INTERNATIONAL BUYER PROGRAM

2011 National Fire Protection Association Conference & Exposition 

Boston Convention & Exhibition Center
Boston, MA
June 12 – June 15, 2011

http://www.nfpa.org
1. Summary and Action Requested
This is an action notice for commercial specialists to recruit delegations for the 2011 National Fire Protection Association Conference & Exposition in Boston, Massachusetts from June 12-15, 2011. The Conference will be held June 12-15, 2011.  The Exhibition will be open June 12-14, 2011. Please inform James Yi, IBP Project Officer, (james.yi@trade.gov) of your intent to promote and/or recruit buyers for this show.
2.  Event Description

A.  General Description
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is the world's leading advocate of fire prevention and an authoritative source on public safety. NFPA develops, publishes, and disseminates more than 300 consensus codes and standards intended to minimize the possibility and effects of fire and other risks.

NFPA’s codes and standards influence every building, process, service, design, and installation in the United States and in many other countries. 

The NFPA Conference & Expo is where members and other stakeholders come to learn about code application, updates, and changes. At the Expo, see the latest products and technologies for preventing fire, smoke, electrical and other life-safety hazards.

B.   Benefits to IBP International Visitors

· Face-to-face interaction with over 330 U.S. companies. 
· View over 70,000 net square feet of product and service exhibitions.  
· Access to more than 130 education courses and 20 pre-conference seminars.  

· Directly participate in the voting process for code changes that are under current review (NFPA membership required for voting privileges).  

· Special events with guest entertainment and academic or political speakers.

· Combine an excellent business opportunity with recreation activities in Boston (world-renowned, vibrant city, home to Harvard University and The Massachusetts Institute of Technology).

· Complimentary access to the International Hospitality Lounge featuring complimentary refreshments and computers with internet access.

· Invitation to attend the Industry Networking Reception.

· Official letter of invitation to facilitate visa and travel arrangements.
C.  Product Categories in alphabetical order:

· Alarm Controls & Systems

· Building Integration Systems

· Codes & Standards

· Communications Equipment

· Detectors, Fire/Smoke/Gas

· Explosion Prevention/Suppression

· Fire & Smoke Curtains

· Fire/Flame Retardant Products

· Fire Alarm Control Panels

· Fire Pump Controllers

· Fire Pumps & Systems

· Fire Sprinkler Products

· Hazardous Materials Management

· Home/Building Automation

· Mass Notification Systems

· Seismic Equipment

· Signaling Systems

· Spark Detection/Extinguishment

· Suppression Systems

· Surge Protection

· Voice & Data Networks

· Wiring Systems & Protection

The unique capital equipment on display are the pumps and supporting control systems that are capable of powering sprinkler systems in the highest commercial buildings or most expansive industrial facilities.

D.  Target Audience

NFPA is seeking to increase the participation of international fire protection / life safety professionals and executives from: 

· Commercial and institutional operations

· Large industrial firms

· Public venues (air & sea ports, auditoriums & stadiums)

· Large education, healthcare, commercial and hospitality operations 

· International fire equipment & supply distributors 
· Design and install operations (architectural firms, large building contractors, or dedicated fire protection consulting firms)
· Government personnel responsible for code/standards enforcement and fire event investigations

E.  Destination
The 2011 NFPA Conference and Expo will be held in one of America’s oldest and most vibrant cities-Boston. Boston hosts over 12 million annual visitors from across the country and around the globe. Boston is renowned for its abundance of cultural attractions and sites, world-class educational institutions, including Harvard University and The Massachusetts Institute of Technology, as well as its place at the very forefront of American history. Between landmarks, you can shop and dine along the fabulous stores on Newbury Street, or browse the city's world-class museums, theater and music venues. Boston also boasts a renowned aquarium, children's museum and science museum.  

3.  Event Contacts

A.  Show Organizer

Jerry Carter

ROC-NFPA, LLC

1963 University Lane

Lisle, IL   60532

Tel. 630-271-8228

Fax. 630-271-8234

jcarter@rocexhibitions.com

B.  International Buyer Program Project Officer

James Yi

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, M-800

Washington, DC 20004-0001

Tel:  202-482-6482

Fax:  202-482-7800

james.yi@trade.gov  

C. Senior International Trade Specialist (Showtime)
Suzette Nickle
U.S. Commercial Service Denver

1625 Broadway, Ste 680

Denver, CO  80202

suzette.nickle@trade.gov
4.  Event Promotion

NFPA uses a variety of marketing tools to promote the NFPA Conference and Expo to the international fire prevention and public safety community, including: NFPA booths at international trade shows, advertisements in a variety of international publications, e-mail campaigns, partnerships with international organizations, press releases, an international promotional booklet available in three languages, and content on NFPA.org devoted to international attendees. The association offers special services for its international attendees such as an international hospitality lounge with food, beverages, and internet services; multilingual staff at the International Registration Desk and invitation to an industry networking reception.

A.  Multilanguage Brochures

The multilanguage brochures for the 2011 NFPA Conference and Expo are currently available at:  www.nfpa.org/mfe . They are available in English, Mandarin Chinese, and Portuguese.  If you would like to receive hard copies of the multilanguage brochures to distribute to potential attendees, please contact Jerry Carter at 1-630-271-8228 or via email jcarter@rocexhibitions.comand cc IBP project officer James Yi (Email: james.yi@trade.gov).

B.  Registration Categories and Costs
Admission to the exhibition is free of charge for pre-registered IBP attendees.  In addition, on-site expo registration (US$95) will be waived for members of IBP delegations accompanied by U.S. Embassy personnel.

2011 Conference registration prices:

Full conference--$845 member / $995 non-member

Single day--$275 member / $325 non-member

Pre/post-conference seminars, one, two or three days in duration priced at $345, $625, and $895 respectively for members.

There are early registration discounts (about 9%) for those who register by April 30, 2011.
Planned Exhibit, International Registration and International Business Center Hours.

Exposition:

Sunday, June 12, 2011 
3:30 pm - 7:30 pm (Networking reception is in Expo Hall 6:00 – 7:30)

Monday, June 13, 2011
1:00 am - 4:00 pm

Tuesday June 14, 2011
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Registration opens at 7:00 am each day (conference sessions begin at 8:00 am); international visitors will have a dedicated registration terminal and the International Business Center hours will match those of the exposition.  
The registration system will be available on January 3, 2011.  A special link and passcode will be provided for IBP registration at a later date.  More details to follow in the upcoming months.

C.  Benefits of NFPA Membership

NFPA Member Benefits:

Subscription to the NFPA Journal® (bi-monthly publication)

Monthly Newsletter, NFPA News, covering the latest codes and standards activities
Technical Advice – free, one-on-one help with codes and standards questions from NFPA staff

Member Discounts – 10% off all NFPA products and services
Voting Rights –vote on proposed changes to codes and standards at NFPA meetings.
D.  Housing
There will be a central housing authority managing the NFPA room blocks.  Attendees can book online, by e-mail, telephone or fax.  A deposit of one night’s room rate (plus tax) will be required.  
Hotels:

Westin Boston Waterfront - $237

www.westin.com/bostonwaterfront

Seaport - $249

www.seaportboston.com
Renaissance Waterfront - $249

www.renaissancehotels.com/BOSWF
Hilton Logan Airport - $189

www.hiltonfamilyboston.com/hotels/hbla/meetings.php
Boston Park Plaza - $235 

www.bostonparkplaza.com
Housing is scheduled to be open and available on November 1, 2010.
Reservation Website:

https://onpeak.compassreservations.com/compass/webdirect.cfm?code=46FPA11
Housing Form link:

http://onpeak.s3.amazonaws.com/nfpa/NFPA_HF_2011.pdf
A complimentary hotel room in Boston for four nights is available for Commercial Specialists who lead delegations of 15 qualified registered international buyers.  Additional complimentary housing is available for four nights to one supplemental staff leading or supporting delegations of 30 or more buyers.  Please note that delegations must book all hotel rooms through the official NFPA housing block to qualify for complimentary hotel rooms.  Delegation leaders requiring hotel accommodations should contact Jerry Carter (Email: jcarter@rocexhibitions.com) and please copy James Yi (Email: james.yi@trade.gov).
E.  Export Interest Directory
An Export Interest Directory will be provided to all IBP delegates.  The directory will provide an extensive list of U.S. exhibitors interested in exporting their products to overseas markets.  With the company list, product information, and target export markets in hand, buyers will be better equipped to walk the show floor and meet with potential sellers.  The Export Interest Directory will also be provided online to inform buyers of what they can expect prior to the start of the show.  

F.  Delegate List Format
All delegation lists must be in the following format:

· Mr. or Mrs.

· Delegation member name (First, Last)

· Job title

· Company name

· Company product

· Address

· City

· Country

· Postal code

· Phone number

· Cell phone number while at show (if available)

· Fax number

· Email address

· Buying interest (Business objectives)

· Channel of distribution (e.g. Agent, Distributor)

· Specific products looking for at show

· Hotel where delegation member is staying

5.  Onsite Programs
A.  International Trade Center 

The International Trade Center will be staffed with various interpreters of several languages to assist visitors with referrals and general information.  It will also serve as a meeting place for all international visitors where they may relax with refreshments, and stay in touch with home at the complimentary e-mail internet corner.  A matchmaking service will be used to connect the interests of the international visitors to the U.S. exhibitors.  International Buyer Program delegations will receive distinguished treatment, e.g. their badges will be prepared and distributed in the International Trade Center before and during the show to avoid registration crowds.

The International Trade Center hours will match those of the exposition.
B.  Conference Programs 

The conference program is organized by category of content, or tracks.

Following are 2011 conference tracks:

· Building and Life Safety

· Codes and Standards 

· Detection and Suppression

· Electrical 

· Emergency Preparedness / Business Continuity

· Fire and Emergency Service

· Fire Protection Engineering (Sponsored by Society of Fire Protection Engineers)
· Green

· Loss Control / Prevention

· Public Education

· Research

C.  Industry Networking Reception – An evening of friendship, food, drink, music and fun in honor of all international guests.  Network and meet with leadership from the NFPA and industry professionals from around the world.  The date, time and venue will be determined at a later date. 

D.  Showtime – Through the Showtime program U.S. exhibitors will have several opportunities to talk with Commercial Specialists from our international network.  Together, they will explore export opportunities and discuss the latest market information on their respective countries.  Please contact Suzette Nickle for Showtime appointments at suzette.nickle@trade.gov 
6.  Action Requested
We invite all posts to promote the 2011 NFPA Conference and Expo.  Please contact James Yi (james.yi@trade.gov) to indicate whether post intends to recruit a foreign buyer delegation.  Also, please provide general information on how post intends to promote this event. 
The International Buyer Program and the National Fire Protection Association thank posts for your support of the 2011 NFPA Conference and Exposition and your continued support for the International Buyer Program.
