíãóóëü òîäîðõîé áîëîõ áàéëàà. Ãýòýë 
Òåííåññèãèéí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
11 ñîíãîã÷ Áóøèä ñàíàëàà ºã÷ Ãîðûí 
ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿íã 4 õóâèàð äîîø òàòæýý. 
Èéíõ¿¿ òóñ ìóæ óëñààñ åðºíõèéëºã÷èä 
Àðä÷èëñàí Íàìààñ íýð äýâøèí 1972 
îíä ºðñºëäñºí Æîðæ Ìàêãîâåðíû äàðàà 
Ãîð ººðèéí òºðñºí ìóæ óëñäàà ÿëàãäàë 
õ¿ëýýñýí àíõíû íýð äýâøèã÷ áîëñîí þì. 

Á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëüä îëíû 
äýìæëýãèéã àâ÷ ñîíãîãäîõ ÷àäâàð

ÀÍÓ-ûí õî¸ð òîì íàìûí ñîíãîã÷èä 
íàìûíõàà íýð äýâøèã÷èéí òºëºº 
ñàíàëàà ºãºõäºº þóíû ºìíº òóõàéí íýð 
äýâøèã÷èéí õóâèéí çàí ÷àíàð, äýâø¿¿ëæ 
áóé àñóóäëóóä çýðãýýñ õàìààðàí õýíèéã 
ñîíãîõîî òîîöîîëîõîîñ ãàäíà 11 ä¿ãýýð ñàðä 
áîëîõ á¿õ íèéòèéí ñàíàë õóðààëòàä õýí íü 
ÿëàõ áîëîìæòîé áàéãààã õàðãàëçäàã. Æîí 
Êåððè 2004 îíä ººðèéí íàìûí ºðñºëäºã÷ 
Âåðìîíòûí àìáàí çàõèðàã÷ áàéñàí 
Õîâàðä Äèéíèéã ÿëæ, åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëüä Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí ãîë íýð 
äýøèã÷ áîëæ ÷àäñàí íü ¿¿íòýé õîëáîîòîé 
þì. Ñîíãóóëèéí êàìïàíèò àæëûí ýõýí 
¿åä Äèéí Èðàê äàõü äàéí, Áóøèéí çàñàã 
çàõèðãààíû áîäëîãî çýðãèéã õ¿÷òýé 
ø¿¿ìæèëæ áàéñàí íü äàëä áàéñàí 
ò¿¿íèéã Àðä÷èëñàí íàìààñ åðºíõèéëºã÷èä 
ºðñºëäºã÷èéí òýðã¿¿í ôðîíòîä ãàðãàæ 
èðñýí þì. Ò¿¿íèé ãàë öîãòîé õóðö õýëëýã 
íü Áóøèéí ýñðýã çîðèìîã äàâøèíãóé 
òýìöýõã¿é áàéãàà Êîíãðåññ äàõü ººðèéí 
íàìûí óäèðäàã÷äàä óðàì õóãàðààä 
áàéñàí Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí àíõàí øàòíû 
ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàà áîäîëòîé ÿã íèéëæ áàéâ. 

Ãýâ÷ Äèéíèé êàìïàíèò àæëàà 
ÿâóóëàõäàà òóóøòàé áóñ, ìºí äîòîîä 
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for nearly six months and wasn’t decided 
until all primary and caucus states had 
cast ballots, Hillary Clinton argued that 
she should be her party’s nominee because 
she stood a better chance than nomination 
rival Barack Obama of beating Republican 
nominee John McCain in the general election. 

Clinton pointed to her primary 
victories in swing states such as Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. The 
argument seemed to hold little water 
with Democrats, who chose Obama as 
the party nominee to oppose McCain. 

Democrats will find out November 4 
whether the electorate validates the party’s 
nomination choice. After all, a winning 
Electoral College coalition is a constantly 
shifting target for campaigns. Perhaps 
most vexing, it is virtually the only facet of 
American government in which the winner of 
the greatest number of votes in an election is 
not automatically the victor. As the Obama 
and McCain campaigns work frantically in 
the election’s final weeks to stitch together 

at least 270 votes, what seems like a winning 
combination one day could come up short in 
the only measure that ultimately counts — 
the state-by-state count on Election Day.

 The opinions expressed in this article do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. 
government. 

áîäëîãîîð òóðøëàãà äóòìàã áàéñàí 
çýðýã íü ÿâààíäàà Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí 
äýìæèã÷äèéã 20 îð÷èì æèë ñåíàò÷ààð 
àæèëëàñàí Êåððèéí òàë ðóó òàòñàí þì. 
Êåððè áîë àæèë àìüäðàëûí òóðøëàãàòàé 
õ¿í áºãººä Áóøèéí ýñðýã òýìöýæ ÷àäàõ 
ºðñºëäºã÷ áàéæ áîëîõ þì ãýæ òýä ¿çñýí 
áàéíà. Àíõàí øàòíû ñîíãóóëèéí äàðààãààð 
Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûíõíû äóíä “Äèéíèéã 
îðõèæ Êåððèòýé ãýðëýâ” ãýñýí ÿðèà ãàð÷ýý. 

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ãàçðûí çóðàã 
2008 îíû åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä 
ºðñºëäºã÷äèéí òóëààíû òîìîîõîí àñóóäëûí 
íýã áîëîîä áàéãàà àæýý. Íàìûí ãîë íýð 
äýâøèã÷èéí òºëºº ñóíãàà áàðàã çóðãààí 
ñàð îð÷èì ¿ðãýëæèëæ, àíõàí øàòíû 
ä¿í ýöýñëýí ãàðààã¿é áàéõ ¿åä Õèëëàðè 
Êëèíòîí ººðèéãºº Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìûí íýð äýâøèã÷ Æîí ÌàêÊýéíòýé 
á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëüä ºðñºëäºí ÿëàõ 
òàëààð Îáàìàãààñ èë¿¿ áîëîìæòîé ãýæ 
¿çýæ áàéñàí òóë Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí ãîë 
íýð äýâøèã÷ áàéõ ¸ñòîé ãýñýýð áàéëàà. 

Õèëëàðè Êëèíòîí Îõàéî, Ïåííñèëüâàíè, 
Áàðóóí Âèðæèíèà çýðýã ¿çýë áîäîë 
íü ñàâëàäàã ìóæóóäàä àíõàí øàòíû 
ñîíãóóëüä áàéãóóëñàí ººðèéí ÿëàëòûã 
îíöîëæ áàéâ. Ò¿¿íèé ýíýõ¿¿ óõóóëãà 
ÿðèà íü ÌàêÊýéíèé ýñðýã ººðèéí íàìààñ 
ãîë íýð äýâøèã÷ýýð Îáàìàã ñîíãîñîí 

Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûíõíûã ÿòãàæ äèéëñýíã¿é.
Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûíõàí Ñîíãîã÷äûí 

Êîëëåãè òýäíèé ñîíãîëòûã áàòëàõ ýñýõèéã 
11 ä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 4-íä õàðàõ áîëíî. 
¯íäñýíäýý Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä ÿëàëò 
áàéãóóëíà ãýäýã áîë êàìïàíèò àæèë 
óäèðäàã÷äûí õóâüä áàéíãûí õºäºëãººíò 
áàé áîëäîã þì. Ñîíãóóëüä õàìãèéí îëîí 
ñàíàë àâñàí õ¿í íü øóóä ÿëàã÷ áîëäîãã¿é 
íü Àìåðèêèéí çàñàã òºðèéí íýã îíöëîã 
áºãººä õàìãèéí èõ óðàì õóãàëäàã ç¿éë 
þì. Îáàìà, ÌàêÊýéí õî¸ðûí êàìïàíèò 
àæëûã ÿâóóëàã÷èä äîð õàÿõàä 270 ñàíàë 
àâàõûí òºëºº ñîíãóóëèéí ñ¿¿ë÷èéí 
õîíîãóóäàä øàðãóó àæèëëàæ áàéãàà ÷ 
ñîíãóóëèéí ýöñèéí òýð ºäºð ìóæ òóñ á¿ðýýð 
ÿâàãäàõ òîîëëîãûí ä¿í íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí 
çºâõºí íýãýíä íü ÿëàëò àâ÷èðíà. 

Ýíý íèéòëýëä äóðäàãäñàí ¿çýë áîäîë íü ÀÍÓ-
ûí çàñãèéí ãàçðûí áîäëîãî, áàéð ñóóðèéã çààâàë 
òóñãàñàí áàéõ àëáàã¿é.             
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Timothy Willard, one of the 538 
presidential electors from 2004, recounts 
his experience. His candidate lost. 

Bruce Odessey is the managing editor 
for this edition of eJournal USA. 

O
ne day in December 2004, Timothy G. 
Willard took a few hours off from his 
law practice in Georgetown, Delaware, 

and traveled to the state capital, Dover, to 
vote for president of the United States. 

A lot of people probably believed that the 
citizens of Delaware had voted for president 
a month earlier, but actually they had voted 
for three electors pledged to vote for either 
Republican George W. Bush or Democrat 
John F. Kerry in the Electoral College. 

Willard was a state Democratic 
Party stalwart, a former county party 
chairman who had served as a delegate 
to the national party’s 2000 nominating 
convention and worked on the state 
party’s 2004 political platform. 

Delaware, one of the smallest states in 
the Union, had only three electoral votes 
in 2004. (California, the biggest state, had 
55.) Delaware coincidentally has only three 
counties, and the state Democratic Party 
chairman appointed one person from each 
county, including Willard from Sussex 
County, to serve as a presidential elector if 
Kerry won the popular vote in Delaware. 

A Day in the Life of an Elector 
Bruce Odessey

ÑÎÍÃÎÃ×ÈÉÍ ÀÌÜÄÐÀËÛÍ ÍÝÃ ªÄªÐ
Áðþñ Îäèññè

2004 îíû Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
538 ýðõ á¿õèé ñîíãîã÷èéí íýã áîëîõ 
Òèìîòè Óèëëàðä ººðèéí àæèãëàëò, 
òóðøëàãààñàà õóâààëöàæ áàéíà. Ò¿¿íèé 
äýìæèæ ñàíàëàà ºãñºí íýð äýâøèã÷ íü 
ñîíãóóëüä ÿëàãäñàí þì. Ýíý óäàà ò¿¿íèé 
ÿðèàã ÀÍÓ-ûí Öàõèì ñýòã¿¿ëèéí 
õàðèóöëàãàòàé íàðèéí áè÷ãèéí äàðãà 
Áðþñ Îäèññè ýðõëýí íèéòýëæýý.

2004 îíû 12 äóãààð ñàðûí òýð íýã 
ºäºð Òèìîòè Ã. Óèëëàðä Äåëàâýéð 
ìóæ äàõü Æîðæòàóí õîòîîñ ýðõýëæ 
áàéñàí õóóëèéí àæëààñàà õýäýí 
öàãèéí ÷ºëºº àâàí ìóæèéíõàà íèéñëýë 
áîëîõ Äîâåð õîòðóó Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëüä ñàíàë ºãºõººð ãàðñàí þì.

Ä
åëàâýéð ìóæèéí èðãýä 
Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõ ñàíàëàà 
íýã ñàðûí ºìíº ºãñºí ãýæ îëîí õ¿í 

áîäîæ áàéñàí áàéõ. ¯íýí õýðýãòýý òýä Á¿ãä 
Íàéðàìäàõ íàìààñ íýð äýâøèã÷ Æîðæ 
Áóø, Àðä÷èëñàí íàìààñ íýð äýâøèã÷ Æîí 
Ô. Êåððè õî¸ðûí àëü íýãä Ñîíãîã÷äûí 

Êîëëåãèä òýäíèéã òºëººëºí ñàíàë ºãºõ ýðõ 
á¿õèé ãóðâàí ñîíãîã÷èéã ñîíãîñîí áèëýý. 

Òèìîòè Ã.Óèëëàðä íü ìóæèéí 
Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí äýìæèã÷ áºãººä õýñãèéí 
íàìûí äàðãà áàéñàí õ¿í. Òýðâýýð 2000 îíû 
ñîíãóóëèéí íýð äýâøèã÷äèéã òîäðóóëàõ 
¿íäýñíèé íàìûí èõ õóðëûí òºëººëºã÷ººð 
ñîíãîãäîæ, 2004 îíû ìóæûí íàìûí 
õºòºëáºð¿¿ä äýýð àæèëëàæ áàéñàí.

ÀÍÓ-ûí õàìãèéí æèæèã ìóæ óëñ 
áîëîõ Äåëàâýéð íü 2004 îíä çºâõºí ãóðâàí 
ñîíãîã÷èéí ìàíäàòûí ýðõòýé áàéëàà. 
(õàìãèéí òîì Êàëèôîðíè ìóæ ñîíãîã÷èéí 
55 ìàíäàòûí ýðõòýé áàéñàí). Äåëàâýéð íü 
òîõèîëäëîîð ãóðâàí ä¿¿ðýãòýé áàéñàí òóë 
Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí äàðãà ä¿¿ðýã á¿ðýýñ íýã 
õ¿íèéã òîìèëîâ. Ò¿¿íèé äîòîð Óèëëàðäûã 
Ñàññåêñ ä¿¿ðãýýñ ñîíãîæ, Æ.Êåððèéã 
Äåëàâýéðò íèéòèéí ñàíàëààð ÿëàõ 
òîõèîëäîëä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä 
ñîíãîã÷îîð îðîëöóóëàõààð áîëñîí áàéâ.
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Óèëëàðäûí äýìæñýí Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí Æîí Êåððè 2000 îíû 
ñîíãóóëüä Äåëàâýéðò ÿëñàí õýäèé ÷ åðºíõèéëºã÷ Æîðæ Áóøèä á¿õ 
íèéòèéí áîëîí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñàíàë õóðààëòààð ÿëàãäñàí 
þì.

Willard’s candidate, Democrat John Kerry (right), won in Delaware in 
2004 but lost to President George W. Bush nationally in both the popular 
vote and the Electoral College.
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The Day in Dover 

Kerry did win in Delaware, with 53 
percent of the popular vote. In fact 
Democratic presidential candidates have 
won every election in Delaware since 1988. 
And so Willard got the chance to go to 
Dover to vote in the Electoral College on 

December 13, the first Monday after the 
second Wednesday in December, as the 
U.S. Constitution requires for electors in 
all the states and the District of Columbia 
(the national capital, Washington). 

At 10 a.m., Willard and his two 
colleagues sat in the ornate chamber of 
the Delaware House of Representatives, 

selected one of them as 
chairperson, and then 
carried out their duties. 

They received the 
November election official 
results from the state 
Department of Elections 
and signed a group of 
papers certifying the 
results: three electoral 
votes for Kerry as 
president, three electoral 
votes for Kerry’s running 
mate, John Edwards, 
as vice president. They 
sent the papers to the 

Äîâåð õîòîä ºíãºð¿¿ëñýí íýã ºäºð

Êåððè Äåëàâýéðò íèéò ñàíàëûí 
53 õóâèàð ÿëàëò áàéãóóëàâ. ¯íýíäýý 
Àðä÷èëñàí íàìààñ åðºíõèéëºã÷èä íýð 
äýâøèã÷èä íü 1988 îíîîñ õîéø Äåëàâýéðò 
ÿëàëò áàéãóóëñààð èðñýí áèëýý. ÀÍÓ-ûí 
¯íäñýí õóóëüä çààñàí÷èëàí 12 äóãààð 
ñàðûí õî¸ð äàõü Ëõàãâà ãàðàãèéí äàðààõ 
Äàâàà ãàðàãò á¿õ ìóæ óëñ áîëîí Êîëóìá 
ä¿¿ðýã (ÀÍÓ-ûí íèéñëýë Âàøèíãòîí õîò)-
èéí ñîíãîã÷èä ñàíàëàà ºãºõ øààðäëàãûí 
äàãóó 12 äóãààð ñàðûí 13-íû ºäºð 
Óèëëàðäàä Äîâåð õîòîä î÷èæ Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèä ñàíàë ºãºõ áîëîìæ îëäñîí þì.

ªãëººíèé 10 öàãò Äåëàâýéð ìóæèéí 
Òºëººëºã÷äèéí Òàíõèìä ìóæààñ ñîíãîãäñîí 

ãóðâàí ñîíãîã÷ íýãèéãýý 
òýðã¿¿ëýã÷ýýð ñîíãîæ, 
Óèëëàðä ¿¿ðýãò 
àæèëäàà îðñîí áèëýý. 

Òýä, 11 ä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 
ñîíãóóëèéí àëáàí ¸ñíû 
ä¿íã òàíèëöóóëñàí ìóæ 
óëñûíõàà Ñîíãóóëèéí 
Äåïàðòàìåíòûí àëáàí 
áè÷ãèéã õ¿ëýýí àâ÷, 
ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿íã 
áàòëàæ õýä õýäýí 
áè÷èã áàðèìòàíä ãàðûí 

¿ñýã çóðëàà. ¯¿íä Åðºíõèéëºã÷èä íýð 
äýâøèã÷ Êåððèã äýìæñýí ãóðâàí ñàíàë 
ìºí Äýä Åðºíõèéëºã÷èä íýð äýâøèã÷ 
Æîí Ýäâàðäñûã äýìæñýí ãóðâàí ñàíàëûã 
áàòàëãààæóóëñàí áàéíà. Óã áàðèìòóóäûã 
¯íäýñíèé Àðõèâä õ¿ðã¿¿ëýõýýð Äåëàâýéð 
ìóæèéí íàðèéí áè÷ãèéí äàðãàä ãàðäóóëàâ. 
Åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëîí Äýä Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
ñîíãîõ Óèëëàðäûí ñàíàë áîëîí áóñàä 
ñàíàëûí õóóäàñíóóäûã ÀÍÓ-ûí Êîíãðåññ 
õýäýí äîëîî õîíîãèéí äàðàà òîîëñîí áàéíà.

Ãýâ÷ òýð ¿åä Áóø 286 ñàíàëààñ 
252 ñàíàë àâ÷, Êåððèã ÿëñàí òóõàé 
ºíººäºð õ¿í á¿ð ìýäýæ áàéãàà áèëýý.
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Delaware secretary of state for delivery to 
the National Archives in Washington. A 
few weeks later, the U.S. Congress officially 
counted the electoral votes for president 
and vice president, including Willard’s. 

But as everyone already knew, 
Bush beat Kerry 286 to 252. 

Ceremonial Task 

Presidential electors don’t have the same 
kind of independent power that the Founding 
Fathers seemed to have imagined for them 
when crafting the Constitution in 1787. By 
1796, emerging political parties were already 
changing the dynamics 
of the Electoral College. 

For Willard, the job 
was ceremonial. He 
probably didn’t even 
think about voting for 
anyone else besides John 
Kerry. In fact, Delaware 
state law prohibited 

¨ñëîëûí ¿¿ðýã 

1787 îíä àíõíû 
¯íäñýí õóóëèéã 
õýëýëöýõ ¿åýð ¯íäýñëýí 
áàéãóóëàã÷ Ýöã¿¿äèéí 
òîäîðõîéëæ ºã÷ áàéñàí 
òýð áèå äààñàí ýðõ ìýäýë 
íü åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
ñîíãîõ ýðõ á¿õèé 
ñîíãîã÷ íàðò ºíººäºð 
áàéäàãã¿é þì. 1976 
îíû ¿åä àíõ ¿¿ñýí ãàð÷ 
èðñýí óëñ òºðèéí íàìóóä òýð ¿åýñ 
ýõëýí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí àæëûí 
¿¿ðýãò ººð÷ëºëò îðóóëæ ýõýëñýí þì.

Èéìýýñ Óèëëàðäûí õóâüä óã àæèë 
íü ¸ñëîëûí ÷àíàðòàé ë áàéëàà. Æîí 
Êåððèãýýñ ººð õ¿íèé òºëºº ñàíàëàà ºãºõ 
áîäîë ÷ ò¿¿íä òºðººã¿é áàéõ. ¯íýíäýý 
Äåëàâýéðèéí ìóæèéí õóóëèéí äàãóó òýð 
Êåððèãýýñ ººð õ¿íä ñàíàë ºãºõ ýðõã¿é 
áàéñàí þì. (óã õóóëü íü ¯íäñýí õóóëèàð 
áàòàëãààæñàí ýñýõ òàëààð õýí ÷ ìýäýõã¿é 
áîëîâ÷ çîðèã ãàðãàæ óã çààëòûã çºð÷ñºí 
ñîíãîã÷ ò¿¿õýíä íýí õîâîð áè÷èãäæýý.)

Äåëàâàð ìóæèéí íèéñëýë áîëîõ Äîâåð õîòíîî Òèìîòè Âèëëàðä íü 
ººðèéí íýã ºäðèéã åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãîã÷ áîëîí ºíãºðººñºí íü

Timothy Willard spent his one day on the job as a presidential elector at 
the Delaware State Capitol in Dover.

him from voting for anyone else. (No 
one knows if the law is constitutionally 
enforceable, but so-called faithless electors 
are exceedingly rare in history anyway.) 

“The actual event didn’t get too much 
attention from the media or press or the 
public,” Willard said. “I just remember 
being in the House of Representatives, 
and the gallery was not filled.” 

Even so, he was proud to serve a 
formal part of governing that needed to 
be done. “It was a great honor to be a 
part of a process, which, I think, a lot 
of people don’t understand,” he said. 

“Óã ¿éë ÿâäàë íü îëîí íèéò áîëîí õýâëýë 
ìýäýýëëèéí àíõààðëûã òºäèéëºí òàòñàíã¿é” 
ãýæ Óèëëàðä õýëñýí áàéíà. Òýðáýýð 
“Òºëººëºã÷äèéí òàíõèìä ñóóæ áàéñíàà 
ë ñàíàæ áàéíà. Äýýä äàâõàðûí ñóóäàë íü 
ä¿¿ðýýã¿é áàéñàí” ãýæ äóðñàí áè÷æýý.

Òèéì áàéñàí ÷ ãýñýí òýð çàñàãëàëûí 
øààðäëàãàòàé íýãýí õýñýã áîëîõ óã 
¸ñëîëûí ¿éë àæèëëàãààíä îðîëöñîíäîî 
ñýòãýë ä¿¿ðýí áàéñàí þì. ”Îëîí õ¿ì¿¿ñ 
îéëãîäîãã¿é ÷ ãýñýí óã ¿éë àæèëëàãààíû 
íýãýí õýñýã áîëæ ÷àäñàí íü íýð õ¿íäèéí 
õýðýã áàéëàà” ãýæ òýðýýð õýëæýý.
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Yet he also said that Americans 
should probably be exploring alternative 
systems to electing the president, 
systems that do not elect a candidate 
with fewer nationwide popular votes 
than another candidate, as has occurred 
sometimes with the Electoral College. 

Òýðáýýð öààø íü õýëýõäýý, Àìåðèê÷óóä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ºº ñîíãîäîã ººð ñèñòåìèéã 
áîäîæ îëîõ íü ç¿éòýé ãýëýý. Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèä òîõèîëäîæ áàéñàí øèã á¿õ 
íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëüä ºðñºëäºã÷ººñºº öººí 
ñàíàë àâñàí íýð äýâøèã÷ Åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð 
ñîíãîãääîã òýð ñèñòåìýýñ òàòãàëçàæ, 
øèíý õóâèëáàðûã ýðæ ñóäëàõ 
øààðäëàãàòàé áàéãàà þì ãýæýý.

“I think we need to explore alternatives 
that are more understandable and 
simpler,” Willard said. “I’m just saying 
... I don’t think it’s a good thing if 
people don’t understand it or have doubts 
about it or are cynical about it.” 

Óèëëàðä õýëýõäýý: “Èë¿¿ îéëãîìæòîé 
áºãººä õÿëáàð õóâèëáàðûã ýðæ õàéõ 
õýðýãòýé ãýæ áè áîääîã. Õ¿ì¿¿ñò 
îéëãîìæã¿é ýñâýë ýðãýëçýý òºð¿¿ëäýã, 
îéøîîãääîãã¿é ñèñòåìòýé áàéõ íü ñàéí 
õýðýã ãýæ áè îãò áîäîõã¿é áàéíà” ãýæýý.  
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Four times in U.S. history, the 
Electoral College system resulted in 
election of a candidate for president 
who had received fewer popular votes 
nationwide than another candidate. 

Thomas H. Neale is a specialist in 
American national government who 
produces reports for Congress at the 
Congressional Research Service. 

S
ince the first U.S. presidential election 
in 1788, the Electoral College system 
has delivered “the people’s choice” in 

51 of 55 contests, but on four occasions 
the Electoral College gave controversial 

results. Three of these elections, 1876, 
1888, and 2000, produced a president and 
vice president who won a majority of the 
electoral vote but fewer popular votes than 
their principal opponents. In 1824, there was 
no Electoral College majority, and the House 
of Representatives elected the president. 

1824: A Corrupt Bargain? 

The impending retirement of President 
James Monroe signaled a major shift in U.S. 
politics as the election of 1824 approached. 
The two political parties of that era were 
called the Federalists and the Democratic 
Republicans. For the previous quarter-

When the Electoral Vote and 
the Popular Vote Differ 

Thomas H. Neale

ÌÀÐÃÀÀÍ ÕÝÐÕÝÍ ¯¯ÑÄÝÃ ÂÝ? 
ÑÎÍÃÎÃ×ÄÛÍ ÊÎËËÅÃÈ ÁÎËÎÍ Á¯Õ 

ÍÈÉÒÈÉÍ ÑÎÍÃÓÓËÈÉÍ ÑÀÍÀËÛÍ 

ÒÎÎ ÇªÐªÕªÄ ÕÝÐÕÝÕ ÂÝ?
Òîìàñ  Õ. Íèéë

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìýýð ÀÍÓ-
ûí ò¿¿õýíä äºðâºí óäàà á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëüä ºðñºëäºã÷ººñºº öººí ñàíàë àâñàí 
íýð äýâøèã÷ åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëæ áàéñàí. 

Òîìàñ Õ. Íèéë íü Àìåðèêèéí 
¿íäýñíèé çàñãèéí ãàçðûí ÷èãëýëýýð 
ìýðãýøñýí Êîíãðåññèéí Ñóäàëãààíû 
Àëáàíû ìýðãýæèëòýí áºãººä òýðýýð 
Êîíãðåññò çîðèóëæ òàéëàí ãàðãàäàã. 

1
788 îíä áîëñîí ÀÍÓ-ûí àíõíû 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèàñ õîéø 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì íü 

55 óäààãèéí ñîíãóóëèéí 51-ä íü “àðä 
ò¿ìíèé ñîíãîëò”-ûã ºðãºí áàðüæýý. Õàðèí 

äºðâºí òîõèîëäîëä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè 
ìàðãààíòàé ¿ð ä¿íä õ¿ðñýí áàéíà. Ýäãýýð 
ñîíãóóëèéí ãóðàâ áóþó 1876, 1888, 2000 
îíû ñîíãóóëèóäààð ãàðñàí åðºíõèéëºã÷, 
äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ õî¸ð íü á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëèàð öººí ñàíàë àâñàí õýäèé ÷ 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñîíãîã÷äûí äèéëýíõ 
îëîí ñàíàëûã àâ÷ ÷àäñàí þì. 1824 îíä 
ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûã äàâóó áàéäëààð àâñàí 
íýð äýâøèã÷ áàéãààã¿é òóë åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
Òºëººëºã÷äèéí òàíõèìààñ ñîíãîæýý.



e Journal USA         
Öàõèì ñýòã¿¿ë  ÀÍÓ 35

1824 îíû óëñ òºðèéí øîã çóðàã äýýð Æîí Êþíñè Àäàìñ, Óèëüÿì Êðîôîðä, 
Àíäðüþ Æåêñîí íàðûí íýð äýâøèã÷äèéã äýìæèæ áóé  èðãýäèéã (ç¿¿íýýñ áàðóóí) 
ä¿ðñýëæýý. 

An 1824 political cartoon portrays a crowd of citizens cheering candidates (left to 
right) John Quincy Adams, William Crawford, and Andrew Jackson.
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1824 îí - Õóéâàëäàí 
òîõèðîëöñîí áàéâ óó?

Åðºíõèéëºã÷ Æåéìñ Ìîíðîãèéí á¿ðýí 
ýðõèéí õóãàöàà äóóñãàâàð áîëîõ ãýæ áàéñàí 
íü 1824 îíû ñîíãóóëüòàé çýðýãöýýä ÀÍÓ-
ûí óëñ òºðä òîìîîõîí ººð÷ëºëòèéí äîõèî 
áîëæ áàéëàà. Òýð ¿åèéí óëñ òºðèéí õî¸ð 
íàìûã Ôåäåðàëèñòóóä, Àðä÷èëñàí Á¿ãä 
Íàéðàìäàõ÷óóä ãýæ íýðëýæ áàéâ. ªìíºõ 
çóóíû õàãàñò Àðä÷èëñàí á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ 
íàì Öàãààí îðäíûã õÿíàæ áàéñàí áîë 
Ôåäåðàëèñò íàìûí õ¿÷ íü ñóëàð÷ áàéëàà. 
Ãýâ÷ 1824 îí ãýõýä ìóæ óëñóóä ñîíãîõ 
ýðõòýé õ¿í àìûí òºëººëëèéã íýìýãä¿¿ëæ 
áàéëàà, ìºí ìºðäºãäºæ áóé òîãòîîë 
øèéäâýð¿¿ä ø¿¿ìæëýëä ºðòºæ, øèíý÷ëýë 
ººð÷ëºëòèéí óóð àìüñãàë áèé áîëæ, 
Àðä÷èëñàí Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ íàìûíõàí 
äîòðîî õî¸ð õóâààãäàõ øèíæ òýìäã¿¿ä 
èëýð÷ áàéëàà. Õàðèëöàí áóóëò õèéæ 
äîòðîîñîî íýã íýð äýâøèã÷ ãàðãàæ èðæ 

÷àäàõã¿é áàéñàí 
Àðä÷èëñàí Á¿ãä 
Íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìûí 
ôðàêöóóä 
òºðèéí íàðèéí 
áè÷ãèéí äàðãà 
Æîí Êþíñè 
Àäàìñ, Ñàíãèéí 

íàðèéí áè÷ãèéí äàðãà Óèëüÿì Êðîôîðä, 
Øèíý Îðëåîíû òóëàëäààíû áààòàð, 
ñåíàòîð Àíäðüþ Æåêñîí, Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
òàíõèìûí õ¿÷èðõýã ñïèêåð Õåíðè Êëåé 
íàðûí äºðâºí íýð äýâøèã÷èéã äýâø¿¿ëýâ. 

Íýð äýâøèã÷äèéã ººðñäèéãºº ñóðòàë÷ëàõ 
íü çîõèìæã¿é ãýæ ¿çñýí ó÷ðààñ òýäíèé 
îðëîã÷äûí óäèðäàí ÿâóóëñàí õàëóóõàí 
êàìïàíèò àæëûí äàðàà ñîíãóóëèéí ¿ð 
ä¿í ÿìàð ÷ íàéäâàðã¿éãýýð õóâààãäàâ. 
Æåêñîí á¿õ íèéòèéí áîëîí ñîíãîã÷äûí 
ñàíàëûí èõýíõèéã àâñàí áîë, Àäàìñ, 
Êðîôîðä, Êëåé íàð ýíý äàðààëëààð àðààñ 
íü îðñîí õýäèé ÷ õýí íü ÷ Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñàíàëûí îëîíõèéã àâ÷ ÷àäààã¿é 
þì. Ýíý íºõöºë áàéäàëä ¯íäñýí õóóëèàð 
Òºëººëºã÷äèéí òàíõèì åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
ñîíãîæ, ìóæ óëñ á¿ðèéí òºëººëºã÷ íýã 
ñàíàë ºãºõ ¸ñòîé áàéëàà. Ìºí ýõíèé ãóðâàí 
íýð äýâøèã÷ ë ñîíãîãäîõ ýðõèéã ýäëýõ 
áàéñàí òóë Êëåéãèéí íýðèéã õàññàí þì. 

century, the Democratic Republican Party 
had controlled the White House, while the 
Federalist Party withered away. By 1824, 

however, the Democratic Republican Party 
showed signs of splintering: States were 
expanding the right to vote, the established 

order was being 
questioned, and 
change was in 
the air. Unable 
to agree on 
a consensus 
nominee, 
Democratic 
Republican 
factions 
nominated four 
candidates: 
Secretary of 
State John 
Quincy Adams 
and Treasury 
Secretary 
William 
Crawford, the 
establishment 
choices; 
Senator Andrew 
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Jackson, hero of the Battle of New 
Orleans; and Henry Clay, powerful speaker 
of the House of Representatives. 

After a spirited campaign — conducted 
by surrogates because it was considered 
demeaning for the candidates to engage 
in retail politicking — the results were 
hopelessly divided. Jackson had the most 
popular and electoral votes, followed by 
Adams, then Crawford and Clay, but none 
of the four commanded an Electoral College 
majority. Under these circumstances, 
the Constitution required the House of 
Representatives to choose the president, 
with each state delegation casting just one 
vote. Furthermore, since only the three top 
candidates were eligible, Clay was eliminated. 

By the time Congress assembled in 
Washington in December 1824, the divided 
election results were known, but the 
official announcement was not scheduled 
until February 9, 1825, so for two 
months the capital seethed with political 
speculation and backroom maneuvers. 

It became clear that Crawford, who was 
recovering from a stroke, was out of the 
running and that the contest would be 
decided between Adams and Jackson. 

The front-runners presented a stark 
contrast: Adams, a Harvard graduate from 
Massachusetts in New England, was a 
seasoned diplomat and son of a president, 
while Jackson was a rough-hewn politician 
from Tennessee in what was then the West, 
a military hero and a man who had fought 
several duels. House Speaker Clay, who 
held the balance of power, negotiated with 
supporters of both Jackson and Adams, but 
he and the New Englander shared similar 
policies, and both deeply mistrusted Jackson. 
After the two held a long private meeting 
in January, Clay’s support for Adams 
became known. Two weeks later, a letter 
in a Philadelphia newspaper asserted that 
Clay agreed to back Adams in return for 
the position of secretary of state if Adams 
won. A storm of charges and countercharges 
followed, with Jackson supporters accusing 
Clay and Adams of a “corrupt bargain.” 

Òóõàéí ¿åä Êîíãðåññ Âàøèíãòîíä 
1824 îíû 12-ð ñàðä õóðàëäàæ, õýäèéãýýð 
ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿í õóâààãäñàí íü òîäîðõîé 
áàéñàí áîëîâ÷ àëáàí ¸ñíû ìýäýãäëèéã 
1825 îíû õî¸ðäóãààð ñàðûí 9-íèéã 
õ¿ðòýë îëîí íèéòýä èë áîëãîîã¿é ó÷èð 
óëñûí íèéñëýë õî¸ð ñàðûí õóãàöààíä 
óëñ òºðèéí òààâàð, õóéâàëäààíààð 
ä¿¿ðýí áàéâ. Ç¿ðõíèé øèãäýýñ ºâ÷íººñ 
èëààðøèæ áàéñàí Êðîôîðä ñóíãààíààñ 
ãàð÷, ºðñºëäººí çºâõºí Àäàìñ, Æåêñîí 
õî¸ðûí õîîðîíä áîëîõ íü òîäîðõîé áîëîâ. 

Òýðã¿¿í øóãàìàíä ºðñºëäºõ õî¸ð 
íýð äýâøèã÷èéí õîîðîíäûí ÿëãàà èëò 
áàéëàà. Øèíý Àíãëèéí Ìàññà÷óñåòñýýñ 
ãàðàëòàé Õàðâàðäûã òºãñºã÷ Àäàìñ íü 
òóðøëàãàòàé äèïëîìàò÷, åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
õ¿¿ áàéñàí áîë Æåêñîí íü òýð ¿åèéí 
Áàðóóí Òåííåññèãýýñ ãàðàëòàé, õàòóó 
ãàðààð áýëòãýãäñýí óëñ òºð÷, äàéíû áààòàð, 
õýä õýäýí óäàà èð¿¿ë òóëàëäààíä îðîëöîæ 
ÿâñàí ýð áàéâ. Ýðõ ìýäëèéã òýíöâýðòýé 
áàðüæ áàéñàí Òºëººëºã÷äèéí òàíõèìûí 
ñïèêåð Êëåé íü Æåêñîí, Àäàìñ õî¸ðûí 
äýìæèã÷èäòýé õî¸óëàíòàé íü çºâøèëöºâ. 
Ãýâ÷ òýðýýð Øèíý Àíãëèéí íýð äýâøèã÷ 
Àäàìñòàé èæèë òºñòýé áîäëîãî áàðèìòàëäàã 
áàéñàí áºãººä òýä õî¸óëàà Æåêñîíä îãò 
èòãýäýãã¿é áàéëàà. Íýãä¿ãýýð ñàðä òýä 
õóâèéí æóðìààð óóëçàæ óäààí ÿðèëöñàíû 

äàðàà Êëåé Àäàìñûã äýìæèæ áàéãàà íü 
èëýðõèé áîëñîí. Õî¸ð äîëîî õîíîãèéí 
äàðàà Ôèëàäåëüôèéí íýãýí ñîíèíä 
õýâëýãäñýí çàõèäàëä, Àäàìñûã ÿëàëò 
áàéãóóëàõ òîõèîëäîëä Êëåé òºðèéí íàðèéí 
áè÷ãèéí äàðãûí àëáàí òóøààëä î÷èõ 
íºõöëººð Àäàìñûã äýìæèõýýð áîëñíûã 
áè÷æýý. ¯¿íèéã íýã òàëààñ áóðóóòãàæ, 
íºãºº òàëààñ çºâòãºæ õýñýã ìàðãàëäñàíû 
äàðàà Æåêñîíû äýìæèã÷èä Êëåé, Àäàìñ 
õî¸ðûã õóéâàëäëàà õýìýýí áóðóóøààâ.  

Õî¸ðäóãààð ñàðûí 9-íèé ºäºð Êîíãðåññ 
ñîíãóóëèéí ñàíàëûí õóóäñûã òîîëîõîîð 
õóðàëäàâ. Óðäààñ òààìàãëàæ áàéñíààð, 
ÿëàëò áàéãóóëàõàä øààðäëàãàòàé 131 
ñàíàëààñ Æåêñîíä 32 ñàíàë äóòàæ 99 
ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàë àâàõàä Àäàìñ 84, 
Êðîôîðä 41, Êëåé 37 ñàíàëààð óäààëñàí 
áàéëàà. Ñîíãóóëèéí ¿ð ä¿íã çàðëàñíû 
äàðàà Òºëººëºã÷äèéí òàíõèì ¿íäñýí 
õóóëü ¸ñîîð ¿¿ðýãò àæëàà ã¿éöýòãýõýä 
õýí íýãýí áóñ õàðèí Õåíðè Êëåé ººðºº 
ñïèêåðèéí ñóóäàëä ñóóæ áàéâ. Òýð ¿åä 
Õîëáîîíû óëñ 24 ìóæ óëñààñ á¿ðäýæ 
áàéñàí áºãººä ÿëàëò áàéãóóëàõàä 13 
ìóæèéí òºëººëºã÷äèéí ñàíàë õýðýãòýé 
áàéâ. Óðüä÷èëñàí ìýäýýãýýð 12 ìóæ 
óëñ Àäàìñûã äýìæèæ áàéñàí áà òýðýýð 
îëîíõèéí ñàíàë àâàõàä íýãýýð äóòñàí þì. 
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On February 9, Congress assembled to 
count the electoral votes. As expected, 
Jackson won 99 electoral votes, 32 short 
of the 131 then needed to win, while 
Adams claimed 84, Crawford, 41, and 
Clay, 37. With the results declared, the 
House turned to its constitutional duty, 
with none other than Henry Clay presiding 
in his position as speaker. At that time, 
when the Union comprised 24 states, 13 
state delegation votes were needed to 
win; early reports indicated that 12 states 
favored Adams, one short of a majority. 

Jackson hoped to stop Adams on the 
first round, gain Crawford supporters, 
and then put some of the New Englander’s 
states into play. The key was New York 
State, whose House delegation was evenly 
split, with one representative undecided. 
The morning of the count session, Clay and 
Representative Daniel Webster from Adams’s 
home state invited the wavering New Yorker 
to Speaker Clay’s office. Clay and Webster 
were famous for their persuasive oratory, 
and whatever they said must have worked: 

When the roll was called, New York was in 
the Adams column, putting him over the 
top. The final results were 13 state votes for 
Adams, 7 for Jackson, and 4 for Crawford. 

Eleven days later, Adams announced 
that Clay would be his secretary of state, 
giving fresh credence to the corrupt bargain 
charge. Adams and Clay always denied it, 
but, true or not, the charge overshadowed 
Adams’s presidency. It both enraged and 
energized Jackson and his supporters, who 
started planning Jackson’s next presidential 
campaign immediately. Four years later, the 
Tennessean was vindicated when he soundly 
defeated Adams in the 1828 election. 

1876: The Compromise of 1877 

In 1876, the Republican Party of the late 
President Abraham Lincoln (nicknamed the 
Grand Old Party, or GOP) had dominated 
the presidency for 16 years, but GOP 
control was in jeopardy. The country was 
mired in a severe economic depression 
for the fourth year in a row. President 

Æåêñîí ýõíèé ñóíãààíäàà Àäàìñûã 
çîãñîîæ, Êðîôîðäûí äýìæèã÷äèéã àâ÷, 
äàðàà íü Øèíý Àíãëèéí íýð äýâøèã÷èéí 
ìóæ óëñóóäûã òîãëîîìîíäîî îðóóëæ ÷àäíà 
ãýæ íàéäàæ áàéëàà. Ò¿¿íèé õóâüä õàìãèéí 
÷óõàë íü Íüþ-Éîðê ìóæ óëñ áàéâ. Ó÷èð 
íü òóõàéí ìóæ óëñààñ Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
òàíõèì ñóóõ òºëººëºã÷èä õî¸ð íýð 
äýâøèã÷äèéã òóñ á¿ðò íü äýìæèæ òýíö¿¿ 
áàéäàëòàé õóâààãäàæ, íýã ë òºëººëºã÷ 
ýðãýëçñýí õýâýýð áàéâ. Ñàíàë õóðààõ 
ºäðèéí ºãëºº Êëåé áîëîí Àäàìñûí òºðºëõ 
ìóæèéí òºëººëºã÷ Äàíèåë Âåáñòåð íàð 
øèéäâýðýý õàðààõàí ãàðãàæ àìæààã¿é 
áàéñàí Íüþ-Éîðêèéí òºëººëºã÷èéã ñïèêåð 
Êëåéãèéí ºðººíä óðüæýý. Êëåé, Âåáñòåð 
õî¸ð áóñäûã ÿòãàæ ÷àääàãààðàà àëäàðòàé 
õ¿ì¿¿ñ áàéñàí áºãººä òýäíèé õýëñýí ÿìàð 
÷ þì áèåëëýý îëäîã áàéâ. Èíãýýä ñàíàë 
õóðààëòûí ä¿íã ñîíñãîõîä Íüþ-Éîðê 
ìóæ Àäàìñûí òàëä òîîëîãäîæ, ò¿¿íèéã 
ÿëàã÷ààð òîäðóóëñàí þì. Ýöñèéí ä¿íãýýð 
Àäàìñò 13, Æåêñîíä 7, Êðîôîðäîä 4 
ìóæ óëñ òóñ á¿ð ñàíàëàà ºãñºí áàéëàà. 

Àðâàí íýãýí õîíîãèéí äàðàà Àäàìñ 
ººðèéí òºðèéí íàðèéí áè÷ãèéí äàðãààð 
Êëåéã òîìèëñîíûã çàðëàõàä õóéâàëäàí 
òîõèðîëöñîí íü îðòîé þì áàéíà ãýõ 
ÿðèà äàõèí ãàðàõ áîëñîí. Àäàìñ, Êëåé 
õî¸ð ¿¿íèéã áàéíãà íÿöààæ áàéñàí. 

Ãýâ÷ ¿íýí õóäëûí àëü íü ÷ áàéñàí 
ýíýõ¿¿ õàðäàëò ñýðäýëò íü Àäàìñûã 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ áàéõ õóãàöààíä íü ò¿¿íýýñ 
ñ¿¿äýð ìýò ñàëàõã¿é áàéâ. Ýíý á¿õýí 
Æåêñîíû õèëýãí¿¿ëýõèéí çýðýãöýý 
ò¿¿íä èë¿¿ ýð÷ õ¿÷ ºã÷ áàéñàí. Òýðýýð 
äàðààãèéí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä 
íýðýý äýâø¿¿ëýõýýð øèéäýõýä ò¿¿íèé 
äýìæèã÷èä ÷ ¿¿íèéã ñàéøààæ, ñîíãóóëèéí 
êàìïàíèò àæëàà äàðóé ýõë¿¿ëæýý. Äºðâºí 
æèëèéí äàðàà, 1828 îíû ñîíãóóëüä 
Òåííåñèéí íýð äýâøèã÷ Æåêñîí Àäàìñûã 
á¿ðýí ÿëæ õàðèóãàà àâñàí þì. 

 1876 îí - 1877 îíû õàðèëöàí áóóëò

1876 îíä åðºíõèéëºã÷ àñàí Àáðàõàì 
Ëèíêîëüíû Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ Íàì áóþó Èõ 
ºâãºí íàì (GOP/Grand Old Party/ õýìýýí 
äîòíî÷èëîí íýðëýäýã) åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
çàñàãëàëûã 16 æèëèéí òóðø áàðüæ 
áàéñàí ÷ Èõ ºâãºí íàìûí íî¸ðõîëä 
àþóë òóëãàð÷ýý. Óëñ îðîí äºðºâ äýõü 
æèëäýý äàðààëàí ýäèéí çàñãèéí õ¿íä 
õýö¿¿ õÿìðàëä îðñîí áàéâ. Äàðààëàí 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð ñîíãîãäñîí Óëèñèñ Ñ. 
Ãðàíò óëñ òºðèéí õýð¿¿ë òýìöëýýð ä¿¿ðýí 
íàéìàí æèëèéí àëáàíààñàà áóóæ áàéëàà. 
Áîñëîãî ãàðãàæ Èðãýíèé äàéíä õ¿ðãýñýí 
ªìíºäèéíõíèé õàìñààòàí áàéñàí ãýæ 
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1877 îíû 2 äóãààð ñàðä Êîíãðåññ ºðñºëäºã÷ Òèëäåí, Õýéåñ íàðò Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñîíãîã÷äîîñ ºãñºí ñàíàëûã òîîëñîí þì. 

Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ íàìûí Áåíæàìèí Õàððèñîí, (äýýä òàëä) 1888 îíû ñîíãóóëüä òýð ¿åèéí 
åðºíõèéëºã÷, Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí Ãðîâåð Êëèâëàíäûã óìàðäûí õýä õýäýí ìóæóóäàä ÿëñàí þì.

In February 1877, Congress counted the electoral votes after the contested Tilden-Hayes election.
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Ulysses S. Grant was retiring after two 
terms dominated by a succession of political 
scandals. The Democrats, once disgraced 
by their Civil War association with the 
rebellious South, had regained strength 
and confidence, winning a majority in the 
House of Representatives in 1874. And 
white southern voters were demanding 
the withdrawal of federal troops stationed 
in the former Confederacy to enforce 
Reconstruction, the federal government’s 
policy for guaranteeing political rights to 
the ex-slaves and safeguarding Republican 
state governments imposed after the war. 

Meeting in their national conventions, 
the Democrats nominated Governor 
Samuel Tilden of New York for president, 
while the Republicans picked Ohio 
Governor Rutherford B. Hayes. Both 
men had reputations as reformers, and 
the two parties offered similar platforms 
advocating honest government and civil 
service reform. The general election 
campaign was dominated by mudslinging 
and by charge and countercharge, while 

the nominees remained above the fray, 
leaving attack politics to surrogates and 
the highly partisan newspapers of the day. 

More than 8 million voters turned out 
on election day, November 7. By evening, 
results arriving by telegraph showed a 
strong Democratic trend. Republican 
strongholds fell to Tilden, and by morning, 
he appeared to have won 17 states by a 
popular vote margin of at least 250,000, 
for 184 electoral votes, at that time 
just one short of a majority. Hayes was 
behind with 18 states and 165 electoral 
votes, but Republican Party hopes revived 
when returns showed narrow leads for 
Hayes in Florida, Louisiana, and South 
Carolina, which controlled 19 votes. 

Local Democrats disputed the results, 
asserting that federal troops had tainted the 
election; the GOP countered with claims that 
black Republican voters had been kept from 
the polls by force in many places. Bitterly 
divided, each state sent two contradictory 
certificates of election results to Congress. 

íýãýíòýý íýð òºðºº àëäàæ áàéñàí Àðä÷èëñàí 
íàìûíõàí 1874 îíä Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
òàíõèìä îëîíõîîð ÿëæ, ýðãýýä õ¿÷ýý àâàâ. 
Áàñ ºìíºäèéí öàãààí àðüñò ñîíãîã÷èä 
íü Ñýðãýýí áîñãîëòûí áîäëîãî áóþó 
áîîë÷ëîãäîæ áàéñàí õ¿ì¿¿ñèéí óëñ òºðèéí 
ýðõèéã áàòàëãààæóóëàõ, äàéíû äàðàà 
áèé áîëñîí Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ÷óóäûí ìóæ 
óëñóóäûí çàñãèéí ãàçðóóäûã õàìãààëàõ 
çîðèëãî á¿õèé õîëáîîíû çàñãèéí ãàçðûí 
áîäëîãûã õýðýãæ¿¿ëýõ õ¿ðýýíä ºìíºõ 
Êîíôåäåðàöè áóþó Õîëáîîíû óëñàä 
áàéðëóóëñàí õîëáîîíû öýðã¿¿äèéã 
ýðã¿¿ëýí òàòàõûã øààðäàæ áàéëàà.  

¯íäýñíèé èõ õóðëààðàà Àðä÷èëñàí 
íàìûíõàí Íüþ-Éîðê õîòûí äàðãà Ñàìóýë 
Òèëäîíûã åðºíõèéëºã÷èä äýâø¿¿ëñýí 
áîë Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ÷óóä Îõàéî ìóæèéí 
äàðãà Ðóòåðôîðä Á. Õýéåñèéã ñîíãîæýý. 
Ýíý õî¸ð õî¸óëàà øèíý÷ëýã÷èä ãýäãýýðýý 
íýð õ¿íäòýé, õî¸ð íàì ÷ õî¸óëàà 
øóäàðãà çàñàãëàë, òºðèéí áàéãóóëëàãûí 
øèíý÷ëýëèéã äýìæèõ ãýñýí èæèë òºñòýé 
ìºðèéí õºòºëáºðèéã äýâø¿¿ëæ áàéâ. 
Á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèéí êàìïàíèò 
àæèë ã¿æèðäýõ, õàðèëöàí äàéðàëò 
õèéõ ÿâäëààð äàâàìãàéëæ áàéñàí áîë 
íýð äýâøèã÷èä ººðñäºº ýíý òóëààíààñ 
ãàäóóð áàéæ, ñºðºã äàéðàëò õèéõ àæëûã 
îðëîã÷èääîî áîëîí òóõàéí ¿åèéí óëñ 

òºðèéí ñîíèíãóóäàä ¿ëäýýæ áàéâ. 
11 ä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 7-íû ñîíãóóëèéí ºäºð 

8 ñàÿ ñîíãîã÷èä ñàíàëàà ºãëºº. Îðîéäîî, 
òåëåãðàôààð èðæ áóé ìýäýýãýýð Àðä÷èëñàí 
íàì èëò äàâàìãàé ÿëæ áàéãààã õàðóóëæ 
áàéëàà. Ìàðãààø ºãëºº íü Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìûí íàéäëàãà áîëñîí Òèëäåí á¿õ 
íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð äîîä òàë íü 250,000 
ñàíàëûí çºð¿¿ãýýð 17 ìóæ óëñûí ñàíàë, 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 184 ñàíàë àâ÷, 
òóõàéí ¿åèéí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñîíãîã÷äûí òîîãîîð ñàíàëûí îëîíõèéã àâ÷ 
ÿëàõàä ò¿¿íä íýã ñàíàë äóòñàí áàéäàëòàé 
áàéâ. Õýéåñ 18 ìóæ óëñûí ñàíàë, 
ñîíãîã÷äûí 165 ñàíàë àâ÷ ò¿¿íèé àðä 
îðñîí áàéñàí õýäèé ÷ ñîíãîã÷äûí ¿ëäñýí 19 
ñàíàëûí ýðõèéã ýçýìøèæ áàéñàí Ôëîðèäà, 
Ëóèçèàíà, ªìíºä Êàðîëèíà ìóæ óëñóóäàä 
Õàéåñ ñàíàë õóðààëòûí ä¿íãýýð òýðã¿¿ëæ 
ÿâààã õàðààä Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ íàìûíõíû 
íàéäâàð ñýðãýëýý. Îðîí íóòàãò àæèëëàæ 
áàéñàí Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûíõàí, õîëáîîíû 
öýðã¿¿ä ñîíãóóëèéã áóäëèàíòóóëñàí 
õýìýýí ñîíãóóëèéí ¿ð ä¿íã õ¿ëýýí 
çºâøººðºõã¿é ìàðãààí ¿¿ñãýâ. Õàðèóä 
íü Á¿ãä Íàéðàìäàõ íàìûíõàí öººíã¿é 
ãàçàðò òóñ íàìûí õàð àðüñò ãèø¿¿äèéã 
ñîíãóóëèéí íýðñèéí æàãñààëòààñ àëáààð 
õàññàí áàéíà ãýæ ñºðºã äàéðàëò õèéâ. 
Äîòðîî õî¸ð òóéëäàà õ¿ðòýë òàëöñàí 
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A fierce battle over the disputed returns 
was predicted, with supporters of both 
candidates threatening violence. Congress 
responded in January 1877 by establishing 
a bipartisan electoral commission made up 
of senators, representatives, and Supreme 
Court justices. The commission would 
determine which slate of disputed electors 
had the better claim. On February 1, 
Congress met to count the electoral votes; 
the disputed returns were referred to the 
commission, which painstakingly examined 
each of them. The process continued for 
more than a month, but in every case 
the commission voted by the narrowest 
margin to accept the Republican electors. 
On March 2, the last votes were awarded 
to Hayes, who was declared elected by a 
one-vote margin, 185 to Tilden’s 184.  

Despite widespread discontent among 
Democrats, the streets remained quiet: 
Over the previous month, party political 
operatives had worked out an agreement 
behind closed doors, the Compromise of 
1877. Tilden and the Democratic Party 

accepted a GOP victory, while Hayes pledged 
to withdraw federal troops from the states 
of the former Confederacy, effectively 
ending Reconstruction. With the departure 
of the army, Republican governments 
in the South fell as former slaves were 
prevented from voting by legal maneuvers, 
intimidation, and terrorism. Loss of the 
vote was quickly followed by segregation 
laws and other discrimination against 
blacks, and it would be eight decades before 
the nation redressed the legacy of 1877. 

1888: Out and In 

The presidential election of 1888 saw 
less of the high political drama that 
characterized the other Electoral College 
controversies. Incumbent President Grover 
Cleveland of New York, a Democrat, was 
renominated on a platform of continued 
civil service reform and tariff reduction. 
The Republican Party, defenders of the 
tariff, which benefited U.S. industry 
but kept consumer prices high, chose 

ìóæ óëñ á¿ðýýñ Êîíãðåññò ñîíãóóëèéí 
ä¿íãèéí òàëààð ýñðýã òýñðýã óòãàòàé 
õî¸ð ººð àëáàí áè÷ã¿¿ä èëãýýñýí þì. 

Ìàðãààíòàé áàéãàà ñîíãóóëèéí ¿ð 
ä¿íãèéí òàëààð øèð¿¿í òýìöýë ÿâàãäàõ 
íü òîäîðõîé áîëæ, õî¸ð íýð äýâøèã÷èéí 
äýìæèã÷äèéí ç¿ãýýñ ÷ ìàø èõýýð 
çàíàëõèéëæ áàéâ. Òèéìýýñ Êîíãðåññ 1877 
îíû íýãä¿ãýýð ñàðä ñåíàò÷èä, òºëººëºã÷èä 
áîëîí Äýýä ø¿¿õèéí ø¿¿ã÷äýýñ á¿ðäñýí 
õî¸ð íàìûí ñîíãóóëèéí êîìèññûã 
áàéãóóëæýý. Êîìèññ ìàðãàëäàæ áóé 
ñîíãîã÷äûí õýí íü ¿íýí ç¿éë ÿðüæ áàéãààã 
òîãòîîõ ó÷èðòàé áàéëàà. Õî¸ðäóãààð 
ñàðûí 1-íèé ºäºð Êîíãðåññ ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñàíàëûã òîîëîõîîð õóðàëäëàà. Êîìèññ 
ìàðãààíòàé ä¿íã¿¿äèéã íýã á¿ð÷ëýí àâ÷ 
ìàø íàðèéí øàëãàæ áàéâ. Ýíý ¿éë ÿâö 
ñàð ãàðóé õóãàöààíä ¿ðãýëæèëæýý. Ãýâ÷ 
êîìèññ Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ íàìûí ñîíãîã÷äûã 
õ¿ëýýí çºâøººðºõäºº ñàíàë õóðààëò 
á¿ðèéã òóí áàãà çºð¿¿òýéãýýð áàòàëæ 
áàéâ. Ãóðàâäóãààð ñàðûí 2-íä õàìãèéí 
ñ¿¿ëèéí ñàíàë õóðààëòûã íÿãòëàõàä 
Òèëäåíä 184 ñàíàë îíîãäîæ, õàðèí Õýéåñ 
Òèëäåíýýñ íýãõýí ñàíàëûí çºð¿¿òýéãýýð 
185 ñàíàë àâ÷, ÿëàëò áàéãóóëæýý.

Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûíõíû äóíä ºðãºíººð 
òàðõñàí äóðã¿éöëèéã ýñ òîîöâîë îëîí 
íèéò ÷èìýýã¿é áîëæ äóóãàà õóðààñàí 

áàéëàà. ªìíºõ ñàðä íü óëñ òºðèéí íàìûí 
àæèëòíóóä õààëòòàé õààëãàíû öààíà 
óóëçàæ, 1877 îíû õàðèëöàí áóóëò ãýã÷èä 
õ¿ð÷ýý. Òèëäåí áîëîí Àðä÷èëñàí íàì 
Èõ ºâãºí íàìûí /GOP/-ûí ÿëàëòûã 
õ¿ëýýí çºâøººðñºí áîë Õýéåñ õóó÷èí 
Õîëáîîíä áàãòàæ áàéñàí ìóæ óëñóóäààñ 
õîëáîîíû öýðã¿¿äèéã òàòàõàà àìëàæ, 
Ñýðãýýí áîñãîëòûí áîäëîãûã ¿ð ä¿íòýé 
äóóñãàæýý. Öýðã¿¿ä áóöñàíààð ªìíºäèéí 
Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ íàìûí çàñãèéí ãàçðóóä 
îãöîð÷, ºìíº íü áîîë áàéñàí îëíûã 
õóóëèàð àéëãàí ñ¿ðä¿¿ëæ, õîðëîí 
ñ¿éòãýõ áàéäëààð ñàíàë ºãºõ ýðõèéã íü 
áîîãäóóëæ áàéëàà. Ñîíãóóëüä îðîëöîõ 
ýðõýý õàñóóëààä çîãñîõã¿é òºäºëã¿é õàð 
àðüñòíóóä ÿëãàâàðëàí ãàäóóðõàõ ýëäýâ 
õóóëü, áóñàä àðüñ ºíãººð ÿëãàâàðëàí 
ãàäóóðõàõ ÿâäëûí çîëèîñ áîëñîîð 80 
æèëèéí í¿¿ð ¿çñýíèé äàðàà ë 1877 îíä 
àíõ òîãòîîñîí ýðõýý ñýðãýýñýí áèëýý.

1888 îí - Ãàðëàà, îðëîî

1888 îíû åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëü 
íü ºìíºõ ñîíãóóëèóäûí ¿åýð Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèä ãàð÷ áàéñàí øèã óëñ òºðèéí 
ìàðãààí, æ¿æãýýð õàðüöàíãóé áàãà 
áàéëàà. Òýð ¿åèéí åðºíõèéëºã÷ Íüþ-
Éîðê ìóæààñ ãàðàëòàé Ãðîâåð Êëèâëàíä 
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Benjamin Harrison of Indiana, grandson 
of President William Henry Harrison. 

Cleveland sat out the election campaign, 
relying on surrogates to carry his message 
to the public. Harrison, by contrast, 
delivered dozens of political speeches from 
his home, conducting perhaps the first 
“front porch” campaign. The campaign itself 
may have been one of the more corrupt 
in U.S. history, with both sides accused 
of buying and selling votes, engaging in 
political dirty tricks, and adjusting election 
returns to deliver votes as needed. 

On November 6, more than 11 million 
Americans cast their votes. A close election 
was expected, and the returns showed 
Cleveland had outpolled the Republican 
candidate by 5,540,000 popular votes to 
5,440,000. Harrison, however, had won the 
election on the strength of a comfortable 
electoral vote majority, 233 to 168. 

What had gone wrong? Cleveland won 
the southern states with huge popular 
vote margins but lost many northern 

ones by only a few thousand votes each. 
Harrison was inaugurated without much 
controversy on March 4, 1889, but four 
years later Cleveland made another 
run, and this time he was successful, 
returning to the White House in 1893. 

2000: The Supreme Court Steps In 

Few U.S. presidential contests have ended 
as acrimoniously as the election of 2000. 
Even now, after nearly a decade, emotions 
run high among committed partisans of 
Republican George W. Bush and Democrat 
Al Gore when discussion turns to the 
subjects of “dimples,” under-votes, “hanging 
chads,” or the Supreme Court’s ruling that 
ended the recount process in Florida. 

The general election campaign, though 
hard fought, gave little indication of 
the controversy to come. According to 
most polls, Governor Bush of Texas held 
a narrow lead, but Vice President Gore 
appeared to be closing the gap. Two minor 
party candidates presented a complicating 

íü Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí ãèø¿¿í áàéñàí áà 
òºðèéí ¿éë÷èëãýýíä îðóóëñàí øèíý÷ëýëèéã 
öààøèä ¿ðãýëæë¿¿ëíý, òàðèôûã 
áóóðóóëíà õýìýýí àìëàñàí ñîíãóóëèéí 
õºòºëáºðèéíõºº à÷ààð äàõèí íýð äýâøèâ. 
Õàðèí ÀÍÓ-ûí àæ ¿éëäâýðèéí ñàëáàðò 
àøèãòàé áîëîâ÷ õýðýãëýýíèé ¿íèéã 
ºíäºð áàéëãàæ áàéñàí òàðèôûí áîäëîãûã 
õàìãààëàã÷èä áîëîõ Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìààñ åðºíõèéëºã÷ Óèëüÿì Õåíðè 
Õàððèñîíû à÷ õ¿¿ áîëîõ Èíäèàíà ìóæèéí 
Áåíæàìèí Õàððèñîíûã ñîíãîæýý. 

Êëèâëàíä ñîíãóóëèéí êàìïàíèò àæëàà 
îðëîã÷èääîî äààòãàæ, ººðºº õîéø ñóóâ. 
Õàððèñîí õàðèí ýñðýãýýð óëñ òºðèéí 
ÿðèà, èëòãýë¿¿äèéã ìàø îëíîîð ººðèéí 
îðîí ãýðýýñ õèéæ áàéñàí áºãººä ýíý íü 
ìàãàäã¿é õàìãèéí àíõíû “front porch” 
áóþó ¿¿äýí äýýðýýñýý õèéñýí ñîíãóóëèéí 
êàìïàíèò àæèë áîëñîí áèç ýý. Õî¸ð òàë íýã 
íü íºãººõèéã ñàíàë õóäàëäñàí, õóäàëäàæ 
àâñàí õýìýýí áóðóóòãàæ, óëñ òºðèéí áîõèð 
àðãà ìýõ õýðýãëýõèéí ñàöóó ñîíãóóëèéí 
¿ð ä¿íã õýðýãòýé ñàíàëàà àâàõûí òóëä 
òààðóóëñàí ãýõ÷èëýí òóõàéí ñîíãóóëèéã 
ºìíº íü ÀÍÓ-ûí ò¿¿õýíä áàéãààã¿é 
õàìãèéí áîõèð ñîíãóóëü áîëãîõîîð áàéëàà. 

Àðâàí íýãä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 6-íä 11 ñàÿ 
ãàðóé àìåðèê÷óóä ñàíàëàà ºãëºº. Ñàíàëûí 
òîî íýã èõ çºðºõã¿é áàéõ ãýæ óðüä÷èëàí 

òààìàãëàæ áàéñíààð Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìûí íýð äýâøèã÷ Õàððèñîí 5,440,000 
ñàíàë àâ÷, Êëèâëàíä ò¿¿íèéã 5,540,000 
ñàíàëààð äàâàìãàéëñàí þì. Òýãòýë 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñàíàë õóðààëòààð 
Êëèâëàíä 168, õàðèí Õàððèñîí 233 ñàíàë 
áóþó ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûí îëîíõèéã 
àâ÷ ñîíãóóëüä ÿëàëò áàéãóóëñàí. 

ßàæ áàéãààä èéì þì áîë÷èõîâ îî? 
Êëèâëàíä á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð 
ºìíºäèéí ìóæ óëñóóäûí èðãýäèéí 
ñàíàëûã àñàð èõ çºð¿¿òýéãýýð àâ÷ ÿëñàí 
õýäèé ÷ óìàðäàä íýã ìóæ óëñàä õýäõýí 
ìÿíãàí ñàíàë àâàõ áàéäëààð òýð ç¿ãèéí 
ìóæ óëñóóäûã àëäñàí þì. Õàððèñîí 
òºäèéëºí èõ ýñýðã¿¿öýë õ¿ëýýëã¿éãýýð 
1889 îíû ãóðàâäóãààð ñàðûí 4-íä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí àëáàí òóøààëä äýâøèæ 
áàÿðàà òýìäýãëýæýý. Õàðèí äºðâºí 
æèëèéí äàðàà Êëèâëàíä äàõèí ºðñºëäºæ, 
òýð óäààä àìæèëòàíä õ¿ð÷, 1893 îíä 
Öàãààí Îðäîíä ýðãýæ èðñýí áèëýý. 

2000 îí - Äýýä ø¿¿õ îðæ èðñýí íü

ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèóäààñ 
öººí õýä íü 2000 îíû ñîíãóóëü øèã 
äóðã¿éöýë çýâ¿¿öëýýð ä¿¿ðýí òºãñ÷ áàéâ. 
Áàðàã àðâàí æèë ºíãºðººä áàéõàä îäîî 
÷ ãýñýí Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ íàìûí Æîðæ 
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factor: Consumer advocate Ralph Nader’s 
Green Party was perceived as drawing 
support from Gore voters, while Patrick 
Buchanan, nominee of the Reform Party, 

Ëîñ Àíæåëåñèéí ªäðèéí ñîíèí ñîíãóóëèéí ìàðãààø íü ë Æîðæ Ó. 
Áóøèéã 2000 îíû ñîíãóóëèéí ÿëàã÷ààð çàðëàæ áàéíà. Òýãòýë ñàíàë 
òîîëëîãî õýäýí äîëîî õîíîã ¿ðãýëæèëñýí þì. 
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The Los Angeles Daily News declares George W. Bush the 2000 winner 
the day after the election, although vote counting went on for several 
more weeks.

was expected to cut into Bush’s popular vote. 
More than 105 million Americans cast 

votes for president on November 7; by 
early evening it was clear that the election 

would be close. Gore held 
a slight popular vote 
lead nationwide, and 
the electoral vote was 
also tight, standing at 
246 electoral votes for 
Bush and 255 for Gore, 
with 37 undecided in 
three states. New Mexico 
and Oregon, with 12 
votes, were eventually 
declared for Gore, but 
Florida, with 25 decisive 
electoral votes and where 
Bush held a tiny lead, 
remained in contention. 

Reports of confusing 
ballots and other 
irregularities led to 
demands for statewide 

Áóø áîëîí Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí Àë Ãîð 
õî¸ðûí ¿íýí÷ äýìæèã÷èä “ñàíàëûí õóóäàñ 
ã¿éöýä öîîëîãäîîã¿é áàéñàí”, “áóðóó 
öîîëñîí”, ‘öîîëñîí ãàçàð íü öààñ íü 
óðàãäàæ ñàíæèãíàæ áàéñàí” ãýýä ÿðèàä 
ýõëýâýë ýñâýë Ôëîðèäàä äàõèí òîîëëîãûã 
çîãñîîñîí Äýýä ø¿¿õèéí øèéäâýðèéí 
òàëààð ìàðãàõ þì áîë ÿðèàíû ºíãº 
íýëýýä øèð¿¿ñ÷ èðýõ òºëºâòýé áàéäàã.

Ñîíãóóëèéí åðºíõèé êàìïàíèò àæèë 
ìàø øèð¿¿í òýìöýëòýé ÿâàãäàæ, çºð÷èë 
ìàðãààí ãàð÷ áîëçîøã¿é ãýõýýð øèíæ 
òýìäýã áàãà áàéëàà. Ñàíàë õóðààëòûí 
èõýíõè íü Òåõàñ ìóæèéí çàõèðàã÷ 
Áóøèéã öººõºí ñàíàëààð ò¿ð¿¿ëæ, äýä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ Ãîð òýð çàéã áºãëºæ àðààñ 
íü ã¿éöýæ èðæ áàéãààã èëòãýæ áàéâ. 
Òýãòýë õî¸ð æèæèã íàìûí íýð äýâøèã÷èä 
òºâºã ó÷ðóóëààä áàéñàí. Òóõàéëáàë, 
Íîãîîí íàìààñ íýð äýâøñýí Õýðýãëýã÷èéí 
ýðõ àøãèéã õàìãààëàõ ºìãººëºã÷ Ðàëô 
Íàäåð íü À.Ãîðûí òºëºº ñàíàë ºãºã÷äèéí 
äýìæëýãèéã äàâõàð õ¿ëýýæ áàéñàí áîë 
Øèíý÷ëýëèéí íàìûí íýð äýâøèã÷ Ïàòðèê 
Áó÷àíàí Áóøèéí äýìæèã÷äèéí ñàíàëààñ 

òàñàëæ ººðò àâ÷ ÷àäíà 
ãýæ ¿çýæ áàéæ. 

11 ä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 7-íû 
ºäºð 105 ñàÿ ãàðóé 

àìåðèê÷óóä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí òºëºº ñàíàëàà 
ºãëºº. Îðîé òèéøýýãýý õî¸ð ºðñºëäºã÷äºä 
ºãñºí ñàíàëûí òîî íýã èõ õîë çºðºõã¿é 
ãýäýã íü òîäîðõîé áîëæ èðñýí. Á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿íãýýð À.Ãîð ÿëèìã¿é 
òýðã¿¿ëæ, Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñàíàëûí 
òîî ÷ ìàø îéðîëöîî ãàðàâ. ªºðººð õýëáýë 
Áóø ñîíãîã÷äûí 246 ñàíàë, Ãîð 255 ñàíàë 
àâààä áàéñàí áà ¿ëäñýí ãóðâàí ìóæèéí 
37 ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàë õ¿ëýýãäñýýð áàéëàà. 
Íüþ Ìåêñèêî áà Îðåãîí õî¸ð ìóæ óëñ òóí 
óäàëã¿é 12 ñîíãîã÷äûíõîî ñàíàëûã Ãîðò 
ºãñºí. Õàðèí øèéäâýðëýõ 25 ñîíãîã÷äûí 
ñàíàëòàé Ôëîðèäàä Áóø ìàø áàãà 
ñàíàëûí çºð¿¿ãýýð òýðã¿¿ëæ áàéñàí ÷ ýíä 
ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿í ìàðãààíòàé õýâýýð ¿ëäñýí. 

Ñîíãóóëèéã áóäëèàíòóóëñàí, áóñàä 
çºð÷èë ãàðãàñàí ãýõ ÿðèà ìóæ óëñ 
äàÿàð øóóãèàí òàðüæ, Ôëîðèäà òîéðîãò 
ñàíàëûí õóóäñûã äàõèí òîîëîõîä õ¿ðñýí. 
¯íäýñíèé õî¸ð íàì - Àðä÷èëñàí íàì 
áîëîí Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ íàì – àëü àëü íü 
õóóëü÷, óëñ òºðèéí àæèëòíóóäààñ á¿ðäñýí 
áàãóóäûã ø¿¿õ, õýâëýë ìýäýýëëèéí 
áàéãóóëëàãóóä èëãýýæ, ººðñäèéí õýðãèéã 
øèéä¿¿ëýõèéã õ¿ñýâ. Äàõèí òîîëëîãûí 
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òàëààðõ ìàðãààí, äóðã¿éöýë õýäýí äîëîî 
õîíîãîîð õýâëýë ìýäýýëëèéíõíèé ãîë ñýäýâ 
áîëæ, õî¸ð íàì õî¸óëàà Ôëîðèäàãèéí 
ìóæèéí áîëîí õîëáîîíû ø¿¿õ¿¿äýä 
õàíäàâ. Ýíý õîîðîíä öàã õóãàöàà ÿâñààð 
ë áàéëàà. Èíãýýä Õîëáîîíû õóóëèàð 
Ôëîðèäàä 12 äóãààð ñàðûí 12-í ãýõýä 
ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿íã çàðëàõûã øààðäëàà.

Ñàíàëûí õóóäñûã íýã òîîëæ, íýã áîëüæ, 
äîîä øàòíû ø¿¿õ¿¿ä ìàðãààíòàé øèéäâýð 
ãàðãàæ íýã õýñýã áóäèëñàíû äàðàà ÀÍÓ-ûí 
Äýýä ø¿¿õ òàâ, äºðºâèéí õàðüöààòàéãààð 
Ôëîðèäàãèéí äàõèí òîîëëîãî íü ¯Õ-èéí 
14 äýõü íýìýëò ººð÷ëºëòèéí òýãø ýðõèéí 
õàìãààëëûí òóõàé çààëòûã çºð÷ñºí 
áàéíà ãýæ ¿çýýä, ººð øèíý þì ñýäýæ, 
õýðýãæ¿¿ëýõ öàã õóãàöàà áàéãààã¿é òóë 
òóñ ìóæèä áîëñîí ñîíãóóëèéã õ¿÷èí 
òºãºëäºð ãýæ ¿çýâ. Ãîðûí äýìæèã÷èä Äýýä 
ø¿¿õèéí øèéäâýðèéã Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìä òàë çàññàí óëñ òºðèéí àëàã÷ëàë 
ãýæ ýñýðã¿¿öñýí õýäèé ÷ ñàíàëûí õóóäàñ 
äàõèí òîîëîãäîæ, Æîðæ Áóø 537 ñàíàëûí 
èë¿¿òýéãýýð Ôëîðèäàä ÿëñàí áîëîõûã 
çàðëàñíààð ýíý á¿õýí ºíäºðëºæýý. Óëñûí 
õýìæýýíä Áóø Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
271 ñàíàë, À.Ãîð 266 ñàíàë àâ÷ýý. 
Ãýõäýý Ãîð á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð 
540,000 ñàíàë èë¿¿ àâñàí áàéëàà. 

Õýäèéãýýð ìàø èõýýð óðàì íü õóãàðñàí 
÷ äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷ À.Ãîð ñîíãóóëèéí ä¿íã 
õ¿ëýýí çºâøººð÷, ººðèéí äýìæèã÷äèéã óëñ 
¿íäýñòíèé ñàéí ñàéõíû òóñûí òºëºº Äýýä 
ø¿¿õèéí øèéäâýðèéã õ¿íäýòãýí õ¿ëýýí 
àâàõûã óðèàëñàí þì. Êîíãðåññ 2001 îíû 
1 ä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 6-íû ºäºð Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñàíàëûã òîîëîõîîð õóðàëäàõàä 
íýëýýä îëîí òºëººëºã÷ ñîíãóóëèéí 
ä¿íã ýñýðã¿¿öñýí áîëîâ÷ ñåíàò÷äûí 
ç¿ãýýñ òýäíèéã õýí ÷ äýìæñýíã¿é ìºí 
õóðàëäààíûã äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí õóâèàð 
óäèðäàæ áàéñàí Ãîð òýäíèé ø¿¿ìæëýëèéã 
õ¿ëýýí àâñàíã¿é. Áóø íýãä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 
20-íû ºäºð òàíãàðàã ºðãºñíººð, íýã 
çóóíûã õîë äàâñàí õóãàöààíä ñîíãîã÷äûí 
ñàíàëûí îëîíõèéã àâ÷ ÷àäààã¿é ÀÍÓ-
ûí àíõíû åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëñîí þì. 

Ýíýõ¿¿ íèéòëýëä äýâø¿¿ëñýí ¿çýë áîäîë íü 
ÀÍÓ-ûí çàñãèéí ãàçðûí áàéð ñóóðü, áîäëîãî 
÷èãëýë áîëîí Êîíãðåññèéí Ñóäàëãààíû Àëáàíû 
áîäëîãî, áóñàä ä¿ãíýëòèéã çààâàë èëýðõèéëæ 
áàéõ àëáàã¿é. 

and county recounts in Florida. The 
national Democratic and Republican 
parties dispatched teams of lawyers and 
political operatives to make their case in 
the courts and media. Acrimonious and 
widely publicized disputes over the recounts 
dominated the news for weeks, and both 
parties filed suit in Florida state and 
federal courts. Meanwhile, the clock was 
ticking: Federal law required Florida to 
declare its electoral vote by December 12. 

After a series of starts and stops and 
conflicting lower court decisions, the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled five to four 
that Florida’s recount procedures violated 
the 14th Amendment’s equal protection 
clause and that, since there was no time 
to devise and implement a different 
plan, the vote would stand. The court’s 
decision was assailed by Gore supporters 
as politically biased in favor of the 
Republican Party, but the recounts ended 
and George Bush was declared the winner 
in Florida with a margin of 537 votes. 
Nationwide, Bush won 271 electoral votes 

to Al Gore’s 266, but Gore had received 
about 540,000 more popular votes. 

Although bitterly disappointed, Vice 
President Gore accepted the results and 
urged his supporters to respect the Supreme 
Court’s decision in the best interests of 
the nation. A number of representatives 
contested the results when Congress met 
to count the electoral vote on January 6, 
2001, but they lacked Senate co-sponsors 
and were disallowed by Gore, who as vice 
president presided over the session. Bush 
was inaugurated on January 20, the first 
U.S. president in more than a century who 
failed to win a plurality of the popular vote. 

The opinions expressed in this article do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the 
U.S. government or the policies or findings of the 
Congressional Research Service. 
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Electoral College Reform? 
Not So Easy 

David Lublin 

ÑÎÍÃÎÃ×ÄÛÍ ÊÎËËÅÃÈÉÍ 

ÑÈÑÒÅÌÈÉÃ ªªÐ×ËªÕ ¯¯?                                            

ÝÍÝ ÁÎË ÕßËÁÀÐ Ç¯ÉË ÁÈØ.
Äýâèä Ëàáëèí

ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõ 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìèéã 
øèíý÷ëýõýä ìàø èõ õ¿÷èí ÷àðìàéëò 
õýðýãòýé áºãººä ýíý òàëààð çºâøèëöñºí 
ç¿éë  îäîîãîîð àëãà áàéíà. 

Äýâèä Ëàáëèí áîë Âàøèíãòîí 
Ä.Ñ. äýõü Àìåðèêèéí èõ ñóðãóóëèéí 
Òºðèéí óäèðäëàãûí ñóðãóóëèéí 
çàñãèéí ãàçðûí ïðîôåññîð þì. 

À
ÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõîä 
õýðýãëýäýã Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñèñòåìèéã öóöëàõûã õ¿ñýõ õýí íýãýí 

õ¿í áàéæ áîëîõûã îéëãîõîä òèéì ÷ õýö¿¿ 
áèø. Ó÷èð íü, ýíý ñèñòåìýýð á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëèàð ºðñºëäºã÷ººñºº äóòóó ñàíàë 
àâñàí íü åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëæ áàéñàí óäàà íýã 

áóñ ãàðñàí áèëýý. Ýíý ñèñòåìèéã ººð÷ëºõ 
àðãà çàìûã îëîõîä òèéì ÷ àìàðã¿é.

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìèéã 
ìºðäñºí õýâýýð áàéäãèéí íýã øàëòãààí 
íü ÀÍÓ-ûí ¯íäñýí õóóëèíä íýìýëò 
ººð÷ëºëò îðóóëàõàä àìàðã¿é áàéäàãòàé 
õîëáîîòîé þì. ¯¿íèé òóëä ÀÍÓ-ûí 
Êîíãðåññ òºñëèéã ýõëýýä Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
òàíõèì, Ñåíàòûí ãóðàâíû õî¸ðûí îëîíõîîð 
çºâøººð¿¿ëæ, äàðàà íü ìóæ óëñóóäûí 
äºðºâíèé ãóðâààð áàòëóóëàõ ¸ñòîé. Àíõ 
1787 îíä áàòëàãäñàíààñ õîéø ¯íäñýí 
õóóëüä åðäºº 27 óäàà íýìýëò ººð÷ëºëò 
îðæýý. ¯¿íèé äîòîð àíõíû ¯íäñýí õóóëèéã 
ñî¸ðõîí áàòàëñíû äàðààõàí õèéñýí “Bill 
of Rights” áóþó õóâü õ¿íèé ýðõèéí òóõàé 
ýõíèé 10 íýìýëò ººð÷ëºëò îðäîã þì. 

Reforming the Electoral College 
system for electing the U.S. president 
would require enormous effort and a 
consensus that does not now exist. 

David Lublin is professor of government 
in the School of Public Affairs at 
American University, Washington, D.C. 

I
t’s not hard to point out reasons why 
one might want to abolish the Electoral 
College for electing the president of 

the United States — especially because 
the system occasionally elects a candidate 
who has received fewer popular votes 
nationally than another candidate. Figuring 

out how to replace it is not so simple. 
One reason that the Electoral College is 

likely to stick around is that amending the 
U.S. Constitution is difficult. It requires 
that the U.S. Congress first pass the 
proposal by a two-thirds majority in both the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, 
and then three-quarters of the states must 
ratify it. The Constitution has been amended 
only 27 times since its adoption in 1787. And 
that’s including the first 10 amendments 
to the Constitution, known collectively as 
the Bill of Rights, passed shortly after 
ratification of the original Constitution. 
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Äýýä ø¿¿õ Ôëîðèäàä äàõèí ñàíàë òîîëëîãûã çîãñîîñíîîð Áóø, Ãîð 
íàðûí 2000 îíû ñîíãóóëèéã Áóøèä àøèãòàéãààð áàðàã øèéä÷èõ áîëñîí. 

The Supreme Court halted recounting of votes in Florida, essentially deciding 
the 2000 Bush-Gore election in favor of Bush.
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Overwhelming support, if not consensus, 
is generally required to get over the hurdles 
to ratification. That consensus does not 
currently exist for abolishing the Electoral 
College. Many Democrats think the loss of 
their candidate in the 2000 presidential 
election shows the urgency of reform, 
but some Republicans consequently view 
efforts to change the system as an effort 
to discredit the victory of their candidate. 
Despite some support across party lines, 
there is no consensus in favor of reform. 

Moreover, various states have an array 
of reasons to oppose ratification. Small 
states receive a somewhat disproportionate 
share of electoral votes since the number of 
electoral votes allotted to each state equals 
the number of senators — always two — plus 
the number of representatives elected by 
the state — at least one, regardless of the 
population. Closely contested states, such 
as Florida and Ohio in the 2000, 2004, and 
2008 elections, receive more attention from 
presidential candidates because electoral 
votes are allocated by the winner-take-all 

method in all but two 
states — Maine and 
Nebraska. Electoral 
College opponents 
identify this aspect of 
the current system as 
a flaw, but marginal 
states may not be 
so quick to give up 
the extra attention 
lavished on them by 
presidential candidates. 

Õàìòûí çºâøèëöºë áóþó êîíñåíñóñò ë 
õ¿ðýõã¿é áîë, ¿¿íèéã çºâøººð¿¿ëýõèéí 
òóëä òóëãàðàõ ñààä áýðõøýýëèéã 
äàâàõàä àñàð èõ äýìæëýã øààðäëàãàòàé. 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìèéã õàëàõ 
òýð êîíñåíñóñ íü îäîîãîîð àëãà áàéíà. Íýð 
äýâøèã÷ íü ÿëàãäñàí Àðä÷èëñàí íàìûí 
îëîí ãèø¿¿ä 2000 îíû åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëü ýíýõ¿¿ øèíý÷ëýëèéã íýí äàðóé 
õèéõ öàã áîëñîíûã õàðóóëëàà ãýæ áîäîõ 
áîëñîí. Õàðèí Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ íàìûí 
çàðèì ãèø¿¿ä ÷èíãýõ íü ººðñäèéíõ íü íýð 
äýâøèã÷èéí ÿëàëòûã ãóòààõûã îðîëäñîí 
ÿâäàë ãýæ ¿çäýã. Íàìóóäûí äîòîðõ 
çàðèì íýã äýìæëýã áàéäãèéã ýñ òîîöâîë 
íàìóóä øèíý÷ëýëèéã äýìæèõ çºâøèëöºëä 
îäîîãîîð õ¿ð÷ ÷àäààã¿é ë áàéíà. 

Ò¿¿ãýýð ÷ ¿ë áàðàì, 
çàðèì ìóæ óëñóóä 
¿¿íèéã ýñýðã¿¿öñýí 
îëîí øàëòãààíûã õýëæ 
áàéíà. Ìóæ óëñ á¿ðýýñ 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä 
ñîíãîãäîõ ñîíãîã÷äûí 
òîî, òóõàéí ìóæ 
óëñààñ Ñåíàòàä ñóóãàà 
ñåíàò÷äûí òîî /¿ðãýëæ 
õî¸ð áàéäàã/ áîëîí 

õ¿í àìûí òîîíîîñ ¿ë õàìààðàí äîîä òàë 
íü íýã áàéäàã Òºëººëºã÷äèéí Òàíõèì 
äàõü òºëººëºã÷äèéí òîîíû íèéëáýðýýñ 
á¿ðääýã òóë Ñîíãîã÷äûí êîëëåãèä æèæèã 
ìóæ óëñóóä áóñàä ìóæ óëñóóäòàé àäèë 
õóâü òýíö¿¿ òºëººëºëòýé áàéæ ÷àääàãã¿é. 
Ìýéí, Íåáðàñêà õî¸ð ìóæ óëñààñ áóñàä 
á¿õ ìóæ óëñàä “ÿëàã÷ á¿ãäèéã àâíà” 
ãýñýí çàð÷èì ¿éë÷èëäýã òóë Ôëîðèäà, 
Îõàéî ìóæ óëñóóä 2000, 2004, 2008 
îíû åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèóäûí 
¿åýð îëíû àíõààðëûã òàòàæ áàéëàà. 

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéã ýñýðã¿¿öýã÷èä 
ýíý ¿çýãäëèéã îäîîãèéí ýíýõ¿¿ ñèñòåìèéí 
íýã ñóë òàë ãýæ òîäîðõîéëäîã. Ãýâ÷ 
ñàíàëûí ä¿í îéðîëöîî ãàðäàã ìóæ 
óëñóóä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
¿åýð íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí àíõààðëûí òºâä 
áàéäàã ýíý áàéäëààñàà òèéì ÷ àìàðõàí 



Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõ á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëü, ñîíãóóëèéí ýöñèéí ä¿íã ãàðãàõàä 2000 îíä 
Ôëîðèäàä áîëñîí øèã èõ øóóãèàí òàðèõ íü áèé. Êîìïüþòåðèéí øèíæýý÷èä 2000 îíû 11 íýãä¿ãýýð 
ñàðûí 8-íû ºäºð Ôëîðèäàãèéí Ôîðò Ëîäåðäàëåä ñàíàë õóðààëòûí ä¿íã äàõèí òîîëæ áàéíà. 
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A direct popular vote for president could result in many more hotly contested election counts, such as 
the one in Florida in 2000. These computer analysts are recounting ballots on November 8, 2000, in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida.

Many people like the fact that the 
Electoral College reflects the federal 
nature of the United States and resist 
efforts to abolish it as an attack on 
federalism and the powers of the states.

National Popular Vote Compact 

Some advocates of Electoral College 
reform are suggesting that the country work 

around the amendment process through 
an interstate compact that would assure 
that the winner of the national popular 
vote becomes president. Proponents of this 
National Popular Vote compact suggest that 
states containing a majority of Electoral 
College votes should agree to cast their 
votes for the presidential candidate who 
wins the national popular vote in the 
election, whether the candidate won or 

ñàëàõûã õ¿ñäýãã¿é áàéäàã áàéõ. Îëîí 
õ¿í Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè ººðºº ÀÍÓ-ûí 
õîëáîîíû óëñûí îíöëîãûã èëýðõèéëäýã 
ãýæ ¿çäýã òóë ¿¿íèéã ººð÷ëºõ ãýñýí 
îðîëäëîãóóäûã õîëáîîíû óëñûí çàð÷èì, 
ìóæ óëñóóäûí ýðõ ìýäýëä õàëäàæ 
áóé õàëäëàãà õýìýýí íÿöààäàã.

¯íäýñíèé á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëèéí òóõàé ãýðýý

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìä ººð÷ëºëò 
øèíý÷ëýë îðóóëàõûã ñàíàà÷ëàã÷èä, ìóæ 
óëñ õîîðîíäûí äóíä ãýðýý áàéãóóëæ, 
èíãýñíýýð åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãóóëèéí 
ïðîöåññò ººð÷ëºëò îðóóëàõ çàìààð á¿õ 
íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð ñàíàëûí äèéëýíõèéã 
àâñàí íýð äýâøèã÷ åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëäîã 
áàéõûã ñàíàë áîëãîäîã. ¯íäýñíèé á¿õ 

íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèéí òóõàé ãýðýýã 
äýìæèã÷äèéí ñàíàë áîëãîæ áàéãààãààð 
Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä ñàíàëûí îëîíõèéã 
ýçýìøèæ áóé ìóæ óëñóóä, íýð äýâøèã÷ 
òóõàéí ìóæ óëñàä ÿëàëò áàéãóóëñàí 
ýñýõýýñ ¿ë õàìààðàí íýãýíò ë á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëèàð ÿëàëò áàéãóóëñàí òîõèîëäîëä 
ººðèéí ìóæèéí ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûã 
ò¿¿íä ºã¿¿ëæ áàéõààð òîãòîõ íü ç¿éòýé 
ãýäýã. Ìóæ óëñ õîîðîíäûí ãýðýýãýýð 
øèíý÷ëýëèéã õèéõ íü ¿íäñýí õóóëèíä 
ººð÷ëºëò îðóóëàõààñ õàìààã¿é õÿëáàð 
àðãà þì. ¯íäñýí õóóëèéí ººð÷ëºëòèéã 
áàòëóóëàõàä 38 ìóæ óëñ ¿¿íèéã çºâøººðºõ 
õýðýãòýé áàéäàã áîë, ìóæ óëñ õîîðîíäûí 
ãýðýýã áàòëàõàä áóñäààñàà õ¿í àìààð 
èë¿¿ 11 ìóæ óëñ áàéõàä ë õàíãàëòòàé. 

Ýíý ìàø óõààëàã øèéäýë ìýò ñîíñîãäîæ 
áîëîõ ÷ áàñ ººð øèíý àñóóäëóóäûí ¿ðèéã 
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lost in those states. Adopting the reform 
through a compact between the states would 
be much easier than through constitutional 
amendment. It would take 38 states to 
ratify a constitutional amendment, but as 
few as the 11 most populous states could 
bring the interstate compact into effect. 

It sounds like a clever solution, but it may 
sow the seeds of new problems. In the United 
States, the presidential election is not really 
a single national election but 51 separate 
contests in the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia (the national capital, Washington). 
Because each state decides which presidential 
and vice presidential candidates get on its 
ballot, different sets of candidates appear 
on the ballots of various states. Even under 
the compact, Americans would still not 
have a true national election in which every 
voter has the same candidate choices. 

Presidential candidates could even have 
different running mates in different states. 
The proposed compact requires that any 
votes cast in any state for the presidential or 

vice presidential candidate count toward the 
total for the slate regardless of whether the 
same vice presidential candidate appeared 
on the ballot. For example, the running 
mate of third-party candidate Ralph Nader 
did not appear on the California ballot in 
2004. Nonetheless, all votes cast for Ralph 
Nader in California would have counted 
toward not just Nader’s national total but 
also for his running mate, even though the 
running mate did not appear on the ballot 
— an unsatisfactory solution in that case. 

Some Open Questions 

The close presidential contest between 
Republican George W. Bush and Democrat 
Al Gore in Florida in 2000 and its impact 
on the outcome stimulated calls for 
reform of the Electoral College. Ironically, 
a national popular vote would likely 
compound the problems of a close contest. 

There is no mechanism in place — 
and the proposed National Popular Vote 
compact does not create one — for deciding 

òàðèõ ìàãàäëàëòàé. ÀÍÓ-ä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëü íü çºâõºí ãàíö ¿íäýñòíèé 
ñîíãóóëü áèø, õàðèí 50 ìóæ óëñ áîëîí 
Êîëóìáèéí ä¿¿ðýã (óëñûí íèéñëýë õîò 
Âàøèíãòîí)-èéã îðîëöóóëààä áèå äààñàí 
51-í óäààãèéí ñîíãóóëü þì. Ìóæ óëñ á¿ð 
ººðñäèéí ñîíãóóëèàð åðºíõèéëºã÷, äýä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èä ºðñºëäºõ íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí 
íýðèéã òîäðóóëæ ãàðãàäàã áºãººä ìóæ óëñ 
á¿ðò ººð ººð íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí íýð ãàð÷ 
èðäýã. ¯íäýñíèé á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
òóõàé ãýðýýãýýð áîë àìåðèê÷óóä á¿ãä íýã ë 
òîãòñîí íýð äýâøèã÷äýä ñàíàë ºãºõ ¸ñòîé 
áîëîîä áàéãàà òóë ýíý íü æèíõýíý ¿íäýñíèé 
õýìæýýíèé ñîíãóóëü áîëæ  ÷àäàõã¿é.

Ñàíàë áîëãîæ áóé øèíý ãýðýýãýýð 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èä íýð äýâøèã÷ íü ìóæ óëñ 
á¿ðò ººð ººð õ¿íèéã äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èä 
ò¿¿íèé õàìò ºðñºëäºõººð äàãóóëæ áîëîõ 
þì áàéíà. Óã ãýðýý ¸ñîîð òóõàéí ìóæ óëñàä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ áîëîí äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èä 
íýð äýâøèã÷äýä ºãñºí ñàíàëûí òîîã äýä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èä íýð äýâøèã÷ íü õýí áàéõààñ 
¿ë õàìààðàí á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
ýöñèéí ñàíàëûã íýãòãýñýí  æàãñààëòàä 
òóõàéí íýð äýâøèã÷ áîëîí ò¿¿íòýé 
õàíüñàæ äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èä ºðñºëäñºí 
õ¿íä ºã÷ íýìæ òîîëîõ ¸ñòîé ãýæ òîãòîîõ 
þì áàéíà. Æèøýýëáýë, ãóðàâäàã÷ íàìààñ 
íýð äýâøèã÷ Ðàëô Íàäåðèéí õàìòààð 

äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èä ºðñºëäºæ áàéñàí íýð 
äýâøèã÷èéí íýð 2004 îíä Êàëèôîðíèéí 
ñàíàë õóðààëòààð îãò ãàð÷ èðýýã¿é. 
Òýãâýë øèíý ãýðýýãýýð Êàëèôîðíèä Ðàëô 
Íàäåðèéí òºëºº ºãñºí á¿õ ñàíàë íü çºâõºí 
Íàäåðèéí ¿íäýñíèé õýìæýýíä àâñàí 
ñàíàëä òîîëîãäîîä çîãñîõã¿é, ìºí ò¿¿íèé 
õàìòààð äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èä ºðñºëäºæ ñàíàë 
õóðààëòààð ãàð÷ èðæ ÷àäààã¿é õ¿íèé íýð 
äýýð ÷ äàâõàð òîîëîãäîõ þì áàéíà. Èíãýõ 
íü ñýòãýëä íèéöñýí øèéäýë áèø þì. 

Çàðèì íýýëòòýé àñóóëòóóä

2000 îíä Ôëîðèäàä Á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ 
íàìûí Æîðæ Ó.Áóø áîëîí Àðä÷èëñàí 
íàìûí Àë Ãîð íàðûí õîîðîíä áîëñîí 
øèð¿¿í ºðñºëäººí, ñîíãóóëèéí ýöñèéí 
¿ð ä¿í çýðýã íü Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñèñòåìèéã øèíý÷ëýõ óðèàëãûã èë¿¿ 
ýð÷èìæ¿¿ëñýí áèëýý. Òýãòýë ¿íäýñíèé á¿õ 
íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëü íü ººðºº ºðñºëäºã÷èä 
îéðîëöîî ñàíàë àâ÷ ìàðãààí ¿¿ñãýõ 
àñóóäëûã á¿ðä¿¿ëäýã áîëîëòîé. 

Óëñûí õýìæýýíä íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí 
àâñàí ñàíàëûí òîî íýã èõ çºð¿¿ã¿é ãàðàõàä 
õýðõýí  øèéäâýðëýõ òóõàé àðãà÷ëàëûã 
îäîîãîîð îëæ ãàðãààã¿é áàéãàà, ìºí øèíýýð 
ñàíàë áîëãîæ áóé ¯íäýñíèé á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëèéí òóõàé ãýðýýíä ÷ ýíý òóõàé 
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a nationally close contest. All existing 
ballot recount laws govern the prospect of 
a close election within a state but do not 
force a recount if the election is nationally 
close. Moreover, while the news media and 
both major political parties could give a 
great deal of scrutiny to the recount in 
the single state at issue in 2000, it would 
be much harder for them to do the same 
across the entire country. While the chance 
of a tight election is smaller in a national 
contest, the standards for what constitutes 
a close election would also be much lower. 

The enforceability of an interstate 
compact governing how states cast their 
Electoral College votes also remains an open 
question. The U.S. Constitution clearly gives 
state legislatures the right to determine how 
states cast their electoral votes. While the 
compact would prohibit withdrawal from the 
compact within six months of an election, 
it is far from clear that this provision is 
legally enforceable. The compact contains 
no backup provisions if states do withdraw 
and the courts refuse to stop them. 

These concerns might seem small and 
overly technical, but the 2000 election 
demonstrated the importance of legal 
details and the necessity of being ready 
when an improbably close election occurs. 
National popular election of the president 
may eventually be viable, but it will require 
careful advance planning at the federal 
level to make it work and more consensus 
than currently exists to make that happen. 

The opinions expressed in this article do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. 
government.

äóðäààã¿é áàéíà. Ñàíàë õóðààëòûã äàõèí 
òîîëîõ òóõàé ºíººãèéí õ¿÷èí òºãºëäºð 
õóóëèóä íü ñàíàëûí òîî îéð áàéãààãààñ 
óëáààëæ ¿¿ñýõ ìàðãààíûã ìóæ óëñûí 
õýìæýýíä øèéäâýðëýäýã áîëîõîîñ áèø íèéò 
óëñûí õýìæýýíä èæèë òºñòýé òîõèîëäîëä 
äàõèí òîîëëîãûã çààâàë ÿâóóëàõûã 
çààãààã¿é þì. 2000 îíä ãàíöõàí ìóæ óëñàä 
äàõèí òîîëëîãûí àñóóäàë äýýð ñîíãóóëèéí 
õóóäñûã çºâ òîîëñîí ýñýõèéã øàëãàõ ãýæ 
õýâëýë ìýäýýëëèéíõýí áîëîí óëñ òºðèéí 
õî¸ð òîì íàìûíõàí èõýýõýí õ¿÷ ÷àðìàéëò 
ãàðãàñàí. Õàðèí á¿õ óëñ îðîí äàÿàð äàõèí 
òîîëëîãûã õèéõýýð áàéñàí áîë òýäíèé 
õ¿÷ ìºõºñäºõ áàéñàí. Óëñûí õýìæýýíä 
ñàíàëûí ä¿í îéðõîí ãàðàõ ìàãàäëàë 
áàãà áàéäàã áà ¿¿íòýé õîëáîîòîéãîîð 
èéì áàéäàë ¿¿ñýõ òîõèîëäîëä õýðõýõ 
òóõàé ñòàíäàðò çààâàð÷ëàãà íü 
ìºí àäèë áàãà áàéõ æèøýýòýé. 

Ìóæ óëñóóä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè 
äýõ ººðñäèéí ñîíãîã÷äûíõîî ñàíàëûã 
õýðõýí ÿàæ ºã¿¿ëæ áàéõ òóõàé ¯íäýñíèé 
á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèéí òóõàé ãýðýýíä 
çààëã¿éãýýð àñóóäëûã íýýëòòýé ¿ëäýýæýý. 
Õàðèí ÀÍÓ-ûí ¯íäñýí õóóëèíä, ìóæ 
óëñóóäûí õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãóóäàä 
ìóæ óëñàà òºëººëñºí ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûã 
õýðõýí ºã¿¿ëýõ òóõàé øèéäâýðëýõ ýðõèéã 
òîäîðõîé çààæ ºãñºí áàéäàã. Ò¿¿í÷ëýí 

äýýðõ ãýðýý íü ñîíãóóëèàñ çóðãààí ñàðûí 
äîòîð ýíý ãýðýýíýýñ òàòãàëçàõûã õîðèãëîñîí 
áàéãàà ÷ ýíý çîõèöóóëàëò õóóëü ç¿éí 
õóâüä åðººñºº õýðýãæèõ áîëîìæã¿é íü 
òîäîðõîé áàéãàà þì. Ãýðýýíä õýðýâ ìóæ 
óëñ òàòãàëçñàí òîõèîëäîëä ÿàõ âý ãýäýã 
òàëààð ÿìàð íýã çîõèöóóëàëò áàéõã¿é 
áºãººä ø¿¿õ òýäíèéã çîãñîîõîîñ òàòãàëçàíà. 

Ýíý á¿õ ñàíàà çîâîîñîí àñóóäëóóä 
æèæèã, èë¿¿ òåõíèêèéí øèíæòýé 
ñàíàãäàæ áîëîõ ÷ 2000 îíû ñîíãóóëü õóóëü 
ýðõ ç¿éí íàðèéí çààëò, èòãýæ áîëîìã¿é 
øèð¿¿í õ¿÷òýé ñîíãóóëü áîëáîë ò¿¿íä 
áýëýí áàéõ ÿâäàë íýí ÷óõàë øààðäëàãàòàé 
áàéãààã õàðóóëñàí áèëýý. Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
á¿õ àðä ò¿ìíýýñ ñîíãîäîã ñîíãóóëü ÿâààíäàà 
õýðýãæèæ áîëîõ ÷ ¿¿íèéã àæèë õýðýã 
áîëãîõûí òóëä õîëáîîíû ò¿âøèíä ìàø 
íàðèéí íÿìáàé, óðüä÷èëñàí òºëºâëºãººòýé 
áàéæ, ìºí ò¿¿í÷ëýí ¿¿íèéãýý 
õýðýãæ¿¿ëýõèéí òóëä îäîîãèéí áàéãààãààñ 
èë¿¿ êîíñåíñóñûã øààðäàõ áîëíî. 

Ýíýõ¿¿ íèéòëýëä äýâø¿¿ëñýí ¿çýë áîäîë íü 
ÀÍÓ-ûí çàñãèéí ãàçðûí áàéð ñóóðü, áîäëîãî 
÷èãëýëèéã çààâàë èëýðõèéëæ áàéõ àëáàã¿é. 
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The U.S. Electoral College has features 
common to other election systems around 
the world but combined in a unique way. 
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T
here are many criteria that can be 
used to judge electoral frameworks. 
Some examples are how representative 

they are, the stability and effectiveness 
of government, the accountability of 
government, the accountability of individual 
elected members, the encouragement of 

strong political parties, and the promotion 
of legislative opposition and oversight. But 
no electoral system can maximize all of 
these. In designing institutional frameworks, 
the question to be asked by any society is 
which criteria are important — and why. 
Depending on the answers, institutional 
design can seek to respond. However, 
the impact of any electoral system and 
framework depends on many features and 
on how the details interact with each other. 

Different electoral systems can produce 
different winners from the same votes 
cast. The U.S. presidential electoral 
system has a set of features none of 
which are unique or even necessarily 

ÀÍÓ-ûí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèèéí 
ñèñòåì íü äýëõèéí áóñàä ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåìòýé àäèë òºñòýé øèíæ  
÷àíàðóóäòàé áîëîâ÷ òýäãýýð íü ººð 
õîîðîíäîî ºâºðìºö áàéäëààð õîñîëäîã. 

Ýíäðüþ Ýëëèñ áîë Ñòîêîëüì äàõü 
Àðä÷èëàë, Ñîíãóóëèéí Äýìæëýã 
Òóñëàëöààíû Îëîí Óëñûí Õ¿ðýýëýí 
(IDEA)-èéí ¿éë àæèëëàãààíû çàõèðàë þì.

Ñ
îíãóóëèéí á¿òöèéã øèíæëýõýä 
àøèãëàæ áîëîõ ìàø îëîí ÿíçûí 
øàëãóóð áàéäàã. Æèøýýëâýë, íýð 

äýâøèã÷èä òºðä òºëººëºã÷èéí ¿¿ðãýý õýð 

ñàéí áèåë¿¿ëæ áàéíà, òºðèéí áàéãóóëëàãà 
õýð èõ ¿ð ä¿íòýé àæèëëàæ, õàðèóöëàãàà 
õ¿ëýýæ áàéíà, ñîíãîãäñîí ãèø¿¿í 
á¿ðèéí ýðãýí òàéëàãíàõ õàðèóöëàãà, 
óëñ òºðèéí õ¿÷òýé íàìóóäûí äýìæëýã, 
ò¿¿í÷ëýí õóóëü òîãòîîõ ñºðºã õ¿÷íèé 
äýìæëýã áîëîí õÿíàëò ÿìàð õýìæýýíä 
áàéíà çýðýã îëîí øàëãóóð áàéäàã. Ãýâ÷ 
ñîíãóóëèéí ÿìàð ÷ ñèñòåì ýíý á¿õ 
øàëãóóðûí õýìæýýã ºñãºæ ÷àääàãã¿é.

Òºðèéí áàéãóóëàëòûí á¿òöèéã çîõèîõîä 
àëü ÷ íèéãìèéí ç¿ãýýñ àñóóæ áîëîõ 
àñóóëò áîë ÿìàð øàëãóóð íü ÷óõàë âý, 
áàñ ÿàãààä ãýñýí àñóóëò þì. Õàðèóëò 
ÿìàð áàéõààñ øàëòãààëàí èíñòèòóöèéí 



e Journal USA         
Öàõèì ñýòã¿¿ë  ÀÍÓ 50

Ïàðèñ õîòûí çàõèðàã÷ Áåðòðàíä Äåëàíîå õîòûí çºâëºëèéí 
ãèø¿¿äýýñ á¿ðäñýí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñàíàëààð ñîíãîãäæýý. 
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Paris Mayor Bertrand Delanoë was elected by an electoral college 
composed of city council members.

remarkable in themselves, but which are 
unique in their combination and effect. 

Major Categories 

Almost all electoral systems worldwide 
can be divided into three major categories: 
plurality/majority systems, proportional 
representation systems, and mixed systems. 

In the 199 countries and territories with 
an identifiable electoral system at the 
end of 2004, 91 used plurality/majority 
systems for legislative elections, 72 used 
proportional representation systems, and 
30 used mixed systems. The systems in six 
other countries fall outside these categories. 

The first-past-the-post, or winner-take-
all, system is the most common type of 

plurality/majority system: It 
was used in 47 of the 91 cases. 
In established democracies, 
proportional representation 
systems are more common, but 
the use of first-past-the-post 
by India and the United States 
means that more people live 
in countries and territories 
that use such a system. 

In choosing a president, 
there is, by definition, one 
winner. The electoral system 
used is bound to be of a 
plurality/majority type. At 

çàãâàðûã áèé áîëãîæ áîëîõ þì. Ãýâ÷ 
ÿìàð ÷ ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåì õèéãýýä 
ò¿¿íèé á¿òöýýñ áèé áîëîõ ¿ð íºëºº íü 
ìàø îëîí îíöëîã øèíæ¿¿äýýñ á¿ðääýã 
òºäèéã¿é òýð á¿ãä õîîðîíäîî õýðõýí 
õàðèëöàí ¿éë÷èëæ áàéãààãààñ õàìààðíà. 

Ñîíãóóëèéí ººð ººð ñèñòåìýýð íýã 
ñàíàë õóðààëòûí ä¿íãýýð ººð ººð ÿëàã÷èéã 
òºð¿¿ëæ áîëíî. ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåì, äàíãààðàà áîë îíöãîé 
ãîéä áèø, òýð áàéòóãàé à÷ õîëáîãäîë 
áàãàòàé ãýìýýð øèíæ¿¿äèéí íýãäýë 
áàéäàã áà òýäãýýð íü ººð õîîðîíäîî íýãäýí 
õîñëîõîîð, ìºí ¿ç¿¿ëæ á¿é ¿ð ä¿íãýýðýý 
óã ñîíãóóëèéã ºâºðìºö áîëãîäîã. 

Òîìîîõîí àíãèëàëóóä 

Äýëõèé äàõèíû áàðàã á¿õ ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåìèéã ãóðâàí òîìîîõîí àíãèëàëä 
õóâààæ áîëîõ þì. Îëîíõèéí áóþó 
ìàæîðèòàð ñèñòåì, õóâü òýíö¿¿ëñýí áóþó 
ïðîïîðöèîíàëü òºëººëëèéí ñèñòåì áîëîí 

õîëèìîã ñèñòåì çýðýã áàéäàã. 
2004 îíû ýöñýýð ñîíãóóëèéí 
àäèëàâòàð ñèñòåìòýé 199 óëñ 
îðíîîñ 91 íü õóóëü òîãòîîõ 
áàéãóóëëàãûí ñîíãóóëüäàà 
îëîíõèéí áóþó ìàæîðèòàð 

ñèñòåìèéã, 72 íü ïðîïîðöèîíàëü 
òºëººëëèéí ñèñòåìèéã, 30 íü õîëèìîã 
ñèñòåìèéã õýðýãëýæýý. Õàðèí ¿ëäñýí 
çóðãààí óëñ îðîíä õýðýãëýñýí ñèñòåì íü 
äýýðõ àíãèëëààñ ãàäóóð õîöîð÷ áàéãàà þì. 

“First-past-the-post” áóþó áóñàä 
ºðñºëäºã÷äººñºº èë¿¿ ñàíàë àâñàí “çºâõºí 
íýã ÿëàã÷èéã ñîíãîõ” ñèñòåì, ìºí “winner 
takes all” áóþó “ÿëàã÷ á¿ãäèéã àâíà” 
ñèñòåì íü ìàæîðèòàð ñèñòåìèéí íèéòëýã 
øèíæ áºãººä ¿¿íèéã 91 òîõèîëäëûí 47-ä 
íü õýðýãëýñýí áàéíà. Àðä÷èëàë òîãòñîí 
îðíóóäàä ïðîïîðöèîíàëü òºëººëëèéí 
ñèñòåì õàìãèéí èõ íèéòëýã áàéäàã áîëîâ÷ 
Ýíýòõýã, ÀÍÓ-ä “çºâõºí íýã ÿëàã÷èéã 
ñîíãîõ” ñèñòåìèéã àøèãëàäãèéí ó÷èð íü 
ýíý ñèñòåìèéã õýðýãëýäýã óëñ, îðíóóäàä 
õ¿í àì îëíîîð ñóóðüøäàã ÿâäàë þì. 

Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîíî ãýäýã íü 
òîäîðõîéëîëòîîðîî íýã ÿëàã÷ ãàð÷ èðíý 
ãýñýí ¿ã. Îäîî àøèãëàæ áóé ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåì íü îëîíõèéí áóþó ìàæîðèòàð 
ñèñòåì õýëáýðòýé áàéõ ó÷èðòàé. 2004 
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îíû ñ¿¿ëýýð 102 óëñ îðîí, ãàçàð íóòàãò 
åðºíõèéëºã÷ºº ñîíãîñîí áàéíà. Ýíý òîîíä 
äàðààõ õî¸ð ñèñòåìèéí àëü íýãèéã íü 
ñîíãîñîí óëñ îðíóóä áàãòàæ áàéãàà þì. 
Íýã õýñýã íü, åðºíõèéëºã÷ òºðèéí áîëîí 
ã¿éöýòãýõ çàñàãëàëûí òýðã¿¿íèé àëü 
àëèíààð íü õàòóó òîãòîîñîí õóãàöààíä 
àæèëëàõ áà õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãààñ 
á¿ðýí ýðõèéí õóâüä õàðààò áóñ áàéäàã 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñèñòåìòýé, íºãºº íü 
òºðèéí òýðã¿¿í áîëîõ åðºíõèéëºã÷ íü 
öººí õýäýí áèå äààñàí ýðõ ýäëýäýã áóþó 
îíöëîõ ýðõã¿é, öýâýð áèëýã òýìäýã á¿õèé 
áàéäàã áºãººä ã¿éöýòãýõ çàñãèéí ãàçàð 
íü õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãààñàà á¿ðýí 
ýðõèéí õóâüä õàìààðàëòàé àæèëëàäàã 
åðºíõèé ñàéäààð òýðã¿¿ë¿¿ëñýí 
ïàðëàìåíòûí ñèñòåìòýé óëñ îðíóóä þì.   

Ýäãýýð 102 óëñ îðíîîñ 78 íü õî¸ð 
øàòëàëò ñèñòåìèéí çàðèì õýëáýðèéã 
õýðýãëýñýí áàéíà. Õàðèí òýäãýýð 78 
îðíîîñ 22 íü “çºâõºí íýã ÿëàã÷èéã 
ñîíãîõ” ñèñòåìèéã àøèãëàæýý. Íýã óëñ 
îðîíä ñîíãîã÷èä ººðñäèéí èë¿¿ä ¿çýæ 
áóé íýð äýâøèã÷ýýñ ýõëýí äóãààðëàñàí 
õóâèëáàðò ñàíàëûã õýðýãëýæýý, ìºí 
íºãºº íýãä íü íýìýëò ñàíàëûí õóóäñààð 
ñîíãîã÷èä ººðñäèéí ñîíãîëòûí íýã, 
õî¸ðäàõü õóâèëáàðóóäûã õàðóóëñàí 
áàéíà. “Çºâõºí íýã ÿëàã÷èéã ñîíãîõ” 

ñèñòåì íü îëîíä òàíèë áîëñîí, õ¿ëýýí 
çºâøººðºãäñºí çàãâàð áîëîâ÷ òýð á¿ð 
íèéòëýã õýðýãëýãäýýä áàéäàãã¿é. 

102 îðíû 101-ä íü õýðýãëýãääýã 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåìýýð 
á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèéí ñàíàë 
õóðààëòààð ÿëàã÷èéã òîäðóóëäàã. Õàðèí 
ÀÍÓ-ûí õóâüä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéã 
õýðýãëýäãýýðýý ºâºðìºö þì. Ìóæ óëñ á¿ðä 
áîëîí Êîëóìáèéí ä¿¿ðýãò õ¿ì¿¿ñèéí 
ºãñºí ñàíàëûã òóñ òóñàä íü òîîëæ, ìóæ 
òóñ á¿ðèéí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
ñîíãîã÷äûã ñîíãîäîã. Äàðàà íü òýäãýýð 
ñîíãîã÷èä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîäîã. 
Ýíý ñèñòåìèéí ãîë ÿëãàà íü óëñ îðîí 
äàÿàð ñàíàëûí èõýíõèéã àâñàí íýð 
äýâøèã÷ åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð ñîíãîãäîõã¿é 
áàéõ áîëîìæòîé áàéäàãò îðøäîã. 
Èéì ÿâäàë ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
55 ñîíãóóëèéí ãóðâàí (1876, 1888, 
2000) òîõèîëäîëä áîëæ áàéæýý. 

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãè

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèîð äàìæóóëæ 
ñîíãîõ ñèñòåìèéã çàðèìäàà îðîí íóòãèéí 
ñîíãóóëèóäàä áàñ õýðýãëýäýã. Ïàðèñ õîòûí 
20 ä¿¿ðýã òóñ á¿ðäýý õîòûí çºâëºëèéí 
ãèø¿¿äýý õî¸ð øàòíû ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåìèéã àøèãëàí ñîíãîäîã. Ýíý 

the end of 2004, there were 102 countries 
and territories in which the people voted 
to choose a president. This total includes 
countries with one of two types of systems: 
a presidential system, in which the president 
serves both as head of state and head of 
executive government, serves for a fixed 
term, and is not dependent on the confidence 
of the legislature to stay in office; and a 
parliamentary system, in which the president 
is head of state with few or no substantive 
powers, and executive government is 
headed by a prime minister who depends 
on the confidence of the legislature. 

Of these 102 countries, 78 used some 
form of tworound system. And of those 
78 countries, 22 used a firstpast- the-post 
system; one used the alternative vote, in 
which voters number their preferences; 
and one used the supplementary vote, 
in which voters show their first and 
second choices. The first-past-the-post 
system is a known and accepted model, 
although not the most commonly used. 

The systems used in 101 of the 102 
countries that select a president involved 
the overall totaling of the votes for each 
candidate/ticket across the entire country. 
The United States is, however, unique in 
also using an electoral college. Votes cast 
by the people in each of the states and the 
District of Columbia are counted separately 
to choose electors for each, and the 
president is then chosen by these electors. 
The practical difference brought about by 
this system is that it creates the possibility 
that the candidate who wins the most votes 
across the whole country will not be elected 
president. This has happened, in practice, on 
three occasions out of 55 U.S. presidential 
elections (1876, 1888, and 2000). 

Electoral Colleges 

Electoral college systems are also 
sometimes used for elections at the 
local level. In Paris, each of the 20 
arrondissements (city districts) elects 
members of the city council using a two-
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round electoral system that tends to give 
the biggest proportion of seats to the 
leading political party or that party’s 
list of candidates, but that system often 
also enables representation of a second 
party or list. The list is likely to feature 
the name of the mayoral candidate 
prominently: The list of the current mayor 
campaigned in the 2008 elections under 
the official description “Paris, a time 
of advance with Bertrand Delanoë.” 

After the results are declared, the newly 
elected Paris city council members convene 
and vote to elect the mayor. An absolute 
majority is required for the mayor to be 
elected in the first or the second round of 
voting. If the voting goes to a third round, 
the mayor is elected by firstpast- the-post 
and may therefore have only a plurality. 

The city council members thus form an 
electoral college. The important feature of 
this electoral college, however, is that the 
city council members also form the city 
legislature through the mayor’s period 
of office. The election of the mayor by 
the legislators serves to maximize the 
possibility that the mayor will have the 
support of a working majority of the city 
legislature during the term of office. In 
contrast, the members of the Electoral 
College for the U.S. presidency have no other 
function, and there is no link built into the 
electoral system between the presidency 
and the membership of the Congress. 

ñèñòåìýýð õàìãèéí èõ ñóóäëûã óëñ òºðèéí 
òýðã¿¿ëýã÷ íàì áóþó òóõàéí íàìûí íýð 
äýâøèã÷äýä æàãñààëòààð íü ºãäºã. Ãýõäýý 
ýíý ñèñòåì íü áàñ õî¸ðäîã÷ íàì ººðèéí 
ãýñýí òºëººëºëòýé áàéõ áîëîìæèéã îëãîäîã 
áàéíà. Åðºíõèéäºº ýíý íýð äýâøèã÷äèéí 
æàãñààëò íü õîòûí çàõèðàã÷èä íýð 
äýâøèã÷èéí íýðèéã èë¿¿ îíöãîéëæ 
äºâèéëãºõ õàíäëàãàòàé áàéäàã. 2008 îíû 
ñîíãóóëüä îäîîãèéí õîòûí çàõèðàã÷èéí 
êàìïàíèò àæèë “Ïàðèñ÷óóäàà, Áåðòðàíä 
Äåëàíîåòàé õàìò óðàãøëàõ öàã èðëýý!” 
ãýñýí àëáàí ¸ñíû òàéëáàðòàé áàéñàí. 

Ñîíãóóëèéí ¿ð ä¿íã çàðëàñíû äàðàà 
øèíýõýí ñîíãîãäñîí Ïàðèñ õîòûí 
çºâëºëèéí ãèø¿¿ä õóðàëäàæ, õîòûí 
çàõèðàã÷àà ñîíãîõîîð ñàíàëàà ºãöãººäºã. 
Õîòûí çàõèðàã÷ààð ñîíãîãäîõûí òóëä 
ñàíàë õóðààëòûí ýõíèé áîëîí õî¸ð äàõü 
øàòàíä ¿íýìëýõ¿é îëîíõèéí ñàíàë àâàõ 
øààðäëàãàòàé. Õýðýâ ñàíàë õóðààëò 
ãóðàâ äàõü øàòàíä ÿâàãäàõ áîë õîòûí 
çàõèðàã÷èéã “çºâõºí íýã ÿëàã÷èéã 
ñîíãîõ” ñèñòåìýýð ñîíãîäîã áºãººä 
òèéìýýñ ñàíàëûí  îëîíõèéã àâäàã. 

Èéíõ¿¿ õîòûí çºâëºëèéí ãèø¿¿ä 
ñîíãîã÷äûí êîëëåãèéã á¿ðä¿¿ëäýã. Ýíýõ¿¿ 
ñîíãîã÷äûí êîëëåãèéí íýã îíöëîã áîë 
õîòûí çºâëºëèéí ãèø¿¿ä íü çàõèðàã÷èéí 
á¿ðýí ýðõèéí õóãàöààíä õîòûí õóóëü 
òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãûã áàñ á¿ðä¿¿ëäýã 
ÿâäàë þì. Õóóëü òîãòîîã÷äîîð ñîíãîãääîã 
õîòûí çàõèðàã÷èéí ñîíãóóëü íü çàõèðàã÷ 
ººðèéí á¿ðýí ýðõèéí õóãàöààíäàà õîòûí 
õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãûí îëîíõèéí 
äýìæëýãèéã àâàõ áîëîìæèéã ºñãºõèéí òóëä 
¿éë÷èëäýã. Õàðèí ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
ñîíãîõ Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ãèø¿¿äýä 
ÿëãààòàé íü èéì ¿¿ðýã áàéõã¿é áºãººä 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí á¿ðýí ýðõ áîëîí 
Êîíãðåññèéí ãèø¿¿íèé á¿ðýí ýðõèéí 
õîîðîíäîõ ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåìä ÿìàð 
íýã õîëáîî õàðèëöàà áàéäàãã¿é.
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In discussing electoral colleges, some 
writers include countries such as Estonia, 
India, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago, 
where the president — usually a head of 
state in a parliamentary system — is elected 
by the members of both houses of a two-
chamber legislature, or by a combination of 
representatives elected at the national and 
local levels. In these countries, the voters 
for the legislature choose their legislators, 
and the candidates for president do not 
appear on the ballot in either general or 

municipal elections. These systems are 
perhaps best described as indirect electoral 
systems rather than as electoral colleges.  

The opinions expressed in this article do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. 
government. 

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí òàëààð çàðèì 
ñóäëàà÷èä áè÷èõäýý Ýñòîíè, Ýíýòõýã, 
Ñóðèíàì áîëîí Òðèíèäàä Òîáàãî çýðýã 
óëñóóäûí æèøãèéã áàãòààæ áè÷äýã. 
Ýäãýýð óëñàä åðºíõèéëºã÷ íü ïàðëàìåíòûí 
ñèñòåìäýý òºðèéí òýðã¿¿í íü áàéõ áà õî¸ð 
òàíõèìòàé õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãûí 
ãèø¿¿äýýñ þì óó, ýñâýë ¿íäýñíèé áîëîí 
îðîí íóòãèéí ò¿âøèíä ñîíãîãäñîí 
òºëººëºã÷äèéí á¿ëãýýñ ñîíãîãääîã àæýý. 
Ìºí ýíý óëñóóäàä ñîíãîã÷èä õóóëü òîãòîîõ 
áàéãóóëëàãûíõàà õóóëü òîãòîîã÷äûã 
ñîíãîäîã áºãººä åðºíõèéëºã÷èä íýð 
äýâøèã÷èä íü á¿õ íèéòèéí áîëîí 
îðîí íóòãèéí ñîíãóóëèóäûí ñàíàë 

õóðààëòûí àëü àëèíààð íü ÿëæ ãàðäàãã¿é 
áàéíà. Ýíý ñèñòåì íü Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìèéã áîäâîë øóóä 
áóñ ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåìèéã èë¿¿ ñàéí 
ä¿ðñýëñýí ñèñòåì ÷ áàéæ áîëîõ þì. 

Ýíýõ¿¿ íèéòëýëä äýâø¿¿ëñýí ¿çýë áîäîë íü 
ÀÍÓ-ûí çàñãèéí ãàçðûí áàéð ñóóðü, áîäëîãî 
÷èãëýëèéã çààâàë èëýðõèéëæ áàéõ àëáàã¿é. 
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The U.S. system for electing the president 
remains mysterious to the French, but some 
elements of the two countries’ political 
systems actually seem to be converging. 

André Kaspi is professor of North 
American history at University 
Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne. This 
article was translated into English 
from the original French. 

C
an the French understand how the 
U.S. Electoral College system works? 
Nothing is less certain! Both in France, 

since 1962, and in the United States, the 
people elect the president of the republic, 

and both democracies do it by universal 
suffrage. The French, however, prefer 
a direct election, in fact, a two-round 
election process in which any citizen could 
become a candidate provided he or she 
collects 1,000 signatures endorsing his or 
her candidacy. The first round allows a 
candidate to position himself in the race; 
only the two candidates with the most 
votes can take part in the second round, 
which takes place two weeks later. 

This means that, when all is said and 
done, the winner would enjoy an absolute 
majority of the electorate’s votes. The 
French believe that their system is quite 
simple; it is open enough not to discount 

The Electoral College: 
A French View 

André Kaspi 

ÑÎÍÃÎÃ×ÄÛÍ ÊÎËËÅÃÈÉÍ ÒÀËÀÀÐÕ 

ÔÐÀÍÖ×ÓÓÄÛÍ ¯ÇÝË ÁÎÄÎË
Àíäðå Êàñïè

ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷ºº ñîíãîäîã 
ñèñòåì íü ôðàíö÷óóäàä åð áóñûí ìýò 
ñàíàãääàã áîëîâ÷ õî¸ð óëñûí óëñ òºðèéí 
ñèñòåìèéí çàðèì íýã ýëåìåíò¿¿ä 
àäèë òºñòýé ìýò õàðàãääàã. 

Àíäðå Êàñïè íü Ïàðèñûí I 
Ïàíòåîí-Ñîðáîííûí èõ ñóðãóóëèéí 
Õîéä Àìåðèêèéí ò¿¿õèéí ïðîôåññîð 
þì. Ýíýõ¿¿ íèéòëýë íü ôðàíö ýõýýñ 
àíãëè õýëýíä îð÷óóëàãäñàí áîëíî. 

Ô
ðàíö÷óóä ÀÍÓ-ûí Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåì õýðõýí 
õýðýãæäýãèéã îéëãîäîã óó? 

Ýíý òèéì ÷ òîäîðõîé áèø ýý.
1962 îíîîñ ýõëýýä Ôðàíö, ÀÍÓ-ûí 

õî¸óëàíä íü á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð 
óëñûíõàà åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîæ 
ýõýëñýí áèëýý. Ãýâ÷ ôðàíö÷óóä øóóä 
ñîíãóóëèéí àðãûã èë¿¿ä ¿çýæ, õî¸ð 

¿å øàòòàé ñîíãóóëüä èðãýí õ¿í á¿ð 
äýìæèã÷ 1000 õ¿íèé ãàðûí ¿ñýã 
öóãëóóëààä íýðýý äýâø¿¿ëæ áîëîõ þì. 
Íýð äýâøèã÷ ñîíãóóëèéí ñóíãààíû 
ýõíèé øàòàíä îðîëöîõ ýðõòýé áîëäîã 
áîë õî¸ð äîëîî õîíîãèéí äàðàà áîëîõ 
õî¸ðäàõü øàòàíä çºâõºí õàìãèéí îëîí 
ñàíàë àâñàí õî¸ð íýð äýâøèã÷ ¿ëääýã.

Èíãýýä ñîíãóóëèéí ýöñèéí ä¿íãýýð 
ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûí ¿íýìëýõ¿é îëîíõèéã 
àâñàí íýð äýâøèã÷ ÿëàã÷ áîëäîã ãýñýí 
¿ã þì. Ôðàíö÷óóä ººðèéí ñèñòåìèéã 
õàìãèéí ýíãèéí ñèñòåì ãýæ èòãýäýã. Ýíý 
íü õýíèéã ÷ äîðä ¿çýõã¿éãýýð íýýëòòýé 
ñîíãóóëü áîëæ, óëñ òºðèéí àìüäðàëä 
áàéð ñóóðèà ñàéòàð áýõæ¿¿ëñýí íýð 
äýâøèã÷äèéã ë ºðñºëä¿¿ëäýã ñèñòåì þì.

Õàðèí àìåðèê÷óóä ñîíãóóëèà ººðººð 
ÿâóóëàã. 50 ìóæ óëñ á¿ð áîëîí Êîëóìáèéí 
ä¿¿ðýã òóñ òóñûí ñîíãóóëèéã ÿâóóëäàã áà 
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Ôðàíöûí Ñîöèàëèñò íàìûí íýð äýâøèã÷èä (ç¿¿í ãàð òàëààñ) 
Äîìèíèê Ñòðàóñ-Êàí, Ëîðàíò Ôàáèóñ, Ñåêîëåíü Ðîÿë íàð àíõàí 
øàòíû ñîíãóóëèéí ìýòãýëöýýíä îðîëöîæ áàéãàà íü. 
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French Socialist Party candidates (from left) Dominique Strauss-Kahn, 
Laurent Fabius, and Segolène Royal participate in a primary election 
debate.

anyone, but constrained enough to allow 
only serious candidates, who are well 
established in political life, to run for office. 

The Americans do things differently. 
Each of the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia holds its own election even if, at 
the end of the day, they all end up applying 
essentially identical rules and procedures. 
Every state chooses by popular vote a list 
of electors, each of whom represents one 
candidate. The number of names on the 
list corresponds to the state’s total number 
of U.S. senators (always two) and U.S. 

representatives, whose number depends on 
the size of the state’s population. The list 
pledged to a candidate who wins a simple 
or absolute majority of votes takes all of 
the state’s Electoral College seats (winner 
takes all) in all but two of the U.S. states. 

The presidential election, a quadrennial 
event, takes place on the Tuesday 
following the first Monday in November. 
In December, the Electoral College, made 
up of the elected state electors, selects 
by absolute majority the president and 
vice president of the United States. 

This two-step election process takes 
into consideration both 
American demographics and 
political equality among 
the states of the Union, a 
positively surprising fact 
to the French. Federal, 
Not Centralized 

We forget that the 
United States is not a 
centralized republic like 

ýöñèéí ä¿íäýý ýäãýýð íü áàðàã á¿ãä èæèë 
òºñòýé ä¿ðýì æóðìààð õèéãääýã. Ìóæ 
óëñ á¿ð á¿õ èðãýäèéí ñàíàë õóðààëòààð 
åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí ñîíãóóëüä íýð äýâøñýí 
õ¿í òóñ á¿ðèéã äýìæèõ ñîíãîã÷äûã òóñ 
á¿ð íü Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèä ñîíãîäîã 
þì. Ýäãýýð ñîíãîã÷äûí òîî íü òóõàéí 
ìóæ óëñûã òºëººëºõ ñåíàò÷ (äàíäàà õî¸ð 
áàéäàã)-ûí òîî áîëîí òóõàéí ìóæ óëñûí 
õ¿í àìûí òîîíîîñ õàìààð÷ Òºëººëºã÷äèéí 
òàíõèì äàõü òºëººëºã÷äèéíõ íü òîîíû 
íèéëáýðòýé òýíö¿¿ áàéõ ¸ñòîé. Á¿õ 
íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð ñàíàëûí òîîãîîð 
äàâàìãàéëñàí áóþó ¿íýìëýõ¿é ÿëàëò 
áàéãóóëñàí íýð äýâøèã÷ íü ÀÍÓ-ûí 
õî¸ðîîñ áóñàä ìóæ óëñóóäûí Ñîíãîã÷äûí 

Êîëëåãè äýõ ñîíãîã÷äûí 
á¿õ ñàíàëûã àâäàã áà 
¿¿íèéã “ÿëàã÷ á¿õíèéã 
àâíà” ãýæ íýðëýäýã.  

Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëü íü äºðâºí 
æèëä íýã óäàà àðâàí 
íýãä¿ãýýð ñàðûí ýõíèé 
Ìÿãìàð ãàðàãò áîëäîã. 12 
äóãààð ñàðä ìóæ óëñààñ 
ñîíãîãäñîí ñîíãîã÷äîîñ 
á¿ðäñýí Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãè íü ÀÍÓ-

ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷, äýä åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã 
¿íýìëýõ¿é îëîíõèéí ñàíàëààð ñîíãîäîã.

Ýíýõ¿¿ õî¸ð ¿å øàò á¿õèé ñîíãóóëèéí 
¿éë ÿâö íü Õîëáîîíû ìóæ óëñóóäûí 
õ¿í àì ç¿éí áîëîí óëñ òºðèéí ýðõ 
òýãø áàéäëûã àíõààðàëäàà àâ÷ ¿çäýã 
áºãººä ýíý ñàíààã ôðàíö÷óóä äýìæèõ, 
ãàéõàõûí õàìòààð õ¿ëýýí àâäàã. 

Õîëáîîíû, ãýõäýý òºâëºðñºí áóñ 

Àìåðèêèéí Íýãäñýí Óëñ íü Ôðàíö øèã 
òºâëºðñºí á¿ãä íàéðàìäàõ óëñ áèø ãýäãèéã 
áèä ìàðòñàí áàéíà. ÀÍÓ-ûí õîëáîîã 
á¿ðä¿¿ëæ áóé ìóæ óëñóóä íü ººð ººðèéí 
ò¿¿õ, ¿íäñýí õóóëü, íèéãìèéí àìüäðàëòàé. 
Òýä ìºí ººðñäèéí òóñãààð áàéäëûí íºëººã ÷ 
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very surprised by this, if not indignant. 
Most Americans, however, do not seem 

to want to change their election system 
to look more like France’s, though from 
time to time reform ideas surface. Some 
political scientists call for a system more 
like France’s, though not many of their 
compatriots are convinced, since each state 
wants to maintain its political influence. 
Within each state, ethnic, racial, and 
religious minorities are eager to have a 
say in election results and would lose the 
ability to do so if their voices were lost 
in a single national electorate system. 

Moreover, the United States and France 
define citizenship differently. American 
democracy is multicultural; voting by 
cultural bloc occupies an important 
position in American political life and 
can only enjoy influence in the context of 
individual states. Therefore, even if the 
system was invented in the 18th century 
and some still dream of amending the 
federal Constitution, the survival of the 

ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîã÷èä, òóõàéëáàë 
2004 îíû Îõàéî ìóæ óëñûí ýäãýýð ñîíãîã÷èä 
òèéì ÷ õóðäàí àëãà áîëîõ ÿíçã¿é.  

Ãýâ÷ ºäðººñ ºäºðò øèíý÷ëýëèéí ¿çýë 
ñàíàà öóõàëçàæ áàéãàà ÷ ãýñýí èõýíõè 
àìåðèê÷óóä ººðñäèéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåìèéã Ôðàíöûíõ øèã áîëãîæ 
ººð÷ëºõèéã õ¿ñýõã¿é áàéõ øèã áàéíà. 
Óëñ òºðèéí çàðèì ýðäýìòýä Ôðàíöûí 
ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåìòýé àäèë ñèñòåìòýé 
áîëîõûã óðèàëäàã ÷, íýãýíò ÀÍÓ-ûí 
ìóæ óëñ á¿ð ººð ººðñäèéí óëñ òºðèéí 
íºëººãºº õàäãàëæ ¿ëäýõèéã õ¿ñýæ áàéãàà 
öàãò òýäíèé ñàíààã äýìæèõ õ¿í ýëýã 
íýãòíèéõýí äîòîð îëîí áèø þì. Ìóæ óëñ 
á¿ðò ¿íäýñòýí ÿñòàí, àðüñíû ºíãº áîëîí 
øàøíû öººíõ áîëñîí èðãýä ñîíãóóëèéí 
¿ð ä¿íãýýð äàìæóóëàí ººðñäèéí ¿çýë 
áîäëûã èëýðõèéëýõèéã ìàø èõýýð õ¿ñäýã. 
Õàðèí ¿íäýñíèé íýã ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåì 
íýâòð¿¿ëâýë òýä äóó õîîëîéãîî ñîíñãîæ 
÷àäàõã¿é áîëæ ýíý áîëîìæîî àëäàõ þì.

¯¿ãýýð ÷ ¿ë áàðàì, ÀÍÓ áîëîí Ôðàíö 
õî¸ð èðãýíøëýý ººð ººðººð òîäîðõîéëäîã. 
Àìåðèêèéí àðä÷èëàë áîë îëîí ñî¸ëûí 
àðä÷èëàë. Ñî¸ëûí á¿ëãýýðýý ñàíàë ºãºõ 
íü àìåðèêèéí óëñ òºðèéí àìüäðàëä 
÷óõàë áàéð ñóóðèéã ýçýëäýã, ãýõäýý 
çºâõºí òóõàéí ìóæ óëñûíõàà õ¿ðýýíä ë 
íºëººëëºº ýäýëæ ÷àääàã. Õýäèéãýýð ýíýõ¿¿ 
ñèñòåìèéã àëü XVIII çóóíä çîõèîí ãàðãàñàí 
áà íýëýýäã¿é õ¿ì¿¿ñ õîëáîîíû ¯íäñýí 
õóóëèíä ººð÷ëºëò îðóóëàõûã õ¿ñäýã áîëîâ÷ 
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U.S. presidential electors, such as these in Ohio in 
2004, are unlikely to disappear soon.

France. States that make up the Union have 
their own history and own constitutional 
and social life. They also insist on 
maintaining their separate influence. 
Some are small or sparsely populated; 
others have very large populations. 

The states are equal in some sense, but 
clearly — for demographic and economic 
reasons — some are more equal than others. 
This is what accounts for the complexity 
of the American system. This also explains 
the anomaly that a candidate could win 
more popular votes, but fewer electoral 
votes, than his rival. In 2000, George W. 
Bush was elected president, although Al 
Gore won some 500,000 more popular votes 
than Bush did. In France, people were 

õàäãàëæ áàéõûã øààðääàã. Çàðèì ìóæ óëñ 
íü æèæèã, õ¿í àì ñèéðýã ñóóðüøñàí áàéõàä 
áóñàä íü ìàø îëîí õ¿í àìòàé áàéäàã.

Ìóæ óëñóóä íü åðºíõèéäºº ýðõ òýãø 
áàéäàã, ãýõäýý õ¿í àì ç¿éí áîëîí ýäèéí 
çàñãèéí ¿ç¿¿ëýëòýýðýý íýã õýñýã óëñ 
ìóæ íü áóñäààñàà èë¿¿ ººð õîîðîíäîî 
èæèë òýãø áàéäàã. ×óõàìõ¿¿ ýíý íü 
àìåðèêèéí ñèñòåìèéí íàðèéí òºâºãòýé 
áàéäëûã òàéëáàðëàæ áàéäàã þì. Ìºí 
ºðñºëäºã÷ººñºº á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð 
öººí ñàíàë àâñàí íýð äýâøèã÷ Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñîíãîã÷äîîñ èë¿¿ ñàíàëûã 
àâ÷ ÿëæ áîëäîã ¿ë îéëãîãäîõ ñèñòåì þì. 
2000 îíä Àë Ãîð á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð 
Áóøààñ 500,000 ñàíàëààð èë¿¿ áàéñàí 
áîëîâ÷ åðºíõèéëºã÷ººð Æîðæ Áóø 
ñîíãîãäñîí áèëýý. Ôðàíö÷óóä ¿¿íä 
äóðã¿éöýýã¿é þì àà ãýõýä ìàø èõ ãàéõñàí. 
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Electoral College is not in jeopardy. This 
particular institution has its own history 
to rely on and is not without a future. 

Narrowing Some Gaps 

Nevertheless, American primary elections 
are looking more and more like the first 
election round in France, as Democrats and 
Republicans vote to eliminate candidates 
who will not be able to go the distance. By 
the American Labor Day in September, only 
two major party candidates remain, and any 
other candidates are left with a negligible 
role, except if they are in a position to affect 
the outcome in narrowly divided states. 

The French are hesitantly starting to hold 
primaries. And although these are not yet 
systematically organized, they help, one way 
or another, to sort out the candidates of each 
political party. In 2006, for example, the 
Socialist Party fielded three candidates, and 
party activists chose one of them, Segolène 
Royal, to represent them. Similarly, 
and although the Union for a Popular 

Movement (UPM) chose another route, party 
members had to select one of two main 
candidates. It is not that farfetched to see 
that same process expanded, adopted, and 
replayed in future presidential elections. 

The method of choosing a president, 
whether in France or the United 
States, reflects that country’s deepest 
cultural foundations. Nothing would 
be more artificial, and therefore 
regrettable, than to impose on one 
country what works well in another. 

The opinions expressed in this article do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. 
government. 

Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìèéí îðøèí 
òîãòíîëä îäîîãîîð àþóë ó÷ðààã¿é áàéíà. 
Ýíýõ¿¿ ºâºðìºö èíñòèòóöè íü ººðèéí 
ãýñýí ò¿øèæ òóëàõ ò¿¿õòýé òºäèéã¿é 
èðýýä¿éã¿é ãýæ áàñ õýëæ áîëîõã¿é þì. 

Çàðèì õîîñîí îðîí çàéã áàãàñãàõ íü

Þóòàé ÷ ãýñýí àìåðèêèéí àíõàí 
øàòíû ñîíãóóëü íü Àðä÷èëñàí áîëîí Á¿ãä 
íàéðàìäàõ õî¸ð íàìûí ÿâöã¿é áîëñîí íýð 
äýâøèã÷äèéã ñóíãààíààñ õàñäàã áàéäëààðàà 
Ôðàíöûí ñîíãóóëèéí ýõíèé øàòòàé èë¿¿ 
àäèëõàí õàðàãäàæ áàéãàà þì. Åñä¿ãýýð 
ñàðä áîëäîã Àìåðèêèéí Õºäºëìºðèéí 
ºäðººð çºâõºí õî¸ð òîì íàìûí íýð 
äýâøèã÷èä ë ¿ëääýã. Áóñàä íýð äýâøèã÷èä 
íü ñàíàë õóâààãäààä áàéãàà ìóæ óëñóóäûí 
ñîíãóóëèéí ¿ð ä¿íä íºëººëºõººð ë áèø 
áàéâàë òýä ñîíãóóëèéí ãàäíà ¿ëääýã. 

Ôðàíö÷óóä àíõàí øàòíû ñîíãóóëüä 
íýëýýä ýðãýëçñýí áàéäàëòàé îðîëöäîã. 
Ãýõäýý ýíý ñîíãóóëü íü òýð á¿ð 
ñèñòåìòýéãýýð çîõèîí áàéãóóëàãäñàí 
áàéäàãã¿é ÷ ÿìàðòàà óëñ òºðèéí íàì 
á¿ðèéí õóâüä ãîë íýð äýâøèã÷èéã 
òîäðóóëàõàä òóñòàé áàéäàã. 2006 îíä 
æèøýý íü, Ñîöèàëèñò íàìûí ãóðâàí 
íýð äýâøèã÷äýýñ íàìûí èäýâõòí¿¿ä íü 
òýäíèé íýã áóþó Ñåãîëåí Ðîÿëûã ººðñäèéí 

òºëººëºë áîëãîæ ñîíãîñîí. ¯¿íòýé àäèë, 
Îëîí Íèéòèéí Õºäºëãººíèé Õîëáîî íàì 
õýäèéãýýð (Union for a Popular Movement) 
ººð àðãà çàìûã ñîíãîñîí áîëîâ÷ íàìûí 
ãèø¿¿ä õî¸ð ãîë íýð äýâøèã÷äýýñ íýãèéã 
íü ë ñîíãîõ ¸ñòîé áàéëàà. Òýãâýë ýíý 
çàð÷ìûã öààø öààøäûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èéí 
ñîíãóóëüä áàÿæóóëàí õýðýãëýæ, ¿¿íèéã 
íýã áóñ óäàà äàâòñàí ãýäãèéã îëæ 
õàðàõàä òèéì ÷ ãàéõàõ ç¿éë áèø þì. 

Åðºíõèéëºã÷èéã ñîíãîõ àðãà Ôðàíöàä 
÷, ÀÍÓ-ä ÷ àäèëõàí òóõàéí óëñ îðíû 
ñî¸ëûí ã¿í ã¿íçãèé ¿íäýñ ñóóðèéã 
èëýðõèéëæ áàéäàã. Íýã óëñ îðîíä áîëæ 
á¿òýæ áóé ç¿éëèéã íºãººä íü òóëãàõ 
øèã õàðàìñàëòàé ç¿éë áàéõã¿é áèëýý.

Ýíýõ¿¿ íèéòëýëä äýâø¿¿ëñýí ¿çýë áîäîë íü 
ÀÍÓ-ûí çàñãèéí ãàçðûí áàéð ñóóðü, áîäëîãî 
÷èãëýëèéã çààâàë èëýðõèéëæ áàéõ àëáàã¿é. 
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Across the Atlantic, Some 
Surprising Similarities 

Philip John Davies
The U.S. and British election systems are 
quite different, but they sometimes produce 
oddly similar outcomes. Philip John Davies is 
professor of American studies at De Montfort 
University, Leicester, and director of the 
Eccles Centre for American Studies at the 
British Library, London, United Kingdom. 

Transatlantic classrooms provide special 
opportunities to learn. British students are 
sometimes a little startled to hear that 
legislators in the United States often run 
in election campaigns where the personal 
agendas of the candidates overshadow 
centralized party political messages. 

T
heir eyebrows raise when presented 
with evidence that presidents, 
even of the same political party, 

may have a good deal of negotiating to 
do and compromises to make with the 
legislature in order to have any success 
in turning the platform presented to 
the electorate into working policies.

 And they sometimes purse their lips 
at the arcane structure of the Electoral 
College and its recently evidenced ability to 
leave the candidate with the most popular 
votes nationwide as the runner-up. 

ÀÒËÀÍÒÛÍ ÄÀËÀÉÍ ×ÀÍÀÄ ÄÀÕÜ 

ÃÀÉÕÀË ÒªÐ¯¯ËÝÌ ÈÆÈË ÒªÑÒÝÉ Ç¯ÉËÑ
Ôèëèï Æîí Äýâèñ

ÀÍÓ-ûí áîëîí Áðèòàíèéí ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåì¿¿ä ººð õîîðîíäîî íýëýýä 
ÿëãààòàé ÷ èæèë òºñòýé ¿ð ä¿íä 
õ¿ðýõ òîõèîëäîë áàñ áàéäàã. 

Ôèëèï Æîí Äåâèñ íü Ëåéêåñòåð 
äýõü Äå Ìîíòôîðò èõ ñóðãóóëèéí 
Àìåðèê ñóäëàëûí ïðîôåññîð áºãººä Èõ 
Áðèòàíèé Íýãäñýí âàíò óëñûí Ëîíäîí 
äàõü Àíãëèéí Íîìûí ñàíãèéí Àìåðèê 
ñóäëàëûí Åêëåññèéí Òºâèéí çàõèðàë þì. 

À
òëàíòûí äàëàéí íºãºº ýðýãò 
áàéõ õè÷ýýëèéí òàíõèìóóäàä 
îþóòíóóäàä øèíèéã ñóðàõ îíöãîé 

áîëîìæ îëãîäîã. ÀÍÓ-ä õóóëü òîãòîîã÷èä 
ñîíãóóëèéí êàìïàíèä ºðñºëäºõ ¿åýð õóâèéí 
ìºðèéí õºòºëáºðºº íàìûíõàà òºâëºðñºí 
óëñ òºðèéí áîäëîãîîñ äýýã¿¿ð òàâüæ, à÷ 
õîëáîãäëûã íü áóóðóóëäàã ãýæ ñîíññîí 
Áðèòàíèéí îþóòíóóä áàãàã¿é ãàéõøèðäàã. 

ÀÍÓ-ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷èä, íýã íàìûí 
ãèø¿¿ä áàéñàí ÷, ººðñäèéí ñîíãîã÷ îëîíä 
äýâø¿¿ëñýí ìºðèéí õºòºëáºðºº àæèë 
õýðýã áîëãîõûí òºëºº õóóëü òîãòîîõ 
áàéãóóëëàãàòàé çºâøèëöºæ, õàðèëöàí 
áóóëò õèéõ ãýæ íýëýýäã¿é òîì äàâàà 
äàâàõ øààðäëàãàòàé áîëäãèéã ñîíñîîä 
òýä áàñ ãàéõøðàí õºìñãºº ºðãºöãººíº. 

Ò¿¿í÷ëýí òýä Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
åð áóñûí á¿òýö, ìºí òýäíèé á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëèàð õàìãèéí èõ ñàíàë àâñàí 
íýð äýâøèã÷èéã õî¸ðäóãààð áàéðàíä 
îðóóëäàã ñàÿõàí àìüäðàë äýýð íîòëîãäñîí 
òýð ÷àäâàðò ìºí ë ãàéõàöãààäàã. 

“Ñîíãîã÷äîä íàì íü ÿëñàí ÷ ººðñäèéíõ 
íü äýìæèæ áàéñàí áîäëîãî õýðýãæèíý ãýõ 
áàòàëãàà áàéäàãã¿é áàéíà. Òýäíèé èõýíõè 
íü ñàíàëàà ºãñºí òýð óäèðäàã÷àà ãàð÷ èðíý 
ãýäýãò èòãýëòýé áàéæ ÷àääàãã¿é. Òýãâýë 
ýíý íü àðä÷èëàëä íèéöýæ áàéãàà þì óó?”
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Õàðîëä Óèëüñîíû Õºäºëìºðèéí íàì 1964 
îíû ñîíãóóëüä íýëýýä îëîí ñóóäàëä ìàø áàãà 
çºð¿¿ãýýð ÿëàëò áàéãóóëñàí þì. 
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Harold Wilson’s Labour Party won the 1964 
election with razor-thin victories in a number of 
seats.

“The voters can’t guarantee getting 
the policies they supported even if 
their party wins! They can’t be sure 
they get the leader that most of them 
vote for! Is that really democratic?” 

In their turn, students in the United 
States find their suspicions raised by a 
British election system so dominated by the 
party political manifestos that individual 
candidate characteristics generally 
make only marginal differences to the 

results. The level of control over policy 
demonstrated by an executive that operates 
inside the legislature concerns them. 

And when it comes to appointing the 
prime minister, they can be very surprised 
by the tenuous connection between the 
electorate and the selection process. 

“Almost no voters are involved in 
selecting the PM! The parties have 
immense control over the political 
agenda! Is that really democratic?” 

Varying Views of Democracy 

In the political lexicon, democracy is 
definitely a “hooray” word. Generally 
nations want to be identified as democratic, 
even if this might be seen more as public 
relations than actuality. In the half century 
that Germany was divided, it was the 
Communist eastern sector that managed 
to name itself Democratic Republic. 

But even nations that accept each others’ 
democratic credentials may design their 

¯¿íèé àäèëààð àìåðèêèéí îþóòíóóä, 
Áðèòàíèéí ñîíãóóëèéí ñèñòåìèéí äàãóó 
óëñ òºðèéí íàìóóäààñ ãàðãàñàí òóíõàãóóä 
à÷ õîëáîãäëîîðîî õýò äàâàìãàéëæ, íýð 
äýâøèã÷èéí ººðèéí îíöëîã øèíæ¿¿ä 
ñîíãóóëèéí ýöñèéí ¿ð ä¿íä íü à÷ 
õîëáîãäîë áàãàòàé áàéäãèéã ñîíñîîä áàñ 
ãàéõäàã. Õóóëü òîãòîîõ áàéãóóëëàãàä 
àæèëëàäàã ã¿éöýòãýõ çàñàãëàëûí íýã 
òºëººëºã÷èéí áîäëîãûã õÿíàõ õÿíàëòûí 
òºâøèí íü òýäíèé ñàíààíä áàãòäàãã¿é. 

Òýãýýä åðºíõèé ñàéäûã òîìèëîõîä 
ñîíãîã÷èä õèéãýýä ñîíãîëòûí ¿éë 

ÿâöûí õîîðîíä ìàø º÷¿¿õýí õàìààðàë 
áàéäàãò òýä á¿ð ÷ èõýýð ãàéõäàã. 

“Åðºíõèé ñàéäûã ñîíãîõîä áàðàã ÿìàð 
÷ ñîíãîã÷ îðîëöäîãã¿é þì áàéíà. Óëñ 
òºðèéí íàìóóä íü óëñ òºðèéí õýëýëöýõ 
àñóóäàëä ìàø èõ õÿíàëò òàâüäàã þì 
áàéíà. ¯¿íèéã àðä÷èëñàí áàéäàë ãýõ ¿¿?”

Àðä÷èëëûí òóõàé îëîí 
ÿíçûí ¿çýë áîäîë

Óëñ òºð÷äèéí ¿ãñèéí ñàíä àðä÷èëàë 
ãýäýã áîë ÿàõûí àðãàã¿é “óóõàé”-ëæ 
àâäàã ¿ã þì. Õýäèéãýýð áîäèò áàéäàë 
äýýð àðä÷èëñàí ãýõýýñ èë¿¿ îëîí íèéòèéí 
õàðèëöààòàé áàéâ÷ óëñ ¿íäýñòí¿¿ä 
ººðñäèéãºº “àðä÷èëñàí” ãýæ õýë¿¿ëýõ 
äóðòàé áàéäàã. Ãåðìàí óëñûí õóâààãäìàë 
áàéñàí õàãàñ çóóíä êîììóíèñò ç¿¿í 
Ãåðìàí ººðñäèéãºº Àðä÷èëñàí Á¿ãä 
Íàéðàìäàõ ãýæ íýðëýñýí áèëýý. 

Ãýõäýý áèå áèåíèéõýý àðä÷èëñàí ãýõ 
áàéäëûã õàðèëöàí õ¿ëýýí çºâøººðñºí 
óëñ ¿íäýñòí¿¿ä ÷ ººðñäèéí ñèñòåìèéã äîð 
á¿ðíýý ººð ººðººð òîãòîîæ áîëíî. Îëîí èøò 
ñî¸ëûí ¿¿äíýýñ õàðàõ þì áîë àðä÷èëñàí 
áàéãóóëëàãóóä áîëîí òýäãýýðèéí ñî¸ëûí 
áºãººä ò¿¿õèéí ¿íäýñ ñóóðü íü òîëãîé 
ýðãýìýýð îëîí áàéõûí ñàöóó ýäãýýðèéã 
çààãàëñàí õèë õÿçãààð ãýæ áàðàã áàéõã¿é. 
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something to lessons learned from across 
the Atlantic, but they are in no way 
built on the federalist principles at the 
center of the U.S. Electoral College. 

These differences notwithstanding, 
the party-based processes for choosing 
a British prime minister are every 
bit as arcane as those for choosing a 
president of the United States. 

Some similarities do emerge in election 
results. The U.S. Electoral College offers 
potential victory to a candidate who does not 
have a majority of popular votes nationwide. 
This should be no mystery to British 
observers, since in none of the 17 UK general 
elections since the end of the Second World 
War has the winning party had a majority 
of the popular vote. The Conservatives 
came closest in 1955, with 49.7 percent 
of the popular vote. But in seven postwar 
elections, the winning party gained less 
than 45 percent, and in three of those less 
than 40 percent of the popular vote, falling 
to 35.2 percent in the 2005 election. 

ç¿éëèéí òóñãàë þì. Ãýõäýý ýíý íü ÀÍÓ-
ûí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí ÷óõàë÷èëäàã 
õîëáîîíû óëñûí çàð÷ìààñ òýñ ººð áèëýý.  

Äýýðõ ÿëãààã ýñ òîîöâîë, Áðèòàíèéí 
íàìóóä åðºíõèé ñàéäàà ñîíãîäîã íü ÀÍÓ-
ûí åðºíõèéëºã÷ºº ñîíãîäîã çàð÷èìòàé 
á¿õ ç¿éëýýðýý àäèë îíöëîã þì.

Çàðèì íýã òºñººòýé ç¿éëñ ñîíãóóëèéí ¿ð 
ä¿í äýýð ÷ ãàð÷ èðäýã. ÀÍÓ-ûí Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãè íü óëñ îðîí äàÿàð íèéò àðä 
ò¿ìíèé ñàíàëûí îëîíõèéã àâààã¿é õèðíýý 
ÿëàõ áîëîìæèéã íýð äýâøèã÷èä îëãîäîã. 
Ýíý íü Áðèòàíèéí àæèãëàã÷äûí õóâüä 
ñîíèí õà÷èí ç¿éë áèø þì, ó÷èð íü 
äýëõèéí II äàéíààñ õîéø áîëñîí Íýãäñýí 
âàíò óëñûí 17 åðºíõèé ñîíãóóëèéí àëèíä 
÷ ÿëàã÷ íàì íèéò àðä ò¿ìíèé ñàíàëûí 
äèéëýíõèéã àâ÷ áàéãààã¿é þì. Êîíñåðâàòèâ 
íàì ë 1955 îíä íèéò ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûí 
49,7 õóâèéã àâ÷ áàéæýý. Áóñàä òîõèîëäîëä 
äàéíû äàðàà áîëñîí ñîíãóóëèóäûí äîëîîä 
íü ÿëàã÷ íàì íèéò ñîíãîã÷äûí ñàíàëûí 
45-èàñ äîîø ñàíàë àâ÷, ãóðàâò íü 40-ººñ 
áàãà õóâü àâ÷, 2005 îíû ñîíãóóëüä åðäºº 
ë 35,2 õóâèéí ñàíàë àâ÷ áàéñàí áàéíà.

Æîðæ Ó. Áóø íü á¿õ íèéòèéí ñîíãóóëèàð 
ºðñºëäºã÷ººñºº áàãà ñàíàë àâñàí õýäèé ÷ 
2001 îíû 1 ä¿ãýýð ñàðûí 20-íä á¿ðýí ýðõèéí 
òàíãàðãàà ºðãºæ áàéíà. 

George W. Bush takes the oath of office January 
20, 2001, after receiving fewer popular votes 
nationally than the runner-up.
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systems very differently. Viewed through a 
transcultural lens, democratic institutions 
and their different cultural and historical 
foundations can look confusing, and parallels 
across cultural boundaries can be missed. 

The United Kingdom system remains 
geared to the centrality of party political 
competition. Modifications to party 
leadership selection in recent years have 
included the introduction of structures 
called electoral colleges. These colleges 
are intended to ensure a balance of 
representation between groups within 
the parties, and they undoubtedly owe 

Íýãäñýí âàíò óëñûí ñîíãóóëèéí 
ñèñòåì íü íàìûí óëñ òºðèéí ºðñºëäººíèé 
òºâëºðñºí áàéäàëä òóëãóóðëàñàí õýâýýð 
áàéãàà. Ñ¿¿ëèéí æèë¿¿äýä íàìûí 
óäèðäàã÷äûã ñîíãîõîä ãàðñàí ººð÷ëºëò 
ãýâýë ñîíãîã÷äûã êîëëåãè ãýæ íýðëýãäñýí 
á¿òöèéã íýâòð¿¿ëñýí ÿâäàë þì. Ýäãýýð íü 
óëñ òºðèéí íàìóóäûí äîòîðõ á¿ëã¿¿äèéí 
õîîðîíäûí òºëººëëèéí òýíöâýðòýé 
áàéäëûã õàíãàõ çîðèëãîòîé áºãººä 
ÿìàð ÷ ýðãýëçýýã¿é òýäíèé Àòëàíòûí 
äàëàéí íºãºº ýðãèéíõíýýñ ñóðàëöñàí 
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The Signific ance of Small Numbers 

The U.S. Electoral College winner may 
nevertheless have received fewer votes 
than the runner-up. It does not happen 
very often, but the election of 2000 
brought this feature into high relief. 

A similar thing can happen in UK general 
elections. In 1951 the Labour Party received 
almost 1 percent more of the aggregate 
popular vote than the Conservatives and 
their allies, but ended up with 4 percent 
fewer seats. In February 1974 it was the 
Conservatives who had a small lead in the 
popular vote, while the Labour Party took 
more seats. While other parties held enough 
seats notionally to hold a balance of power, 
Labour formed a minority administration.              

The 2000 election in the United States 
brought home the potential significance 
of small numbers of votes in key states, 
when the outcome teetered for weeks on the 
uneasy fulcrum of the result in Florida. 

Again, similarities can be found in the 
United Kingdom. In 1964 Labour won 317 

out of the 630 available seats, gaining an 
absolute majority of four seats over all 
other parties. One constituency was won by 
Labour by only seven votes, and three other 
close races in the same election were decided 
by 10, 11, and 14 votes, respectively. 

There is no doubt that observers in 
many countries will continue to find their 
perspectives on democracy broadened 
when they look across borders. Differences 
are real, can surprise, and provide a 
backdrop against which new perceptions 
can emerge. And it should never cease to 
be entertaining to observe the oddities 
of other political cultures and, through 
them, to notice the oddities at home. 

The opinions expressed in this article do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. 
government. 

Áàãà òîîíû à÷ õîëáîãäîë

ÀÍÓ-ûí Ñîíãîã÷äûí Êîëëåãèéí 
òîäðóóëñàí ÿëàã÷ íü á¿õ íèéòèéí 
ñîíãóóëèàð ºðñºëäºã÷ººñºº áàãà ñàíàë 
àâñàí áàéæ áîëîõ þì. Ãýâ÷ ýíý íü 
òýð á¿ð òîõèîëäîîä áàéäàãã¿é áîëîâ÷ 
2000 îíû ñîíãóóëü Ñîíãîã÷äûí 
Êîëëåãèéí ñèñòåìèéí ýíýõ¿¿ îíöëîãûã 
óëàì èõ òîäîòãîæ ºãñºí þì. 

¯¿íòýé àäèë ç¿éë Íýãäñýí âàíò óëñûí 
åðºíõèé ñîíãóóëèóäàä ãàðàõ áîëîìæòîé. 
1951 îíä Õºäºëìºðèéí íàì íü Êîíñåðâàòèâ 
íàì áîëîí ò¿¿íèé õîëáîîòíóóäààñ á¿õ 
àðä ò¿ìíèé íýãòãýñýí ñàíàëûã áàðàã íýã 
õóâèàð èë¿¿ àâñàí áîëîâ÷ 4 õóâèàð áàãà 
ñóóäàëòàé ¿ëäñýí þì. 1974 îíû õî¸ðäóãààð 
ñàðä Êîíñåðâàòèâ íàì íèéò ñîíãîã÷äûí 
öººí õýäýí ñàíàëààð òýðã¿¿ëæ áàéñàí ÷ 
Õºäºëìºðèéí íàì èë¿¿ îëîí ñóóäàë àâñàí. 
Òýð æèë áóñàä íàìóóä õ¿÷íèé òýíöâýðèéã 
õàäãàëàõûí òóëä õàíãàëòòàé ñóóäàë àâ÷, 
Õºäºëìºðèéí íàìûã öººíõ áîëãîñîí þì. 

ÀÍÓ-ûí 2000 îíû ñîíãóóëü íü ãîë 
òîì ìóæ óëñóóäàä ñàíàëûí òîî ÿëèõã¿é 
çºð¿¿òýé áàéõàä áàãà, æèæèã òîî õè÷íýýí 
èõ à÷ õîëáîãäîëòîé áîëîõûã Ôëîðèäàãèéí 
ñîíãóóëèéí ¿ð ä¿í ãàðàõ ãýæ õýäýí 
äîëîî õîíîãèéí òóðø õî¸ð òèéø ãàíõàæ 
áàéõ ¿åýð á¿ãäýä õàðóóëñàí áèëýý. 

Íýãäñýí âàíò óëñàä ÷ èéì àäèë òºñòýé 
ç¿éëèéã îëæ õàðæ áîëíî. 1964 îíä 
Õºäºëìºðèéí íàì ïàðëàìåíòûí 630 
ñóóäëûí 317-ã àâ÷, áóñàä íàìóóäààñ äºðâºí 
ñóóäëààð èë¿¿òýéãýýð ÿëæ áàéñàí. Ýäãýýð 
äºðâºí ñóóäëûã àâàõäàà Õºäºëìºðèéí 
íàì íýã ñîíãóóëèéí òîéðîãò åðäºº ë 
äîëîîõîí ñàíàëààð ÿëæ, áóñàä ãóðâàí 
òîéðîãò òóí øàõóó ºðñºëäººíä òóñ á¿ðä 
íü 10, 11, 14 ñàíàëààð ÿëñàí þì. 

Îëîí óëñ îðíû àæèãëàã÷èä õèë õÿçãààð 
äàìíóóëàí õàðàõäàà àðä÷èëëûí òóõàé ¿çýë 
áîäëîî òýëñýýð áàéõ áîëíî ãýäýãò ýðãýëçýõ 
ç¿éë àëãà. Óëñ õîîðîíäûí ÿëãàà íü íýëýýä 
èõ áàéäàã, ãàéõøðàë òºð¿¿ëíý. Èéìäýý ÷ 
òýð íü øèíý ÷èã õàíäëàãà óðãàí ãàðàõûí 
õºðñ íü áàéæ áîëîõ þì. Òýãýýä ÷ áóñäûí 
óëñ òºðèéí ñî¸ëûí ºâºðìºö îíöãîé áàéäëûã 
àæèãëàõ äàëèìààð ººðñäèéí îíöëîãî áóþó 
ãàæ áóðóóã îëæ õàðàõ íü çóãààòàé áóñ óó? 

Ýíýõ¿¿ íèéòëýëä äýâø¿¿ëñýí ¿çýë áîäîë íü 
ÀÍÓ-ûí çàñãèéí ãàçðûí áàéð ñóóðü, áîäëîãî 
÷èãëýëèéã çààâàë èëýðõèéëæ áàéõ àëáàã¿é. 
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